
1

The Brexit Scenarios Briefing
 A guide to three potential Brexit related scenarios:

Briefing
DeHavilland

DeHavilland’s Content Team
August 2018

For more information on DeHavilland and 
how we can help with political monitoring, 
custom research and consultancy, contact:

+44 (0)20 3033 3870
info@dehavilland.co.uk
www.dehavilland.co.uk

• Second Referendum
• General Election
• Conservative Leadership Contest

mailto:www1.dehavilland.co.uk?subject=


1

Introduction
Understand the context surrounding the three potential scenarios 

p. 2

Second Referendum
Understand the arguments surrounding a Second Referendum 

p. 3

General Election
Explore the scenarios which could lead to a General Election as well 

as the potential outcomes of one 
p. 6

Conservative Party Leadership Contest
Gain insight into a Conservative Leadership Contest with a list of 

the most likely candidates
p. 12

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2018      www.dehavilland.co.uk

Table of Contents

http://www.dehavilland.co.uk


2

Introduction

In under eight months the United Kingdom is set to leave the European Union.

Doing so will mark the culmination of a journey that began with the EU Referendum over two years ago, 
but whose passage has been far from smooth. However, as Westminster enters summer recess, the ending 
appears to be in sight.

The publication of the Chequers agreement and the White Paper provided much sought-after detail of 
the UK Government's proposals for what a future relationship with the EU would look like. Meanwhile, 
lead negotiators for both the European Commission and the Department for Exiting the European Union 
(DExEU) have said that the Withdrawal Agreement is 80% agreed, with DExEU issuing another White 
Paper spelling out how Brexit would be legislated for. Prime Minister Theresa May and her team have their 
eyes firmly fixed on October's European Council meeting to allow the Withdrawal Agreement time-frame 
to be signed off by the national parliaments of the EU27 and the European Parliament.

However, these developments have generated strong domestic backlash.

After a sweltering summer summit at Chequers to agree the Government’s position on the EU future 
 relationship, the two most senior Cabinet Brexiteers, David Davis and Boris Johnson, resigned. Faced with 
more resignations from the junior ministerial and party ranks, government whips peddled compromises 
to both remainers and leavers in order to pass two key Brexit bills, with some votes coming down to the 
wire. The threat of a snap election was reportedly used by a senior whip. Talk of a leadership challenge has 
abounded, with three Brexit-supporting Conservative MPs - Andrew Bridgen, Andrea Jenkyns and Philip 
Davies - openly publishing letters of no confidence in the Prime Minister. Finally, Mr Johnson sought to 
imitate Geoffrey Howe in making a resignation statement to the Commons in which he warned Ms May 
that it was “not too late to save Brexit”.

The impact of events in SW1 has been reflected in public opinion. A poll for Sky News published on 30 
July found that 78% of respondents felt the Government was doing a bad job on Brexit. In addition, 74% 
of people were dissatisfied with Theresa May’s performance as Prime Minister, whilst 50% backed a 
referendum choosing between the Brexit deal, no deal or remaining in the EU.

It is important to stress that, in considering each of the scenarios, the briefing is not making relative 
judgements about the likelihood of each outcome, but instead spelling out the process by which they 
could occur. Underpinning all of these is an assumption that the current timeline for the Article 50 process 
remains unchanged. Whilst any change to this timeline could be affected by each of the scenarios outlined 
below, it does not fall within the competence of the UK Government to extend the Article 50 period – it also 
requires the acceptance of the EU27.

As such, the section of this briefing covering a fresh referendum will operate on the position set out by  
ministers that any rejection of the Withdrawal Agreement will see the UK leave the EU with 'no deal'.

In this briefing, DeHavilland examines how three widely discussed possibilities - a leadership challenge to 
the Prime Minister, a snap general election and a fresh referendum on the Brexit deal - could come about.

In under eight months the 
United Kingdom is set to
 leave the European Union.”

“
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Second Referendum

...it is unlikely the process that 
would enable a referendum could 
be completed before the official 

Brexit date in March 2019...”
“

The movement for a second referendum, or a 'People's Vote', has as many detractors as it has supporters 
and this section intends to cut through the commentary to understand the mechanics behind such a 
referendum taking place. 

Without discounting the power of sheer political will to make things happen, it is worth remembering, as 
Conservative peer Lord Hague of Richmond has explained, the Bill for the 2016 referendum, the European 
Union Referendum Act 2015, took seven months to pass through Parliament. Even if a new referendum bill 
were to be fast-tracked through, given the strict timeline involved, it is likely something would have to give 
for a second referendum to be a feasible option to resolve the Brexit conundrum before the 29 March 2019, 
such as the EU agreeing to extend the process. 

The scenario is made more unlikely as both major parties appear to be opposed, or at least not officially 
forthcoming in support for the idea. However, the People’s Vote movement has grown steadily since 
the announcement of the Chequers plan, and, at the time of writing, the petition for a People’s Vote has 
been signed by more than 300,000. With a recent poll conducted by YouGov for the Times suggesting that 
support for a second referendum has now overtaken those rejecting the idea, so could it actually happen?
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The Legal Context
Referendums themselves can be permitted by an Act of Parliament, but the results 
of which are never binding due to the principle of Parliamentary sovereignty. Any 
movement to a referendum would have to pass through Parliamentary procedure, 
much like any other Act of Parliament. There would have to be a majority agreement 
on the rules for the conduct of the referendum, and on the regulations for campaigners. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has recommended that there be a six-month gap between the 
passing of the referendum legislation and the vote itself to allow for satisfactory campaigning, registration 
and administrative facilitation. The wording would have to be provided with the tacit consent of the 
Electoral Commission. Parliament could speed up the process by copying aspects of the referendum from 
the 2015 EU Referendum Act, but there would still need to be debate in Parliament, and, given how difficult 
it has been for the Government to pass any Brexit-related legislation, the Parliamentary make-up may 
prevent this from happening. 

It is unlikely the process that would enable a referendum could be completed before the official Brexit date 
in March 2019. Any extension of this date would require an agreement with the EU27, who would, in turn, 
have to begin their own complex legislative process to extend Article 50.

British politicians have been averse to the use of referendums due to their historical association with 
populism and fascism. Such acts, if passed, require that a referendum on the proposed subject be held but 
they do not require the referendum result to be reflected in law or oblige any timeline for action following a 
referendum result. 

Referendums in the UK are merely advisory, as was outlined in a 2016 court judgement.
Yet, as has been shown, despite having the legal power equivalent of a poll, referendums have proven to be 
powerful tools in shifting political debate due to the widespread expectation that they will be acted upon. 

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2018                                                            www.dehavilland.co.uk
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Who wants one?
As it stands, 62 MPs have publicly stated their support for a second referendum on the 
final deal, with notable supporters including Conservative MPs Justine Greening and 
Anna Soubry, Liberal Democrat Leader Sir Vince Cable, Green Party Leader Caroline 
Lucas and leader of the 'People’s Vote' movement and Labour MP Chuka Umunna. 

To consult the full list with contact details, check out DeHavilland's PeoplePoint here. Given the 
tense atmosphere in Parliament, and the slim majority of the Conservative Government, it is perhaps 
no wonder that some of the most prolific supporters of a People’s Vote are campaigners outside of 
Parliament. 

The full extent of Parliamentary support for such a vote remains unclear, as MPs remain under 
immense pressure to stick to their respective party lines. This means such MPs may be waiting for 
the right moment to officially voice their disposition. Indications from Shadow Brexit Secretary 
Kier Starmer suggests Labour are not ruling out supporting a second referendum. However, the 
Government's position remains an unequivocal no. 

The Ballot Paper
Although the prospect of a vote on the final deal might be welcomed by many 
campaigners, there is a conspicuous lack of detail as to the wording of the ballot paper 
question itself. The People’s Vote website expresses a desire for a “final say” but 
provides no detail on the specific wording of a second referendum. If it was a simple 
‘yes or no’ referendum on the final negotiated deal with the EU, that would present 
another quagmire, as Brexiteers and Remainers may be equally likely to reject any 
middle-ground final deal. 

In the event that such a middle-ground approach was rejected from both flanks, what would happen next? 

The Government would be without a mandate for its negotiated deal, yet would have no indication, or 
mandate to choose between remaining in the EU, or exiting with no-deal, as an alternative. Subsequently, 
with no time left to renegotiate, it would be left to the good will of European Member States to extend 
the Article 50 process to ensure the Government was not simply forced to adopt any kind of deal to avoid 
a no-deal scenario. Further, such a referendum may not be considered significant enough for the EU to 
extend Article 50, and may end up pushing the UK closer to a no-deal outcome; the opposite of what many 
campaigners intend.

So, what would a useful referendum ballot paper look like?

Mathematical analysis from the London School of Economics has suggested that referenda always 
oversimplify, and Parliament allows for the kind of bargaining required for complex questions. Even three-
way choices, like the one suggested by former Education Secretary Justine Greening writing in the Times, 
could lead to deadlock and ambiguity due to the complex overlapping of relative preferences. 

Yet recent polling from Sky suggests that 50% of those surveyed support the idea of a three-way choice 
between the negotiated deal, no-deal, and remain, now numbering more than those against the idea of a 
referendum. However, if the three way vote were to be tight each way, 34% of referendum participants 
could, in theory, be considered insufficient for the UK to consider changing direction, despite being enough 
to ‘win’ the referendum in a three way choice.
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General Election

Following the release of the Government’s White Paper and the turmoil surrounding Brexit over the past 
few months, a General Election has become more and more likely. With both the Liberal Democrats and the 
Labour Party making candidate selections to run in contested constituencies, an election looks like it may 
truly be on the cards for the end of 2018 or early 2019. 

Snap elections can be complicated affairs requiring motions in the House of Commons or a specific set of 
events to take place for one to be initiated. They must also follow a specific set of guidelines and adhere to 
rules laid down in the Fixed-term Parliaments Act 2011. Although it is hard to speculate about an election 
result at this time, the outcome could be decisive and extremely transformative for British politics.   

...due to time restraints, it would be most 
likely that a motion for a General Elec-
tion would be presented to the House after 

Brexit day on March 29 2019...

“
”
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What triggers an early election?
The next General Election in the UK is due to be held on 5 May 2022 and Parliament 
will be dissolved 25 days prior to this date. Originally, only the Queen could dissolve 
Parliament at the request of the incumbent Prime Minister, meaning the officeholder 
controlled the timing of a poll. However, with the introduction of the Fixed-term 
Parliaments Act in 2011, there are now two provisions that can trigger an early 
election:

•  The first provision for an early election is if a motion is voted for within the House 
of Commons and wins with a two-thirds majority. In 2017, the motion received far 
more than the two-thirds majority required, with 552 MPs voting for and only 13 

against. The motion needed a total of 434 MPs to pass.

•  The second provision that allows for an early election to be held is if the House of 
Commons fails to agree a vote of confidence in a new government within 14 days of 

a vote of no confidence in the government in office. 

What would happen to current 
legislation
The pre-election period is officially called “purdah”. This period covers the time that 
the General Election is announced and the time that the final election result becomes 
clear. The period prevents government from announcing any new legislation or 
initiatives that could be advantageous for them or their candidates in the election. 

During purdah, the last days before Parliament is “prorogued” (the official term for Parliament being 
dissolved before a General Election) is called the “wash-up” period. During this time, Parliament must 
deal with all the outstanding business and the Government will seek the co-operation of the Opposition in 
passing any legislation still going through the processes of Parliament. 

Typically, some bills will be lost while others will be progressed quickly but in a more shortened form 
than originally intended. Following the announcement of the 2017 snap election, several bills were passed 
quickly with amendments being dropped while others were shelved, as reported by the BBC. 

Some of the most controversial bills are shelved, but Bills can be re-introduced in the next Parliament. 
However, such Bills must begin the parliamentary process from scratch. 

 Only a minority of Private Members' Bills become law in an ordinary election cycle, but the calling of 
a snap election reduces their chances even further. These bills will often run out of time and have to 
be submitted again at the start of the new Parliament session after the General Election. If a member is 
deselected, then the Private Members’ Bill will likely never be introduced again. 

http://www.dehavilland.co.uk
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2017/april/mps-to-vote-on-an-early-general-election/


8

DeHavilland
Briefing

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2018      www.dehavilland.co.uk

Hypothetical Timeframe

The campaign trail of a General Election within the UK lasts 25 days which starts from 
the day that Parliament is prorogued to the day that that constituents cast their vote. 
Due to time restraints, it would be most likely that a motion for a General  Election 
would be presented to Parliament after Brexit day on March 29 2019. 

There was, just after the 2017 election, talk of Ms May stepping down and triggering a Conservative 
leadership contest on Friday 30 August 2019. By this point, the Prime Minister may see her job as 
being completed and believe that the transition period would need to be administrated by a  different 
government. The leadership contest would mean that new Conservative party leader, and therefore Prime 
Minister, would be selected who would likely choose to present a motion calling for a snap election so that 
they could gain a mandate to continue to represent the people.

There may also be a snap election called if there is a referendum on the final Brexit deal and the electorate 
vote against it. This may lead Theresa May to make the decision to call for an election to break the deadlock 
or she may choose to step down. The most likely time for this to happen would be early 2019 after the 
European Council meet to discuss the final deal at the beginning of December. 

If there is a vote of no confidence in the Government, or within the Conservative Party itself against Ms 
May, this may also lead to a snap election being called. If Ms May loses a leadership contest, then the new 
leader may choose to present a motion for an early election to solidify their position in the eyes of the 
electorate and their own party. 

If there is a no confidence motion in the Government, and no new government is presented to the House 
within 14 days then an election will have to be called. With a growing number of MPs presenting letters of 
no confidence in the Prime Minister before recess, a snap election could be held at the beginning of autumn. 
At this stage, however, this would be a somewhat unlikely scenario. 

http://www.dehavilland.co.uk
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Current Polling
A recent YouGov's poll for the Times put Labour ahead of the Conservatives by five 
points, the highest lead since Jeremy Corbyn became leader in 2015. However, in the 
wake of the growing scandal surrounding anti-Semitism within the Labour Party, the 
most recent YouGov poll has their lead falling to a dead tie with the Conservatives, 
with each party receiving 38%. Theresa May is still ahead of Jeremy Corbyn on who 
would make the better Prime Minister, 32% to 26%. 

The majority of the polling reports that have been released since the resignations of Boris Johnson and 
David Davis (two by YouGov, one by Opinium and one by Deltapoll) have shown the Conservatives falling 
behind Labour. Although both parties are now equal in their shares, the Conservatives have not gained 
popularity but Labour have lost some support.

A Sky poll released on Monday 30 July indicates that 78% of the electorate think that the Government "is 
doing a bad job on Brexit". The results are damning for Ms May who is already facing opposition from the 
Brexiteers within her own party. Trust in the Government's Chequers plan, negotiation tactics and ability to 
craft a good deal with the EU is extremely low; only 10% of those surveyed said that they believed that the 
Government was doing a good job. 

Ms May's personal approval ratings also took a substantial hit with 74% of those surveyed saying that they 
were dissatisfied with her performance as Prime Minister. The polls also showed that increasing numbers 
of people believe that a referendum on the final should be done while a majority now think that Brexit will 
be actively bad for the economy. If these polls proved correct, there could be a substantial shift in voting 
patterns as leave voters express their anger at the conservative Government's handling of Brexit.

With opinion polls at a such a close tie, if a General Election was to take place tomorrow, the result 
would hinge on the swing seats. Those predominantly leave constituencies may also move away from the 
Conservative vote as the recent polls suggest that satisfaction with the Government's handling of Brexit is 
at all time low; could we see a resurgence of UKIP?

http://www.dehavilland.co.uk
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Key Swing Seats
The 2017 General Election saw a lot of change and upset within many constituencies. 
From the losses of political heavyweights Alex Salmond and Nick Clegg, to the 
sensational win of Labour in Ealing Central and Acton, the Election saw some 
surprising results within several hotly contested swing seats. 

If an election is to take place later this year or early next year, then the result will be decided by who has 
the most success within the swing seats. There are 52 seats across the country whose MPs hold a majority 
of less than 1000 votes, leaving them vulnerable to competing candidates. The smallest majority is held by 
SNP MP Stephen Gethins, who won his seat with a majority of just two votes. 

With dissatisfaction mounting at the handling of Brexit, the housing crisis and social security, there may 
be big swings in votes in certain constituencies. Those constituencies who voted remain but have leave 
candidates may see the electorate turning away from their MPs. 

The following seats are examples of those that will be hotly contested by the Labour Party and the 
Conservatives, and it is constituencies like these that will ultimately decide the result of the next election.

Kensington
Labour held
Majority of 20

• Currently held by Labour MP Emma Dent Coad, since 2017.

• Second place party in 2015 was the Labour Party who only won 52.3% of the vote. 

• The Labour party canvassed heavily in the run up to the 2017 election and beat incumbent  
Conservative MP Victoria Borwick.

• The constituency overwhelmingly voted remain, with 68.7% choosing to stay in the EU.

• Kensington represents one of the two main London swing seats that were extremely close (the 
other being Richmond Park, held by the Conservatives with a majority of 45).

• Kensington will be a seat to watch and with a large proportion of constituents being remain 
voters, the recent Brexit developments may see a big swing in vote away from the Conservative 
party. 

http://www.dehavilland.co.uk
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Barrow and Furness
Formerly Labour held - now Independent (John 
Woodcock stepped down from the Labour Party in 
July 2018)
Majority of 209

• Currently held by Independent MP John Woodcock, since 2010.

• The Conservative Party's candidate Simon Fell came second in both the 2015 and 2017 elections.

• In 2015, John Woodcock won with 18,320 votes while in 2017 he won with 22,592 votes. The 
Conservatives and the Labour Party split the UKIP vote in 2017, both gaining several thousand 
seats.

• A total of 56.79% of Barrow and Furness constituents voted to leave the EU.

• As one of the most marginal seats in Northern England, Barrow and Furness will be a battle 
ground between the Conservatives and the Labour Party who dominate over 90% of the total vote.

Southampton, Itchen
Conservative held
Majority of 31

• Currently held by Royston Smith MP since 2015.

• In 2015, the Conservatives won with 18,656 votes (41.7%) to Labour’s 16,340 (36.5%).

• In 2017, both the Conservatives and the Labour party received a vote increase, splitting the UKIP 
vote and both receiving a 46.5% share of the vote. The Labour party saw a 9.9% increase in vote 
share.

• The constituency voted to leave the EU in the referendum with 59.96% of constituents choosing 
“out”. 

• Being a leave constituency, it will be an interesting fight as dissatisfaction in Brexit is at an all-time 
high, as recently reported by Sky Data.

http://www.dehavilland.co.uk
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Conservative Party leadership contest

Theresa May has already faced down one public attempt to oust her as Conservative Party leader since 
last year's disastrous general election result. Since the failure of Conservative MP Grant Shapps' coup, 
discontent with the Prime Minister has largely been confined to WhatsApp groups and briefings to the 
media.

In attempting to hold her fractious party together, several critics of Ms May have broken cover to declare 
no confidence in her. Conservative MPs Andrew Bridgen, Andrea Jenkyns and Phillip Davies have all 
called for the Prime Minister to stand down over the Chequers Agreement. 

Despite this, at least one of their colleagues, Middlesbrough South MP Simon Clarke, has withdrawn 
his letter of no confidence and neither David Davies nor Boris Johnson have called on her to resign. Mr 
Johnson used his Commons resignation statement to urge a change of course on Brexit whilst publicly 
professing loyalty.

There can be no doubting the growing discontent with the Chequers agreement among the European 
Research Group (ERG), who are enraged at the close relationship Ms May is seeking with Brussels. Yet 
except for a few calls, most senior Conservatives are urging the party to unite behind their leader to deliver 
Brexit. Once than is done however, many expect the Prime Minister to stand aside and allow a fresh face a 
good run-up to the next general election.

...most senior Conservatives are urging 
the party to unite behind their leader 

to deliver Brexit. Once than is done, many 
expect the Prime Minister to stand aside...

“

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2018      www.dehavilland.co.uk

”

https://www.dehavilland.co.uk/newVERTICALS/PeoplePoint/ppbioadvance.aspx?personId=26802
https://www.dehavilland.co.uk/newVERTICALS/PeoplePoint/ppbioadvance.aspx?personId=7017824
https://www.dehavilland.co.uk/newVERTICALS/PeoplePoint/ppbioadvance.aspx?personId=7366306
https://www.dehavilland.co.uk/newVERTICALS/PeoplePoint/ppbioadvance.aspx?personId=26571
https://www.dehavilland.co.uk/newVERTICALS/PeoplePoint/ppbioadvance.aspx?personId=7404545
http://www.dehavilland.co.uk


13

DeHavilland
Briefing

Process of a contest

A leadership contest can be triggered in one of two ways. The first, and simplest, is if 
the current Leader resigns. 

The other way to trigger the contest is for 15% of Conservative MPs to write to 
the Chair of the 1922 Committee, Conservative MP Sir Graham Brady, to say that they no longer have 
confidence in the leader of the Conservative Party. Currently, this would currently mean 48 signatures 
would be required to trigger a contest against Ms May. Only Sir Graham is aware of how many letters he 
has received.

After a contest is triggered, candidates must be nominated by MPs, with each nominee requiring support 
from at least two MPs. Successive ballots are then held for MPs, with the candidate receiving the fewest 
votes in each round eliminated, until only two candidates remain. 

Finally, the two candidates are voted for by ordinary Party Members, with a simple “one member, one 
vote” system applied.

Timing of a contest

Given the clandestine nature of the leadership process, the timing of a content is   
especially unpredictable. Press reports have titillated recently that Sir Graham might 
be close to the threshold of 48 MPs and reports have even suggested that Downing 
Street has encouraged MPs to withdraw their letters. 

With between 60 and 80 MPs affiliated to the European Research Group, the Brexiteer wing of the  
parliamentary party certainly have the numbers to force a leadership challenge. The question remains 
whether they could pull in support from other factions, including those currently standing behind Ms 
May's Chequers deal, to secure the simple majority needed to defeat the Prime Minister.

For now, many Conservative MPs appear content to stand behind her and back that vision for Brexit. The 
Prime Minister has already made it clear that she will contest any leadership ballot. Once the Article 50 
process has expired though, would that support and Ms May's resolve to continue remain?

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2018      www.dehavilland.co.uk
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Runners and riders
The last Conservative leadership election in the summer of 2016 saw the prospective 
candidates whittled down quickly to leave Theresa May as the last woman standing. 
As talk of another contest builds and the pressure to reach a deal with increases, we 
 examine who the likely contenders in a race could be.

• Winner of the 2016 leadership election and Prime Minister entering her third 
year in office.

• Theresa May's tenure has seen a marked change in leadership style from the  
command and control style of her first ten months to a loosening of Cabinet  
collective responsibility after the loss of her majority in the snap general 
election summer.

• Ms May has signaled in the past that she intends to remain Prime Minister to 
see through the Brexit process and could even contest the next general election. 
A survey from ConservativeHome of party members in July found that 45% wanted her to resign 
immediately and 34% wanted her to go before 2022. Only 17% wanted Ms May to remain in charge.

• More recently, the Prime Minister has made it clear she will contest any leadership challenge against 
her. Her ability to hold on to power appears to be contingent on delivering Brexit or a version of it that the 
majority of MPs from all parties can support.

Theresa May - Prime Minister

Boris Johnson - Former Foreign 
Secretary
• The 'king over the water' for many. The man who never got his chance to run 
two years ago. Boris Johnson's perennial leadership chances are again in play 
following his resignation from the Cabinet on 9 July.

• Boris Johnson's public interventions since then have been few, but targeted. 
This included his resignation statement in the Commons, in which he warned it 
was "not too late to save Brexit".

• Recent media reports have focused on reports of contact between Mr Johnson  
and Steve Bannon, the former Strategy Director to US President Donald Trump.

• Mr Johnson has not called on Ms May to resign as Prime Minister, but his criticism of the Chequers White 
Paper positions him perfectly for a leadership bid.
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Prime Minister Theresa May 
/ Photo: © Aron Urb

Former Foreign Secretary 
Boris Johsnson / Photo: © 
Arno Mikkor
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Jacob Rees-Mogg - Chair, European 
Research Group
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• One of the most recognisable Tory backbenchers for his distinctive 
mannerism and style,  Jacob Rees-Mogg is the shop steward of the European 
Research Group, who are advocating for a hard Brexit.

• Speculation around his leadership chances and popularity with the 
Conservative grassroots are abounds. Mr Rees-Mogg topped a survey of 
readers of ConservativeHome on who the next Tory leader five months in a row 
should be.

• Mr Rees-Mogg has made his opposition to Theresa May’s Chequers plans for the UK’s future relationship 
with the EU and in late July stated his belief that the country was heading for a no deal Brexit.

• Having never held a frontbench role, the MP for North East Somerset wields considerable influence on 
the Government from his public profile as one of the best-known Tory MPs and his role as ERG Chair. 
Conservative MP and Remain supporter Anna Soubry has even claimed that Mr Rees-Mogg is actually 
“running the country”.

Sajid Javid - Home Secretary
• Newly promoted as Home Secretary following Amber Rudd's resignation 
over the Windrush scandal, Sajid Javid's political fortunes have revived in the 
last 15 months.

• Elected as MP for Bromsgrove in 2010, he entered the Cabinet four years ago 
as Culture Secretary before being promoted to Business Secretary in David 
Cameron's majority government.

• Supported his colleague Stephen Crabb's leadership bid in 2016, running on 
the 'ticket' as his prospective Chancellor of the Exchequer. Mr Crabb finished  
fourth in the contest.

• His star fell a little under Ms May when he was moved to the Department for Communities and Local 
Government. There were reports she was contemplating sacking him in the run-up to last year's general 
election. The campaign result and scrutiny of his handling of the Grenfell tragedy ensured he remained in 
the headlines over the last year.

• Since moving to the Home Office, Mr Javid has differentiated himself from Ms May on key areas 
including abandoning the hostile environment policy and the legalisation of medicinal cannabis.

• A finished top of June's ConservativeHome Members' Panel for the first time on who should be the next 
Tory leader securing 22% of responses.

Head of the ERG Jacob 
Rees-Mogg/ Photo: © 
House of Commons

Home Secretary Sajid 
Javid/ Photo: © House of 
Commons
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Jeremy Hunt - Foreign Secretary
• Having been elevated to Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary replacing 
Boris Johnson, Jeremy Hunt's stock in the Conservative Party is seen to be on 
the rise.

• He had previously been the longest serving Health Secretary in UK history, 
holding the role in one form or another for nearly six years. His tenure saw 
protracted arguments with junior doctors over the Government's "seven-
day NHS" plans, controversy over cuts to nursing bursaries and the Mid-
Staffordshire NHS Trust scandal. 

• However, Mr Hunt is also credited with delivering a £20bn boost to NHS  
funding billed as a 70th birthday present to the Health Service.

• Mr Hunt briefly considered a run at the Conservative Party leadership in 2016, most notably with an 
article in the Telegraph calling for a referendum on the final Withdrawal Agreement or a fresh general 
election. He has not since publicly advocated that view.

Dominic Raab - Brexit Secretary
• Tasked with replacing David Davis at the Department for Exiting the 
European Union, Dominic Raab enters the Cabinet at a time when the Brexit 
talks are entering the crucial final phase.

• Unlike Mr Davis he will 'deputise' for Prime Minister Theresa May in the 
withdrawal negotiations, effectively neutering his influence in the Brexit 
process.

• He previously held the high-turnover role as Housing and Planning Minister, 
being the 16th person to hold that portfolio in 21 years.

• A Brixteer, Mr Raab was elected to Parliament in 2010 as MP for Esher and Walton. He served as a Justice 
Minister between 2015-16 and 2017-18, reflecting his league background.

• Since his appoint as Brexit Secretary, Mr Raab has sought to make his mark on negotiations by reiterating 
that the UK will not pay the 'EU divorce bill' unless the UK and EU have a free trade deal. Whether this is 
reflected in the outcome agreed between Theresa May and Michel Barnier remains to be seen.

Brexit Secretary Dominic 
Raab / Photo: © House of 
Commons

Foreign Secretary Jeremy 
Hunt / Photo: © House of 
Commons
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Penny Mordaunt - International 
Development Secretary
• Portsmouth North MP Penny Mordaunt is another one of the 2010 intake 
of MPs who has secured promotion to the Cabinet following the high level 
of turnover in Theresa May's team over the last few months. She was made 
International Development Secretary in November 2017, replacing Priti Patel.

• Ms Mordaunt benefited from Amber Rudd's resignation in April 2018, being 
made Minister for Women and Equalities as well.

• Her front bench career began under David Cameron as a Communities Minister 
before being made Armed Forces Minister and then moved to be Minister for Disabled People in November 
2017.

• On 31 July, Guido Fawkes reported that Ms Mordaunt's constituency had been told at their AGM to 
prepare for a leadership contest "in the next 12-18 months" and for a general election shortly afterwards. It 
is not clear whether this is at all indicative of Ms Mordaunt's own leadership ambitions.

Gavin Williamson - Defence Secre-
tary
• The former Government Chief Whip and current Defence Secretary Gavin 
Williamson has been rumoured to be considering a tilt at the Tory leadership 
since his rapid ascendency under Ms May's premiership.

• As Ms May's campaign manager in 2016, Mr Williamson knows what it takes 
to win a leadership ballot among his fellow MPs. He previously made himself 
indispensable to Ms May's predecessor, David Cameron, as his Parliamentary 
Private Secretary.

• His rapid promotion has come at the expense of some goodwill from 
Conservative MPs who have accused him of maneuvering for the top job,  
including pressing the Treasury for more defence spending.

• Mr Williamson has encountered some problems with his public pronouncements since moving to the 
Ministry of Defence, mostly notably telling Russia to "shut up and go away" in a speech.

International Development 
Secretary Penny Mordaunt / 
Photo: © DfID

Defence Secretary Gavin 
Williamson / Photo: © House 
of Commons
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It has only been two years since the race to replace David Cameron, but the field of prospective leadership 
candidates has radically changed. There is a strong argument to make that none of the four other 
contenders who face Theresa May in ballots of Tory MPs would seek to stand again.

International Trade Secretary Liam Fox sought election in the past but failed to make the final two on both 
occasions. The promise of prominent role in forging new trade deals post-Brexit may be what keeps him 
signed up the Prime Minister's Chequers agreement.

On the other side, Conservative MP Stephen Crabb's star has waned in the last couple of years after a 
scandal involving innapropiate messages, in contrast to his 2016 'running mate' Sajid Javid.

Bigger question marks hang over whether Environment Secretary Michael Gove or Leader of the House 
Andrea Leadsom would choose to stand.

Having finished second in 2016 and serving as the rallying point for Brexiteers in that election, Ms 
Leadsom could have a strong basis on which to launch a bid. However, the presence of bigger beasts on the 
backbenches in the form of Boris Johnson or Jacob Rees-Mogg could take the oxygen away from a Leadsom 
bid.

Michael Gove's brief but spectacular leadership campaign made the biggest mark on the 2016 contest 
by eliminating Boris Johnson from the race. Nevertheless, the move severely curtailed his support in the 
parliamentary party and saw him eventually finish in third place. Memories of the decision to oppose Mr 
Johnson's candidacy may still be too fresh in the minds of his colleagues for him to launch another attempt. 
Yet Mr Gove's eloquence and stance as a leading Brexiteer in the Cabinet make him a both potential 
kingmaker in the next leadership contest and a vital ally for Ms May.

Out of the running?
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We hope you found this briefing useful  
This briefing is an example of the in-depth political information we provide to public affairs and 
policy professionals every day.  
 
Our analysts gather vital political news from a range of sources to bring our customers live coverage 
tailored to their information needs. 
 
To find out how DeHavilland’s political monitoring and research can help your organisation, and to 
request a consultation, visit www1.dehavilland.co.uk/trial 

http://www.dehavilland.co.uk
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