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The election

When are the elections and results?

The upcoming European Parliament elections will take place between 23-26 May 2019. 27 member 
states are due to take part in the process, with voters in most countries going to the ballot box on 
Sunday 26 May.

Although votes may be counted by national authorities as soon as polls close, the publication of 
results is not permitted until voting has ended in all member states on the Sunday night.

Who is standing?

As things stand, 705 MEPs will sit in the new European Parliament. This means that literally 
thousands of candidates are running in the elections. Lists of candidates are put forward by national 
parties, meaning that lists of candidates are published at different times.

DeHavilland has been conducting independent research in to which MEPs from the current cohort 
are planning to stay on beyond May. You can see our lists of those seeking re-election and those 
standing down on the PeoplePoint section of our website.

In 2014, fully 48.5% of MEPs elected were entering the Parliament for the first time.

How are MEPs elected?

The precise electoral system used in each member state is dictated by that country’s national 
electoral laws. Some countries elect MEPs in a single national vote, whilst others have internal 
constituencies. Some use a preferential voting system, whilst others have closed lists.

Even the rules which govern who can vote in the elections - for example whether or not - vary 
from country to country. There are some common rules however, for example the introduction of a 
minimum threshold of between 2-5% for constituencies comprising more than 35 seats.

What is predicted to happen?

The European Parliament elections are particularly unforgiving for psephologists. Firstly, as votes 
are cast and collected across so many member states and many European voters will make their 
decision based on domestic issues, it is almost impossible to accurately aggregate the polling data. 
Secondly, there can be no guarantee of the way in which domestic political parties will formulate 
political groups in Brussels.

Nevertheless, both independent polling data and research conducted by the European Parliament’s 
own researchers predicts the EPP to remain the largest group (albeit with a reduced number of 
seats). Similarly, the S&D are expected to remain the second largest grouping. Notably, this could 
be the first time that the two main, centrist parties would not command a majority between them.

It will be particularly interesting to see which group Emmanuel Macron’s La République En Marche! 
opts for. Also worth watching will be Viktor Orbán’s Fidesz party, which may yet be pushed towards 
the door of the EPP or indeed choose to move into a group further to the right.
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The Parliament

When does the current Parliament cease and start to sit?

The last session of the eighth and current term of the European Parliament is set to end on 18 April 
2019. Not all Committees will be meeting up until then, however.

The inaugural session of the newly elected cohort of MEPs will be a plenary on 2 July 2019. The next 
President of the European Parliament will be voted for during this session, as will 14 Vice-Presidents 
and five Quaestors.

Although the Parliament will have been officially formed, regular committee work will not resume 
until after the summer recess in September.

What will happen with the EP political groups?

The continued existence of European political groups is not guaranteed, as the rules stipulate that 
each must be comprised of no fewer than 25 MEPs representing at least a quarter of EU member 
states.

In practice, the majority of the eight political groups in the current Parliament have existed for several 
terms and are highly likely to continue beyond 2019. The groups to the political right typically chop 
and change more. Crucially this time around, the loss of British MEPs will mean that the ECR and 
EFDD will lose their lead spokesperson and largest country by seats.

Political parties will begin forming alliances old and new as soon as results of the election are 
known, but the majority of mainstream MEPs and parties will have announced their affiliation when 
campaigning.

How are Parliamentary Committee positions selected?

The political makeup of the European Parliament’s Committees mirrors that of the plenary assembly.

Following the elections, the new bureau of each Committee will be chosen to serve a two-and-a-half 
year term. There will be one vote amongst that Committee’s MEPs for the Chair and then a second 
one to elect up to four Vice-Chairs.

The Coordinators for each Committee are chosen by the political group which then represent.
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Legislation
What happens to incomplete legislation?

Votes already taken in the Parliament remain legally valid in the next term, meaning that those files 
will continue to the next stage of the decision-making procedure in the new session.

Legislative files which has not reached plenary stage by the time the Parliament breaks up will 
automatically be dropped. However, the new Conference of Presidents may revive files and add 
them back to the agenda of the relevant Committees.

MEPs typically prefer to reach agreement on as many proposals as possible before Parliament is 
dissolved. 

Beyond Parliament
How does the result influence the new Commission?

Most of the political groups have put forward ‘Spitzenkandidaten’ - or lead candidates - for the 
upcoming elections. DeHavilland has produced briefings on the the Spitzenkandidat process and 
nominees.

Although it is ultimately for the national leaders in the European Council to debate and put forward 
a European Commission President, since 2014 the result of the Parliamentary elections must be 
“taken in to account”. Note that this does not necessarily mean that the Spitzenkandidat from largest 
group will be proposed.

The newly formed European Parliament will then have a vote on the Council’s prefered candidate 
for Commission President and on the list of Commissioners, with an overall majority required for 
approval.

How will Brexit affect the 
elections?

The most obvious way that 
the UK’s withdrawal from 
the EU will be felt is that 73 
seats in the Parliament are 
freed up. Last summer it 
was decided that the overall 
number of MEPs would be 
reduced from 751 to 705 for 
the next session, with the 
remaining 46 seats to be 
held in reserve for potential 
future enlargement of the 
Union.

Consequently, 14 Member 
States will be electing more 
MEPs in May than they did 
in 2014. France and Spain are the biggest winners, gaining five more seats each.

European Commission officials have said that a further, longer extension to the Article 50 negotiating 
period would require the UK to participate in EU elections.
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We hope you found 
this briefing useful!  
This briefing is an example of the in-depth 

political information we provide to public affairs 
and policy professionals every day.  

 
Our analysts gather vital political news from a 

range of sources to bring our customers live 
coverage tailored to their information needs. 

 
To find out how DeHavilland’s political monitoring 
and research can help your organisation, and to 

request a consultation, visit 
www1.dehavilland.co.uk/trial 

http://www1.dehavilland.co.uk/trial

