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Summary 

 

 

DeHavilland EU has created a summary of the State of the Union address, 

highlighting the key sections of Commission President Ursula von der Leyen’s 

speech. The motto of this year is a “Union that stands strong together”. 

 

The speech was divided in three themes: 

• The courage to stand with our heroes 

• Staying the course and preparing for the future 

• Standing up for our democracy 

 

Speech from European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 

 

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen opened her speech by 

comparing the previous crises faced by the EU (the great recession, the peak of 

the covid-19 pandemic) with its fast response to the impact of the war in 

Ukraine, praising the speed of its support and solidarity. 

 

The Commission President characterised the current crisis in the Russian – 

Ukrainian war as a fight between autocracy against democracy. 

 

Theme 1: The courage to stand with our heroes 

 

Ukraine:  

 

https://www1.dehavilland.co.uk/


• President von der Leyen addressed the situation in Ukraine, saying solidarity with 

the state will remain unchanged, include support through weapons, funds, tougher 

sanctions, and refugee hospitality.  

• Ms von der Leyen stated that she will travel to Kyiv today.  

Sanctions 

• The Commission President said that the Russian industry is in tatters and it’s the 

price that Kremlin as to pay.  

• Stated that sanctions are here to stay. 

• Said that Russia's financial sector is on life-support. 

Ukraine’s reconstruction 

• The Commission will support the rehabilitation of damaged Ukrainian schools with 

€100 million support.  

• Ukraine will become part of the EU free-roaming area. 

• Announced that Ukraine will have access to EU single market 

 

Theme 2: Staying the course and preparing for the future 

 

Energy 

• The EU needs to get rid of its dependency on Russian fossil fuels. 

• The EU needs to diversify its energy supplies to reliable sources such as the US 

and Norway. 

• Russia manipulates the energy market, making it dysfunctional. 

• The EU should reduce its energy demand during peak hours. In this regard 

additional measures for member states aiming to reduce electricity consumption will 

be introduced. 

• A cap will be introduced targeting companies’ revenues that produce electricity at a 

low cost. 

• €140 billion for member states to use on emergency measures and the price cap 

will be provided. 

• The EU needs to continue working on lower gas prices, security of supplies and 

ensure global competitiveness.  

• The Commission will develop with the member states a set of measures managing 

the relationship with suppliers. 

• A task force of the Commission and Norway will be created to lower the price of 

gas.  

• Gas markets have changed, where the TTF has not been adapted. To this regard 

the EU needs a new benchmark in the electricity market.  

• The Commission will work with market regulators to amend the rules on collaterals 



and take measures to limit intra-day price volatility. 

• The current electricity market based on merit order is not for consumers anymore.  

• Consumers should rip the benefits of low-cost renewables and a deep reform will 

take place on the electricity market.  

• The Commission will amend the temporary state aid framework in October to allow 

for the provision of state guarantees, while preserving a level playing field. 

• A new hydrogen bank will be created by the Innovation fund with €3 billion, with the 

goal of guaranteeing the purchase of hydrogen. 

 

Environment and climate change 

• A global agreement on nature at the UN Biodiversity conference in Montreal and at 

COP27 in Sharm el-Sheikh will be promoted. 

• The Commission will double its capacity for firefighting. 

 

Investment 

• Ms von der Leyen said that EU had seen its biggest recession since WWII and 

recovered fast.  

• NextGenerationEU will aim to guarantee investments on jobs and growth, high 

speed trains and renovation, solar panel and energy savings investments. 

Finance 

• The President argued that the EU must finance the transition to digital and 

sustainable economy. 

• In October new ideas for economic governance will be introduced, giving member 

states more flexibility on debt reduction funds with more accountability on delivery.  

• Simpler rules will be introduced and financial markets will get the confidence they 

need with more freedom to invest.  

Employment  

• The EU will publish an SME relief package proposal with a single set of tax rules 

called BEFIT.  

• The President argued that the late payment directive needs revision to tackle 

bankruptcies. 

• An EU process is needed to attract qualified staff from abroad with faster 

recognition of professional qualifications of third country nationals. 

• The Commission proposed that the year 2023 should be Europe’s year of education 

and training. 



Trade and critical raw materials 

• Access to critical materials is needed for the digital and green transition. Rare 

earths are needed.  

• New partnerships are needed on a global level and use to improve labour 

conditions. 

• Agreements with Chile, Mexico and New Zealand will be put forward for ratification. 

• The negotiations will advance with key partners like Australia and India. 

• A European Critical Raw Materials Act was announced.  

• The EU should increase its financial participation in Important Projects of Common 

European Interest. 

• Batteries will be produced in Europe, to tackle dependency from China’s production 

capacity. 

• A new European sovereignty fund will be issued.  

Accession  

• Ms von der Leyen said that the Western Balkans, Georgia and Moldova were part of 

the future of the EU, and the Union is not complete without them. 

• The EU supports the call for a European Political Community – and it will set out its 

ideas to the European Council. 

 

Global partnerships 

• Latin America will be part of a global engagement in the path of the Global Gateway 

and the Africa actions. 

• US and EU will announce projects for the implementation of investments under this 

new Global Gateway strategy. 

Security 

• A defence of democracy fund will be announced. 

 

Theme 3: Standing up for our democracy 

 

Protection of rule of law  

• The EU Budget will be protected through the conditionality mechanism. 

• The EU insists on judicial independence. 

Corruption 



• Anti-corruption framework will be updated, including illicit enrichment, trafficking in 

influence and abuse of power. 

• Corruption will be included in the new human rights sanction regime, to protect 

European values abroad. 

Conference on the future of Europe and democracy 

• The Commission President will issue proposals to include citizen panels’ in EU 

democratic procedures. The proposals will go to the European Parliament and the 

Council of the EU.  

• Announced a new initiative on mental health with accessible and affordable support 

to provide life-saving tools. 

Migration, solidarity and external borders.  

• The Commission took note of the current situation of migration and protection of 

external borders and recognised that the EU needs to adopt more fair and quick 

procedures to provide a crisis-proof system. 

• The controls of external borders should be aligned with fundamental human rights. 

• Ms von der Leyen argued that member states needed assume their responsibilities.  

• The EU has made progress on the Migration Pact but needs greater political will. 

Reform of the European treaties 

• The spirit of the treaties should aim not to do no harm to our children’s futures. 

• Solidarity between generations should be included the treaties. 

• The moment has arrived for a European Convention. 

 

Political groups 

Manfred Weber MEP (EPP, Germany)  

• We need a winter of solidarity with Ukraine, solidarity among Europeans, no one is 

left behind. 

• The EPP support the Commission on solidarity and energy prices. 

• Germany cannot stop producing nuclear electricity. 

• The EPP has asked for an extraordinary Council meeting. 

• Argued that the European Commission’s proposal will limit food production in 

Europe. 

• The EPP asked for a moratorium on new legislation. 

• Mr Weber argued it was necessary to build a Union of a democratic economies in a 

European level, building up trade deals with other nations. 

• On energy proposals, Mr Weber expressed concerns on the process, noting there 

was no involvement of the European Parliament; he urged the Commission to 



reconsider the legal basis of the proposals. 

• Mr Weber said that the Commission did not propose an initiative to stop unanimous 

vote on foreign affairs issues nor presented a proposal for a convention to 

strengthen European democracy. 

• The Commission has to launch a European defence action plan until December 

• Said that a convention was needed now. 

 

Iratxe García Pérez MEP (S&D, Spain)  

• Said it was necessary to maintain unity and strengthen the EU’s commitment to the 

freedom of Ukraine. 

• Argued there was a need to strengthen social policies, reform the energy market, 

fiscal governance and accelerate the green transition. 

• Ms Pérez said it was necessary to cut gas prices to help families, agreed with taxing 

extraordinary windfall profits. 

• Latin America should be a priority for the EU as a natural ally for Europe 

• Said the EU needed to stand firm on the rule of law. 

• Argued member states are becoming autocracies such as Hungary under Orbán 

• Concluded that it was necessary to work for the common interest of the whole of the 

European Union. 

 

Stéphane Séjourné MEP (Renew Europe, France)  

• Said that the war in Ukraine was having consequences for EU citizens in the areas 

of energy, food and jobs. 

• The Commission proposals are good and supported by the Renew Europe group.  

• Proposed an energy shield to reduce bills. 

• Said it was necessary to abandon fossil fuels. 

• Argued that foreign interference in Europe is a democratic challenge. 

• Called for a "sovereignty test" for all new EU legislation to ensure it doesn't make 

the bloc overly reliant on foreign partners.  

• Called for a new action plan to identify vulnerabilities and support supply chains. 

• Said all policies should align with the strategic autonomy objective. 

• Called for review of the budget. 

• Said rule of law has to guide the actions within and beyond the European Union 

• Concluded it was important for the EU to work together. 

 

Ska Keller MEP (Greens/EFA, Germany)  

• Freedom and democracy are threats to Putin; Europe needs to support Ukraine in 



the fight of self-determination. 

• Said that EU citizens that are struggling to get support. 

• Agreed with taxing windfall profits from energy companies. 

• Said it was necessary to capitalise on the benefits of green transition.  

• Said that the war in Ukraine targets the value of democracy and that the EU has to 

defend those values. 

• Urged the Commission to use the rule of law conditionality against Poland and 

Hungary. 

• Said the EU did not need to open the door to extreme-right. 

• Concluded that the EU has the strength to face the challenges if it works together. 

 

Marko Zanni MEP (ID, Italy) 

• Said that the Commission measures are not enough to support citizens. 

• Said the gas price cut is the only measure that somewhat helps citizens, but it 

remains just words at present. 

• Said the EU to be pragmatic; for example in trade policy as the conditions have 

changed, some plans cannot be implemented any more 

 

Raffaele Fitto MEP (ECR, Italy) 

• Said it was necessary to bolster relations between European countries and the 

Transatlantic alliance. 

• Said that only sanctions can bring results. 

• Said it was necessary to intervene to support families and companies. 

• Said the gas price cut is a clear answer and uncoupling of gas prices from energy 

prices is needed. 

• Concluded that unity has to be true and substantial. 

 

Manon Aubry MEP (The Left, France) 

• Said that citizens were worried about not being able to heat their homes this winter. 

• Said that taxation of windfall profits should not just apply to energy companies but 

others like luxury companies too. 

• Argued that EU measures were not enough and had failed. 

• Argued that the Commission did not say anything about the climate despite Europe 

having just had one of the hottest summers on record. 

• Said that the EU needed to be better at protecting the natural world. 

• Stated the Commission ignored the results of the Conference of the Future of 



Europe. 

Tamás Deutsch MEP (Non-attached, Hungary) 

• Noted that the Commission promised that sanctions will hurt Russia not Europe, 

adding that they are the only way to stop the war. 

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 

• Urged the Parliament and the Council to speed up the process with the RePowerEU 

proposal. 

• Said that sanctions allow Russia to export food and fertilisers to vulnerable 

countries. 

• Said that member states can use the solidarity funds to support fertiliser production 

in Europe. 

• Argued that the EU needs resilience and sustainable agriculture and fertile soil  

• Said that the discussion on chemical pesticides is important. 

Council of the European Union: Czech Minister of European Affairs, 

Mikuláš Bek 

• Said that the Czech Presidency will support Ukraine with all the means in its 

disposal. 

• The Council will give full support to Commission’s proposals. 

• Noted that Czech PM Fiala’s priorities largely aligns with Ms von der Leyen’s. 

• Welcomed the further measures on energy to come in the following weeks. 

• Will follow recommendations of the CoFoE. 

• Welcomed the foresight report. 

• Said that a new joint programme will be discussed in November. 

 

MEPs 

 

Siegfried Muresan (EPP, Romania) 

• Advocated more cooperation between the EU and Ukraine. 

• Called for further and faster measures to support EU citizens, including capped 

prices for imported Russian gas. 

• Pushed for doing more when revising the EU budget. 

• Called on the Council to enlarge Schengen. 

Malik Azmani (Renew Europe, Netherlands) 

• Said that the EU must continue support to Ukraine. 



• Argued that inflation was due to Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

• Said it was necessary to make sure Commission proposals focus on small 

businesses. 

• Concerned about more politicians emerging in Europe that shared the views of 

Italy’s Giorgia Meloni. 

Jordi Solé (Greens/EFA, Spain) 

• Said that values cannot be taken for granted not even within the EU. 

• Described member states’ spying cases as a “serious problem”. 

Jordan Bardella (ID, France) 

• Raised concerns about oil dependence on China and Gulf countries. 

• Criticised the gas deal with Azerbaijan. 

• Agreed with windfall taxes and supporting nuclear. 

Beata Szydlo (ECR, Poland) 

• Welcomed Ms von der Leyen’s acknowledgement of not having listened to Poland 

regarding Russian threats, but questioned if her concern was real or just for the 

purpose of today’s speech. 

• Accused French politicians of attacking Hungary. 

• Accused EPP Group leader Manfred Weber of supporting Donald Tusk in Poland. 

• Calls for rule of law that applies to all member states. 

Alex Agius Saliba (S&D, Italy) 

• Worried about social inequality. 

• Called for a reassuring scheme that protects employment and workers. 

Dita Charanzová (Renew Europe, Czech Republic) 

• Expressed concern about high living costs. 

• Concerned about companies that received state aid in one country, but the 

companies in the same sector in another country will not receive, need to ensure a 

fair level playing field. 

 

David Cormand (Greens/EFA, France) 

• Pushed for the financial transactions tax proposal. 

• Called to ensure fair taxation. 



Gunnar Beck (ID, Germany) 

• Said hyperinflation in the EU is avoidable. 

• Stressed stagflation is home-made because of the Green Deal that made energy 

costs unaffordable.  

Paulo Rangel (EPP, Portugal) 

• Asked Ms von der Leyen about the Iberian interconnection gas pipeline. 

• Accused France of repeating a mistake similar to the one with the Nord Stream 2. 

• Asked how the Commission will respond to President Macron’s refusal to accept the 

Iberian interconnection pipeline. 

Heidi Hautala (Greens/EFA, Finland) 

• On the ban on imports of goods made with forced labour, she recalled TTIP. 

• Argued that there are millions of slaves nowadays, and that remedies for victims 

needed to happen. 

• Touched upon United Nations report on crimes against humanity in Xinjiang 

Robert Roos (ECR, Netherlands) 

• Accused the EU of sabotaging nuclear power for many years. 

• Criticised EU federalism and called for more national sovereignty. 

Carles Puigdemont (NI, Spain) 

• Accused Spain and Greece of having a lack of democratic standards. 

• Criticised the Commissioners’ photographs with extreme-right individuals. 

Helene Fritzon (S&D, Sweden) 

• Underlined that the EU is facing several crises at the same time. 

• Pointed out the necessity to focus on the needs of children and access to 

education.  

Guy Verhofstadt (Renew Europe, Belgium) 

• Said that Vladimir Putin is the one to blame for the current situation, not Ms von der 

Leyen.  

• Said that the defence community is a necessity and EU’s spending for security and 

defence are similar to the ones of China, adding the caveat that the EU is 

powerless.  

Jaak Madison (ID, Estonia)  



• Prices started before the war, “the crazy green policy is behind all of this”.  

• He accused Ms von der Leyen for the crisis and not addressing the issue before the 

war.  

Angelika Niebler (EPP, Germany) 

• The EU has to focus on resources for energy and food security and it also has to 

reduce the burden of the EU citizens.  

Adrian Vazquez Lazara (Renew Europe, Spain) 

• Congratulated the proposals made by the President of the Commission, especially 

the measures which aim to reduce dependency on energy.  

Milan Uhrik (Non-attached, Slovakia) 

• Mentioned that the Commission is not publishing the case it has with Pfizer and that 

there is no transparency.  

• Addressed the issue of corruption.  

Andrzej Halicki (EPP, Poland)  

• Emphasised the importance of citizens’ rights and thanked the President of the 

Commission for her words about Poland.  

• Mentioned the need to increase interest in Moldova and the Western Balkan states. 

Rovana Plumb (S&D, Romania)  

• Said the Commission cannot request to cut energy bills by decreasing consumption 

of energy  

• Expressed her hope that Romania and Bulgaria can join the Schengen area soon.  

Dacian Ciolos (Renew Europe, Romania)  

• Stressed the difficulties met by the industry sector. 

• Shared concerns over the fertiliser shortage.  

• Underlined that human tragedy must not be combined with a global food crisis. 

• Conveyed her hopes the Commission can come up with a plan, there is a need for 

more than the support of farmers.  

Biljana Borzan (S&D, Croatia)  

• Argued that a “permanent European crisis mechanism” was necessary. 

Ilhan Kyuchyuk (Renew Europe, Bulgaria)  



• Expressed his belief that the Western Balkans have to be part of the European 

Union.  

Dolors Montserrat (EPP, Spain)  

• Believes that European values are a source of energy more powerful than oil and 

gas. 

Andreas Schieder (S&D, Austria)  

• Argued it is important to tax profits. 

Angelika Winzig (EPP, Austria)  

• Regretted the lack of accompanying measures for companies.  

Andrey Kovatchev (EPP, Bulgaria)  

• Urged the need to address the conflict in Armenia. 

Jens Geier (S&D, Germany) 

• Said Ms von der Leyen should also speak about democracy and the rule of law, he 

underlined that these topics were missing in her speech.  

Christel Schaldemose (S&D, Denmark)  

• Mentioned that the crisis is also a threat to the future and that the inflation must not 

stop the green transition.  

Maria Spyraki (EPP, Greece)  

• Asked if Benoit Lutgen is satisfied with the proposal and said that more details are 

needed.  

 

 

 

Maria Welsh (EPP, Ireland)  

• Emphasised the need of a Panel dedicated to mental health and proposed to have 

an EU year dedicated to that topic.  



 

Closing statement from European Commission President Ursula von der 

Leyen 

• Agreed that President Putin was preparing for the energy crisis a long time ago. 

• Said that energy measures have to be time limited as it is an emergency 

instrument.  

• Regarding the timeline, she hopes the Council can decide by the end of 

September.  

• Said that the major reform to decouple gas will come at the end of the year.  

• Noted that China and Russia signed a contract of unlimited friendship.  

• Reported that the proposal to ban products made from forced labour was tabled 

yesterday.  
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