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The European People’s Party (EPP)
Spitzenkandidat Nominee Biography

Manfred Weber MEP
Chair of the EPP Group

Manfred Weber has been a Member of the European Parliament since 2004, and 
Chair of the European People’s Party Group since 2014. Receiving just shy of 80% 
of the votes at the EPP congress, the EPP clearly have confidence in the Bavarian 
from Wildenberg, who also maintains the endorsement of German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel.

Head of Cabinet
Maria Mercedes Alvargonzalez
+32 (0) 229 55299
mercedes.alvargonzalez@europarl.europa.eu
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Mr Weber claims to have begun a career in politics as an upshot of relishing the feeling of 
playing his guitar on stage. Since his election to the Parliament, the citizen politician has maintained 
close connections with his constituency. Like many of his Christian Social Union (CSU) counterparts, 
Mr Weber was involved in the Junge Union Bayern, the Bavarian Youth Section of the CSU, and 
held the post of regional chairman from 2003-2007. He advanced to become the Chairman of the 
CSU Committee on the Future of Bavaria from 2009-2014. Beyond politics, Mr Weber has founded 
two companies in the fields of environmental management, quality management and occupational 
safety following the completion of an engineering diploma, and still lives close to his hometown.

Upon announcing his candidacy, Mr Weber declared he wished to give Europe back to the people. 
The image of Mr Weber as a man of the people is, perhaps, bolstered by the fact that, if elected, 
he would be the first Commission President who was not formerly a Prime Minister since Jacques 
Delors in 1985. Mr Weber’s experience is solely as a representative within the European Parliament, 
indeed, his counterpart and EPP Vice-President Esteban González Pons described him as “more 
like a citizen in politics than he is a politician trying to be a citizen”. It is in this sense that Mr 
Weber has hoped, with some success so far, to turn his relative lack of experience into a positive 
attribute.

As a supporter of the European project, a centrepiece of Mr Weber’s campaign is his proposal for 
a “binding rule-of-law legislation” that would allow the EU more powers to tackle Member 
States that failed to uphold European values. Accordingly, Mr Weber voted to launch EU sanctions 
procedures against Hungary, and his EPP counterpart, Viktor Orban.

As an MEP, Mr Weber sat on the European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs (LIBE) from 2004-2012, and its Committee on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO) from 2012-
2014. During this time Mr Weber was the Rapporteur for the Proposal for a Directive on common 
standards and procedures in Member States for returning illegally staying third-country nationals, 
where he opposed a compulsory re-entry ban of five-years, and suggested the appointment 
of a European Parliament Ombudsman for Return.

The EPP are the largest political party in the European Parliament, which makes Mr Weber 
the favourite to succeed Jean-Claude Juncker as Commission President following next year’s 
European elections. Yet, despite the appearance of Mr Weber as the front-runner, Mr Weber’s 
succession may not be favoured by French President Emmanuel Macron, who might fear it could 
upset the balance of power in Europe. Given the European Council are, ultimately, not obligated 
to ratify the Spitzenkandidat process, there remains the possibility that Mr Weber becomes 
negotiated away from the role come next May. However, the European Council may find it difficult 
to dispute Mr Weber’s popularity should the elections fall in the EPP’s favour.

Regardless, Mr Weber will take some confidence in the words of German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel following his nomination, who said, “you know that my heart lies with Manfred Weber”.
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The Party of European Socialists (PES)
Spitzenkandidat Nominee Biography

Frans Timmermans
European Commission Vice-President for Better Regulation, 
Interinstitutional Relations, the Rule of Law and the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights

Frans Timmermans, the Dutch-born European Commissioner, is now the only 
Spitzenkandidat nominee for the Party of European Socialists (PES). Mr Timmermans’ 
current portfolio has arguably placed him in a strong position to understand the 
challenges of the Union as the Commissioner for interinstitutional negotiations.

Head of Cabinet
Ben Smulders
+32 (0) 229 55299
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Mr Timmermans is now the sole PES candidate to be the next Commission President following 
a withdrawal from the race of his rival Maroš Šefčovič at the beginning of November 2018. It 
is therefore very likely that Mr Timmermans will lead PES’ Commission candidacy in May’s 
European elections.

Mr Timmermans, a Dutchman, entered politics in 1987 to begin his career as an official in the Dutch 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He later joined the Labour party (PVdA) in 1990, and, following the 
appointment of Hans van den Broek as the EU Commissioner for External Relations and European 
Neighbourhood Policy, became a member of staff in the Commissioner’s Cabinet Office. 

From 2007 to 2010, he served as the Minister for European Affairs as part of the government of Jan 
Peter Balkenende. Following the collapse of the Balkenende government in 2010, Mr Timmermans 
became the spokesperson for foreign policy for the PvdA. In 2012, he was appointed as the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs in the coalition government.

In 2014, the Dutch Government nominated Mr Timmermans as its Dutch representative on the 
European Commission. After being appointed to his post, Mr Timmermans worked closely with 
the other Commission Vice-Presidents, and all Commissioners liaised closely with him on matters 
concerning the better regulation agenda and inter-institutional relations. The left-leaning politician 
has often spoken about the importance of human rights, particularly gender and LGBT equality 
and the historical relevance of a strong, united Europe. Mr Timmermans has described the EU 
project, in particular that Member States have cooperated in peace since the end of World 
War II, as a “resounding success”.

Through his specific Commissionership, Mr Timmermans has been involved in two high-profile 
disputes regarding the rule of law and democracy. The first and most prominent case is that between 
the Commission and Poland. As the Polish government moved to restrict its judiciary, Mr 
Timmermans, acting as the face of the Commission, triggered Article 7 of the Treaty on the 
European Union, which could ultimately see Poland losing its voting rights on the Council. Further, 
Mr Timmermans (again as part of the Commission) was prominent in the referral of Poland 
to the European Court of Justice over the independence of the Polish Supreme Court. Such 
a move has been seen to alienate Mr Timmermans from many Polish electors in Parliament and 
elsewhere, potentially hurting his chances of becoming Commission President. 

In the second high-profile case in his role as Commissioner, Mr Timmermans sent a warning to 
Romania’s Government that it too may face legal action if it failed to reverse judicial reforms 
he said had undermined the fight against corruption in the country. It is fair to say then, given 
his record on matters of judicial oversight and his comments on the left’s failings, Mr Timmermans 
intends to run on a platform which seeks to protect democratic institutions from populist reforms, 
while acknowledging the desire for more popular inclusion in decision-making.

Mr Timmermans intends to base his campaign on the idea that the “very soul of Europe” was 
at stake – attempting to put forward a vision for the EU which would see a “fairer society” 
brought about. Such a vision, he believes, has been lacking from the left which has resulted in 
people voting for nationalist parties, “out of desperation and lack of prospect we have given them”. 

Regarding the campaign, although most anticipate a European People’s Party (EPP) backed 
candidate (Manfred Weber) to become Commission President, Mr Timmermans has stated 
“so many things that people said are unthinkable on Monday are inevitable on Wednesday, 
so don’t count us out”.
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The Greens
Spitzenkandidat Nominee Biography

Ska Keller MEP & Bas Eickhout MEP
Co-Chair and Treasurer of the Greens/EFA group, respectively

The Greens have nominated two Spitzenkandidaten for the upcoming elections, 
Ska Keller, and Bas Eickhout. Although their chances of succeeding Jean-Claude 
Juncker remain slim, the Greens have enjoyed recent unprecedented gains across 
mainland Europe - Germany and Belgium in particular. 

Secretary General
Vula Tsetsi
+32 (0) 228 42117
paraskevi.tsetsi@europarl.europa.eu
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Germany’s Ska Keller was picked alongside Bas Eickhout as the European Greens’ co-candidates 
for Commission President. Ms Keller, an advocate for green industrial reform, came first in the 
polling having won more than 50% support in the second round of voting. 
Ms Keller is a vocal proponent of strong social and ecological reform, stating, after the vote results 
were released, that the Greens wanted to make “Europe more ecological, social and democratic so 
that it can fulfil its purpose.” Coming from a background of international division on the German-Polish 
border and countering neo-Nazi violence in her home town of Guben, Ms Keller is characterised as 
much by her opposition to the far-right as her support for social unity and ecological issues. 

Ska primarily ran her campaign on a pro-Europe and pro-change platform, saying “being pro-
European means to fight tooth and nail against the attacks of the far-right […] pro-change 
means that Europe should be changed according to three pillars: ecological, social and 
democratic.” Her position on ecological issues are primarily concerned, of course, with climate 
change. However, her support for a ‘democratic pillar’ is predicated on the idea that European 
values such as an independent judiciary were under siege in Poland, Hungary and Romania – she 
believes the Commission must show strength against such actions, stating it must “trigger 
the rule of law framework” to combat the erosion of what she describes as European values. 
On social issues, Ms Keller has called for a minimum social standard for European citizens 
across the Union which would have changing a baseline tied to the context of each Member State.

Since joining the European Parliament in 2009, Ms Keller has sat on the Committee on Development, 
Committee on International Trade, been a member on the Delegation to the EU-Turkey Joint 
Parliamentary Committee and a substitute on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs. 

Bas Eickhout is a Dutch MEP who became active with the Greens in 2000/2001. He was a co-
author on the 2007 IPCC report on climate change which received the Nobel Peace Prize. 
Further to this, Mr Eickhout worked on several other projects in fields such as agriculture, land-use 
and biofuels. A Member of Parliament since 2009, Mr Eickhout sits on the Committee on Environment, 
Public, Health and Food Safety, and is a substitute for the Committee of Economic and Monetary 
Affairs, and the Committee on Transport and Tourism.

In an interview with Euractiv, Mr Eickhout made his intentions quite clear, “Greening the economy 
and making Europe more social is at the core of my political agenda.” In his pitch to be lead 
candidate, Mr Eickhout laid out his green agenda for changing Europe:

• A Europe that invests in people. 
• A Europe where trade and internal market are not a goal in itself but an instrument to create a 

social, clean and prosperous Europe where everyone can thrive.
• A Europe that taxes the polluters and pollutants and lets multinationals pay their fair share.
• A Europe that cherishes its cultures and embraces diversity as a strength.

Mr Eickhout has been critical of inaction on climate and greening in Europe, and warned against the 
EU missing the boat on competitiveness in future green markets, like electric cars, through 
sloppy policies. Specifically, he attacked the German Government’s role in blocking climate 
reform at the EU level. As a strong advocate of renewable energy, Mr Eickhout has attacked 
the use of coal, but also expressed concerns about Europe’s growing addiction to gas, and 
lamented the amount of public money being invested into such infrastructure. In a longform 
interview with France24, Mr Eickhout said the Greens would campaign for a strong, but reformed 
Europe, with a social and democratic pull. 
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The European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR)
Spitzenkandidat Nominee Biography

Jan Zahradil MEP
Chair of the Alliance of Conservatives and Reformists in Europe (ACRE)

Czech MEP Jan Zahradil has been chosen as the Spitzenkandidat for the European 
Conservatives and Reformists group. He currently serves as Chair of the Alliance 
of Conservatives and Reformists in Europe and is a strong advocate a multi-
speed European Union with few restrictions on member state foreign policy and on 
businesses. 

Secretary General
Frank Barrett
+32 (0) 228 42971
frank.barrett@europarl.europa.eu
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Czech MEP Jan Zahradil has been nominated as the Spitzenkandidat for the European Conservatives 
and Reformists (ECR) group. Mr Zahradil is also Chair of the Alliance of Conservative and Reformists 
in Europe (ACRE), an affiliate of the ECR. An advocate of a multi-speed European Union with 
few restrictions on member state foreign policy, and an active supporter of the Visegrad Group, 
he contrasts starkly to established European liberals. On French President Emmanuel Macron’s 
proposed European reforms, Mr Zahradil stated that Mr Macron did “not care about Central and 
Eastern Europe.”

The Czech Spitzenkandidat has expressed his desire to see a “modernized EU budget focused on 
the protection of the external border, not by employing more EU officials and increasing the number 
of EU agencies, but by helping member states” - clear support for the idea of increased border 
protection facilitated at a member state rather than Union level. On the Single Market, energy 
security, and commercial policies, Mr Zahradil is favour of EU leadership and support, but as in 
foreign policy, he believes that tax and migration should remain a sole competency of the member 
states.

During an event for Bruegel, Mr Zahradil said he wanted a freeze on the creation of new legislation 
that imposed restrictions on businesses, for the EU to continue its unified trade agenda, and for 
retaliation to U.S. tariffs. He has expressed the view that the EU should abandon the idea of 
a single European currency, calling for member states to easily leave the eurozone and adopt 
their own currency. In the interview, Mr Zahradil also said he was against the push calling for the 
removal of competition laws in order to create European businesses which would compete with 
Chinese and American giants. Instead, he stated that, in order to deal with large Chinese businesses 
which did not comply with fair competition laws, the EU should deny access to the Single Market. 
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The Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE)
Spitzenkandidat Nominee Biographies

Team Europe

Instead of choosing one Spitzenkandidat to lead the party’s campaign, ALDE have 
chosen to select seven members, representing Team Europe with a passion to renew 
the continent and shape the future. The seven members include current MEPs and  
Commissioners, along with other notable figures.

Secretary General
Jacob Moroza-Rasmussen
+32 (0) 223 70141
j.rasmussen@aldeparty,eu
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Nicola Beer
Nicola Beer is the lead candidate for Germany’s 
liberal party, the Free Democratic Party (FDP). 
She has been actively involved with the party 
since 1991 and has served as its General 
Secretary since 2013 after winning by a 
landslide of 84.3%. 

Since 2017, she has served as Member of the 
Bundestag for Hesse after leading a successful 
campaign her party’s campaign in her state. She 
was part of the FDP’s delegation in the coalition 
discussions following the election and, although 
unsuccessful, was widely considered to be a 
force in the room. 

Before moving into the Bundestag, Ms Beer 
served as State Secretary for European Affairs at the Hessian State Ministry of Justice between 
2009 and 2012. During this time, she represented Hesse in the European Committee of the 
Regions. In 2012, she became the State Minister of Education and Cultural Affairs.

She has experience working in policy areas involving justice, education, research, technology 
and innovation. 

Emma Bonino
Emma Bonino has been a mainstay of Italian 
politics for many years and currently serves as a 
Senator for Rome. She has held two ministerial 
portfolios in her career; European Affairs and 
International Trade between 2006 and 2008, and 
Foreign Affairs between 2013 and 2014.

Ms Bonino also has prior experience as an 
MEP, being first elected to sit on the Parliament 
in 1979 and was re-elected in 1984. Her most 
notable position within the EU, however, was 
held between 1995 and 1999 when she served 
as the European Commissioner for Health and 
Consumer Protection. 

She resigned in 1999, along with the rest of her Commission colleagues, following accusations 
of fraud and mismanagement against the European Commissioner for Research, Science and 
Technology Edith Cresson. She was re-elected to the European Parliament following this, however, 
and achieved a historic 8.5% of the votes for her list.
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Katalin Cseh
Katalin Cseh is another European heavyweight in ALDE’s 
‘Team Europe’. Ms Cseh is a well known doctor within Hungary 
and considered to be one of the country’s foremost experts on 
health economics. 

She is one of the founding members of Hungary’s centrist 
party, the Momentum Movement, and currently sits top of 
their list for the European Elections. Prior to her selection as a 
candidate for the upcoming elections, Ms Cseh sat as one of five 
presidents on Momentum’s presidential board. She resigned 
following an unsuccessful election campaign in April 2018.

ALDE’s decision to include a Hungarian candidate in their top 
team highlights the group’s opposition to the recent action of 
President Viktor Orban. Ms Cseh said, “The ALDE Group 
considers the restoration of the Hungarian rule of law so 
important that it is raising a Hungarian as a symbol of Europe”.

Her policy interests include health care, inequality, social justice and youth rights.

Luis Garicano
Luis Garicano is a well-known Spanish economist and 
professor of economic strategy who has served as ALDE’s 
vice-president since 2013. He is seen as a key influencer 
in ALDE’s decision to transition from social democracy to 
progressive liberalism in 2017.

He has also been a vocal advocate of structural reforms to 
the European financial system and he helped to develop the 
European Safe Bonds proposal in order to secure euro area 
bonds. This proposal was taken up by the Commission in 2018 
under the name ‘SBBS’. He has also been active in groups 
such as Euro-Economics and the Council for the European 
Crisis.

In terms of his domestic campaign, Mr Garicano has positioned 
himself as the champion of liberal politics in the war against 
populism within Spain. He has called for the pro-European 

groupings within the EU to “fight together against populism and nationalism” and has been critical 
of the EPP’s and S&D’s “inability” to solve the problems of citizens which he claims has allowed the 
rise of populism to happen.
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Violeta Bulc
Violeta Bulc is the current Commissioner for Transport 
and took up her role in 2014. Her election was marred 
by controversy amidst accusations of a questionable 
nomination by the Slovenian Prime Minister Miro Cerar. 

Her rise to fame within the EU was meteoric, being 
nominated just three weeks after joining Prime Minister 
Cerar’s Government as Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Development, Strategic Projects and 
Cohesion. Prior to this, she was an entrepreneur 
and founded a company that specialised in business 
innovation and modernisation. 

Much of her experience prior to this was in ICT, 
technological innovation, telecommunications and 
communication strategy, being an active participant 
in innovation forums, ICT advisory groups and energy 
strategy events across Europe. 

Guy Verhofstadt MEP
ALDE’s Parliamentary Leader and Belgian MEP Guy 
Verhofstadt stands on the same slate as the rest of 
the ALDE candidates. A high-profile MEP, he has been 
outspoken on a number of issues including Brexit and 
the need for a more social, inclusive European Union.

An ardent liberal and defender of the European Union, Mr 
Verhofstadt has very publicly attacked both Brexiteers 
and those on the populist right. Following the EPP’s 
decision only to suspend and not expel the populist and 
controversial Fidesz party, product of Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban, Mr Verhofstadt described them as 
having “lost all credibility and moral authority to lead 
the EU.” Further, he has lambasted the Fidesz issue as 
“a joke” and a “cheap political trick.”

Further in his ambitions to create a unified liberal alternative to right-wing populism in Europe, 
Mr Verhofstadt said, in an interview with the French newspaper Ouest-France, that he and his party 
would campaign alongside the Macron’s La République En Marche party to “create a decisive 
group in the future Parliament, and a tool to stop the nationalistic wave.”
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Margrethe Vestager
Margrethe Vestager, the Danish Competition Commissioner, 
spoke at the launch of ALDE’s “Team Europe” and called for 
the EU to focus on issues such as climate change, cyber 
security, immigration and jobs for the new generation. 
Going on, Ms Vestager described those issues as “quite more 
important” than the distribution of jobs in Brussels, according to 
the Financial Times. 

Although the Competition Commissioner’s high-profile battles 
with technology giants such as Google have won her significant 
support across Brussels, she faces a stiff challenge to be 
nominated by the Council. A recent decision to block a merger 
between French and German rail companies has cooled what 
otherwise would have been supportive French backing from 
the liberal En March. 

Her domestic rivals in Denmark such as Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen, supported by the 
anti-immigration Danish People’s Party, mean that her chances of passing the Danish vote on the 
European Council are slim. 

Introduction
©

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
U

ni
on

 2
01

8 
- S

ou
rc

e 
: E

P 
/ F

re
d 

M
AR

VA
U

X

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2019                                                                              www.dehavilland.co.uk
13

DeHavilland                                                                      European Parliament Elections 
2019: Spitzenkandidat Nominees

https://www.ft.com/content/e39cc3ae-4bdb-11e9-bbc9-6917dce3dc62
http://www.dehavilland.co.uk


©
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

U
ni

on
 2

01
8 

- S
ou

rc
e 

: E
P 

/ M
at

hi
eu

 C
U

G
N

O
T

We hope you found 
this briefing useful!  
This briefing is an example of the in-depth 

political information we provide to public affairs 
and policy professionals every day.  

 
Our analysts gather vital political news from a 

range of sources to bring our customers live 
coverage tailored to their information needs. 

 
To find out how DeHavilland’s political monitoring 
and research can help your organisation, and to 

request a consultation, visit 
www1.dehavilland.co.uk/trial 

http://www1.dehavilland.co.uk/trial

