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Introduction

The 2019 European Parliament Elections will be held between the 23rd and 26th May 2019 and the EU citizens 
will be called to vote to renew the parliament. The elections will occur at a crucial moment in the history of 
Europe, with the uncertainty of Brexit looming and the clash between Eurosceptics and pro-European parties 
raising the heat. The polls have also foreseen a parliament where, for the first time, the two largest political 
parties, EPP and S&D, will not be able to gain a clear majority, making more complex alliances a necessity 
to ensure that laws are passed, and officials are appointed. In order to make sense of the complex coalition-
building situation in the European Parliament, is vital to know where the major parties stand on key issues in 
specific sectors. 

It is undeniable that populist and Eurosceptic parties will play a role in the new European Parliament. However, 
most of these parties are currently undergoing significant structural changes, with the EFDD and ENF being 
replaced by new alliances. These emerging groups do not have a manifesto and their fragmented and often 
divided nature does not offer enough clarity to allow a comparison with other parties’ manifestos. 

DeHavilland has produced a comparative analysis of the four major European Political Parties’ manifestos 
to offer a clearer overview of the shifting political landscape. The briefing focuses on the four major parties in 
the European Parliament - the European People’s Party (EPP), the Party of European Socialists (PES), the 
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe group (ALDE), and The European Green Party (Greens). The 
briefing aims to provide an overview of the parties’ priorities, policy orientations and proposals for the future 
direction of the European Union for the DeHavilland sectors of expertise. At the end of this briefing, you can 
find a comparative list of all party policies for each sector.
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Political Parties

EPP 
The EPP manifesto proclaims that the party will protect EU citizens from the global threats that risk their 
values and prosperity. These threats include illegal migration, terrorism
and organised crime, new military threats, globalisation, and climate change. Past its emotional electoral 
platform, the EPP manifesto predominantly features economic policy - in particular, economic growth through 
innovation and protecting the European market. 

PES
The Party of European Socialists’ manifesto strives for a ‘Europe of equality and fairness’. Social justice and 
security lie at the heart and proposals on how to overcome inequality, fight for tax justice, tackle the threat 
of climate change, harness the digital revolution, ensure a fair agricultural transformation, manage migration 
better, and guarantee security for all Europeans are the focus. The Socialists demand a new social contract 
for Europe.

Greens 
Faced with on-going and future challenges, the Greens believe in the EU’s capability to undergo powerful 
change and lean towards a “just and sustainable future”. Their manifesto is guided by the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals as they want to build a democratic and inclusive Europe - socially just and environmentally 
sustainable. Some of their main points are to invest in renewable energy, secure people’s privacy online, 
improve recycling, barn harmful pesticides and unnecessary plastics, protect whistle-blowers, and fight tax 
evasion. 

ALDE 
The ALDE Manifesto calls on citizens to reform Europe and develop individual freedom, prosperity, and stability 
while pushing back against rising nationalism and authoritarianism. The manifesto focuses on reforming and 
strengthening EU initiates ranging from the Digital Revolution to preserving the environment. Other important 
issues are civil rights, fighting misinformation and fake news, migration, employment, and trade agreements. 
The ALDE group presents itself as the ultimate champion of European values, identifying them as core liberal 
values and urging voters to use this election as a wakeup call for a new season of reforms and changes, even 
arguing that the soul of Europe itself is at stake.   
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Financial Services & Economic Affairs

Still marked by the effects of the global financial crisis, the previous European Parliament election campaign 
in 2014 focused more on the past than the future. Since then, new challenges and opportunities – such as 
digital currencies, new barriers to trade, sustainability, and Brexit – have emerged, which are reflected in all 
manifestos for the 2019 elections. However, all of them also use the financial crisis of 2008 to look back and 
assess the measures taken previously, while setting the scene for future legislation necessary.

At first glance, a lot of similarities can be found between the four manifestos. All of them agree that the 
Banking Union needs to be strengthened by ensuring tax payers do not bear the risk of failing banks and that 
within the labour force more should be done to tackle inequality. Both EPP and ALDE call for the creation of 
a European Monetary Fund, and the Greens call for the integration of the European Stability Mechanism into 
the EU legal framework. EPP, ALDE and the Greens also call for stronger support for SMEs and EPP, PES 
and the Greens stress that big corporations should not benefit from loopholes giving them tax advantages, 
and that more should be done to eliminate tax havens.  ALDE, however, does not mention taxation at all.

It is often in the absence of policy measures that differences between the manifestos do appear. Where all 
parties call for a strong Banking Union, only PES and the Greens seem to advocate for a European Deposit 
Insurance Scheme (EDIS). The EPP also wishes to see an EDIS, but only when the risks in the European 
banking system have been ‘significantly reduced’. ALDE makes no mention of the EDIS. 

On sustainable finance, however, ALDE has the most outspoken opinion. They call for the creation of stable 
sustainable investment taxonomy in which the role of private actors is crucial. The Greens propose to enhance 
international climate funding and to introduce border-tax adjustments for products coming from countries that 
refuse to limit emissions. Both the EPP and PES do not go nearly as far. The EPP mentions that they wish 
to encourage a more sustainable, more circular economy without going into further detail. PES only mention 
they want to impose taxes on polluters. Finally, with regards to a European budget, the EPP completely 
avoids the topic, ALDE is in favour of creating instruments such as loans or guarantees to mobilise private 
capital, whereas both PES and the Greens directly call for the creation of fiscal capacity for the eurozone.

Overall, the manifestos contain very little surprises, with each political group focusing on the areas where 
they traditionally gain the most votes. The EPP focuses on traditional businesses, promising to support 
SMEs and create 5 million new jobs in the coming years, whilst also ensuring that Europe’s market is 
protected through systematic foreign direct investment screening. PES’s manifesto speaks to the European 
labour force, promising to fight for decent minimum wages and to create a Europe-wide complementary 
unemployment insurance mechanism whilst tackling the downward corporate tax competition by promoting a 
common European approach. 
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ALDE aims to reach socially minded businesses by fostering labour mobility across Europe and promising 
to harness globalisation to generate growth and jobs, while at the same time stressing that sustainable 
investment should be front and centre for the EU to be entirely carbon-neutral by 2050. The Greens try to 
appeal to those citizens who have been dissatisfied with the strong economic focus of the EU in the previous 
years. They propose to entirely reform taxation, so that businesses are taxed rather than income whilst also 
promising to revise the statutes of the European Central Bank so that they appreciate full employment as a 
goal rather than just looking at price stability.

As a final, it could be asked whether what is being proposed are really new ideas. A quick look at the 2014 
manifestos shows that a lot of the measures proposed in 2019 were already suggested in 2014. In 2014, the 
EPP equally focused on supporting SMEs and developing a Social Market Economy. PES, in 2014, focused 
on introducing minimum wages, equality in the labour markets and fighting tax fraud and evasion, as it also 
does in 2019. In 2014, ALDE called for clear sanctions if the Stability and Growth Pact was broken, which it 
also does in 2019. The Greens, both in 2014 and 2019, suggested to introduce a minimum level of corporate 
taxation and called on the ECB to more closely look at employment promotion.
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Health

Similarly, to their manifesto in 2014, ALDE does not seem to consider health as a priority and this policy area 
is not mentioned in their manifesto. No manifestos have sections dedicated to health policy, other than the 
Greens. However, all parties explicitly make references to health throughout and consider it as a cross-cutting 
sector because it touches different areas such as the environment or food. For instance, the PES insists on 
ensuring a “healthy environment” and the Greens emphasizes the need to have “healthy and good quality 
food”.  

Defending the European social model

Defending the European social model is a key focus in the manifestos, along with ensuring a strong welfare 
state to “guarantee citizens’ well-being” and “high-quality public services”. In particular, PES underlines that 
access to high quality healthcare is a right and that it is a duty to protect citizens if they fall sick. The Greens 
specify that healthcare is a priority that can be guaranteed by reducing health inequalities and ensuring 
access to medicines.

Investing in Research and Innovation

All parties insist on the EU to continue investing in research and innovation. Yet, this investment seems to 
follow clear distinctive end goals. The PES, a party traditionally associated to defending workers’ rights, 
considers this investment a contribution towards Europe’s industrial strategy. The Greens want to invest in 
research to “meet big societal challenges” which we can assume refers to climate change whereas the EPP 
who tend to see security as an important goal for the EU, naturally associate this investment with developing 
the EU’s defence capabilities. 

Preventing instead of treating

The Greens want the EU to focus more on preventative methods ahead of treating physical and mental health 
problems. In a resolution adopted in 2006, the European Greens have already underlined that public health 
and health policies could be more efficient not by focusing on “disease management” but rather on “health 
promotion based in the precaution”.

Reforming drug policies

The Greens call on European countries to reform drug policies to help, not punish, people who are suffering 
with abuse. This echoes the traditional party line which has always been that drug addictions should be 
treated as a health problem, not as criminal offences.
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Improving conditions for the elderly

The 2018 Ageing Report showed that fiscal costs linked to pensions, health care and long-term care are 
expected to rise over the coming decades, as Europe’s population continues to age significantly. Faced with 
an ageing population, the EPP want to combat challenges and improve conditions for the elderly as they 
contribute to “shape our economies and create business.” The EPP insist on developing the silver economy 
to promote active ageing. In 2014, during the EPP Congress in Dublin, the party already adopted a resolution 
that called on governments at all levels to promote and stimulate the principle of subsidiarity in terms of a 
long-life society, respecting all age groups. This topic was also briefly mentioned in their 2014 manifesto. As 
a party whose electorate is traditionally associated with the elderly, it is therefore not surprising that the EPP 
has included this policy area as part of their agenda.

Combating antimicrobial resistance (AMR)

In line with past action at EU level, the EPP wants to combat antimicrobial resistance (AMR). The EU has 
been active for more than 15 years bringing about behaviour change on this issue as it is experiencing an 
increase in AMR due to the irrational use of antibiotics. The Commission adopted in 2017 a new EU One 
Health Action Plan against AMR. A non-binding resolution was also adopted by the Parliament last year 
and this topic was also of particular interest for the Romanian Presidency of the Council. Finally, the EPP 
also mentions that they want to fight chronic and infectious diseases. These ideas echoes those of Manfred 
Weber, the EPP candidate for President of the European Commission who believes that “a better Europe is 
a Europe that protects” citizens. 
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Agri-Food, Fisheries & Animal Welfare

All manifestos address the agri-food sector by highlighting the recent debates on the reform the common 
agriculture policy (CAP). They also push for a change in the way food is produced and consumed to face 
current and future challenges to health, environment and animals.  

Reforming the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)

On 1 June 2018, the European Commission presented three legislative proposals on the CAP beyond 2020. 
These proposals aim to make the CAP more responsive to challenges such as climate change or generational 
renewal, while continuing to support European farmers for a sustainable and competitive agricultural sector. 
Recently, the AGRI Committee adopted the draft reports on these proposals and the legislative files will be 
continued during the next parliamentary term.
For the PES, the EU’s agricultural policy needs to be able to face those challenges by meeting new societal 
demands. These societal demands include sustainable production methods, better nutrition, reduce food 
waste, better animal welfare, climate protection and the preservation of biodiversity. Indeed, this manifesto 
reflects their views during the discussions on the reform of the CAP. For them, the draft reports adopted 
recently on the legislative proposals regarding the CAP are not ambitious enough in terms of sustainability 
and environmental protection.
 
The Greens support the PES’s opinion on the reform of the CAP and call similarly for a greener CAP that 
would move from industrial agriculture and genetically modified organisms (GMOs) towards an organic and 
agro-ecological one. They want to redirect agricultural subsidies to sustainable farming, based on fair and 
results-based conditions to protect the environment and help cut emissions. During the recent discussions 
on the CAP reform, they started a campaign asking citizens what they want to see as priorities for the 
upcoming the CAP. As mentioned in their manifesto, they insist that the CAP’s objective remains largely 
unchanged since 1962 and they want it to be radically reviewed specially to reflect the finite environmental 
limits. Furthermore, the Greens also want to ban harmful pesticides such as glyphosates and stop production 
of unnecessary plastics. The banning of glyphosate has always been high on the agenda for the Greens and 
is not new. In 2017, they launched a study on alternatives to glyphosate.

In line with their core values such as tradition and family, the EPP wants a CAP that will be fit for the 21st 
century while maintaining traditions and preserving rural landscapes and communities. It wants to meet 
challenges to family farms with targeted support and a modern CAP. It calls for fairer, more sustainable and 
results-driven policies, while respecting subsidiarity, local conditions and adhering to common EU rules. 
The CAP must be designed to help family farms to face globalisation, climate change and challenges to 
food security. It must also provide additional incentives for both young and female farmers, along with the 
introduction of digital solutions.
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The ALDE pushes for “a unbureaucratic, lean, transparent, and modern common agricultural policy” that 
incentivises innovation, entrepreneurship, generational renewal and sustainability in farming. The new CAP 
should also combat challenges such as antimicrobial resistance, food security, and promote alternative and 
environmentally friendly agricultural methods. Finally, they do not want a re-nationalisation of agricultural 
policy.
 
Focusing on Agriculture & Trade
 
The Greens believe that trade rules should allow Member States to compensate domestic producers for extra 
costs due to higher environmental, animal protection or public health standards. The EPP is committed to 
defending the EU’s high standards and fighting unfair practices in trade negotiations so that the EU agricultural 
sector remains competitive and that European consumers continue to enjoy high standards.

Ensuring healthy & good quality food

All parties want to ensure healthy and good quality food. The Greens believe that to make informed choices, 
people need to know what their food contains, where it is coming from, and how it has been produced. They 
also want to reduce meat consumption in favour of healthier, more sustainable plant-based diets. The EPP 
does not accept dual food quality in Europe. Indeed, this echoes the EPP’s position last year on dual-quality 
products where they support what they call “equal treatment for consumers” and that products sold under the 
same brand must have the same composition throughout the EU.

Fisheries & Animal Welfare

The PES only briefly mentions animal welfare whereas the Greens are the only party that has a paragraph 
dedicated to animal welfare in its manifesto. For them, animals have the right to live free from abuse and they 
call for a ban on fur farming, transporting live animals long distances, and animal testing. They also believe 
that animals on farms should be guaranteed the right to natural behaviour and no public money should be 
spent on industrial animal farming.

Regarding fisheries, the Greens have a separate section for this sector while the EPP briefly mentions that 
it is important to defend European standards for fisheries. Fishing in Europe needs to take place within 
sustainable limits. The Greens insist that seasonal fishing closures allowing fish stocks to recover should be 
complied with by all Member States. They also want illegal fishing to be stopped and that imported fish are 
required to meet European conservation standards. They want to end deep-sea bottom-trawling and other 
particularly destructive forms of industrial fishing and limit the impact of bottom-contact fisheries on eco-
systems.
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Digital & Technology

Technology has deeply impacted European economy and society, and the upcoming legislature is going to 
see MEPs and institutions alike promoting initiatives to adapt Europe to the new digital order. Nonetheless, 
as the concluding legislature has demonstrated, the complexity of the challenge, the strong stakeholder 
interests and the division between parliamentary groups will not make things easy. Looking back at how 
complex controversial negotiations on the Copyright Directive, E-Privacy and Data Protection were make it 
easy to see that the issues that will dominate the next legislature in the field of digital and tech will not be any 
less challenging. For the EU to be prepared for the digital revolution, issues such as AI, Data Protection and 
the regulation of the Digital Single Market need to be tackled.

AI and Robotics: friend or foe?

Artificial intelligence is going to be one of the great issues of the next Parliament and Commission. All parts 
recognise its importance and its potential effects on the European economy and society. The European 
Commission in its communication on AI recognised that AI will help to solve some of the world’s biggest 
challenges such as treating chronic diseases, fighting climate change, or anticipating cybersecurity threats. 
At the same time issues such as robots replacing workers, unethical algorithms, access to personal data and 
computers going rogue represent some of the key issues to be dealt with to make AI in Europe a success. 
Following the adoption of the Coordinated Plan on Artificial Intelligence, AI and Robotics will be one of the key 
areas of interest in the 2021-2027 budget of the EU and of the IX legislature in general. On these issues, the 
manifestos present different approaches.

The EPP is the most enthusiastic about the opportunities in this sector, dedicating an entire section of its 
manifesto to it. The group calls for more investment in this area to ensure that the EU becomes “a leader in 
this field” and to ensure that European industries remain competitive. The human principle remains present 
especially regarding investing in “lifelong learning programmes”.  The EPP is expected to lead in this area, 
but it will probably clash with other groups over balancing effectively with issues such as workers’ rights, 
privacy, and security concerns.  The EPP also would like to have one of its members in the lead over the 
issue, with Alex Stubb, the former Finnish minister, lobbying for a position such as the future digital czar of 
the Commission.

ALDE as well appears supportive of using AI to improve the economy but stresses the importance of creating 
a “strong legal framework”, in order to ensure that the technology itself can be properly used in the economy 
and public life. ALDE stresses the importance of focusing on the “application of new technologies” and not 
the technology itself.  Nonetheless, Alde has well has called for more funding for research in this sector and 
numerous and numerous ALDE MEPs have shown to have strong interests and concerns over the issue, 
often weighing in their opinions in the major debates.
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The position of the PES is a bit disappointing. The second largest party of the European Parliament dedicates 
only a few lines and vague ideas on such an important issue. Nonetheless, from the manifesto, and previously 
stated positions by some of its representatives, it is clear that the PES will support a people-first approach on 
AI. The group highlights the need to harness the benefits of the digital revolution but ensure that “no person or 
territory should be left behind in the digital transition”. The group will still play an important role when the issue 
reaches parliament, but it will mostly focus on research funding, open algorithms and user privacy (especially 
when AI is used in data analysis and machine learning).

Finally, if the EPP is the most excited about the economic benefits of AI, the Greens are the ones that are 
more afraid of the risks that the AI revolution will bring. The Greens take the same people-first approach 
expressed by PES and push it to the limit stating that AI may lead to a more inclusive and just market, if well 
regulated. The manifesto stresses the importance of “humans remaining in control” with freedom to access 
open algorithms for scrutiny and ensuring that the same algorithms are free from discrimination. A particular 
point of the Green Manifesto is its full opposition to the development of “robots programmed to kill”. The 
Greens are expected to greatly contribute to the debate, especially in trying to introduce more social issues 
in a field that is expected to be dominated by economic and security concerns.

Protecting Users: Data Protection, Privacy and Cybersecurity

Personal data has often been compared, exaggeratedly in certain circumstances, to oil and other strategic 
resources for its importance in the new digital economy. Therefore, EU institutions have been busy 
strengthening the rules on data protection, with GDPR as the key example of it. Moreover, the EU has made 
a huge step forward in improving measures to tackle cybersecurity and disinformation online, such as the 
Cybersecurity Act and the Code of Practice on Disinformation. Nonetheless, with key files such E-Privacy and 
the Directive on Terrorist Content Online still to be completed, data protection and cybersecurity will still draw 
attention in the debate in the digital and tech arena.

The EPP has stressed the importance of strengthening the EU defence capabilities in this area, even 
calling for the creation of a Cyber Brigade, to prevent and thwart cyber-attacks from hostile countries. The 
position of the manifesto is also in line with the traditional stance of the EPP of intensifying the fight over fake 
news, misinformation and data breaches. The EPP, in fact, would like social media platforms to take more 
responsibilities in fact-checking information. Another important point is the issue of challenging hate speech 
online, with a focus on antisemitism. The EPP is expected to keep its traditional stance on these issues, both 
with the ongoing legislative process, as well as future regulations in these fields.

The PES in its manifestos did not highlight any specific measures. However, the manifesto stresses the 
importance to fight against the spreading of “fake news” and misinformation. Moreover, like the EPP, the PES 
will tackle hate speech online. The PES is expected to be very active on this issue, especially when it comes 
to protecting users and their privacy. 
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ALDE’s manifesto is mostly focused on Data Protection, a position in line with most of ALDE members stances 
in the previous legislation. The group would like for data protection rules to be adopted and harmonised in 
all member states. On the issue of cybersecurity and disinformation the group calls for greater capacity and 
cooperation between member states. The manifesto also distinguishes itself by presenting a clear position on 
opposing censorship and upload filters as well as in support of freedom of internet and freedom of information. 
This point is particularly important since the party in the previous legislature was quite divided on the issue. A 
clear example was on the Copyright Directive, where the party divided in half on the proposal over the issue 
of upload filters and “blocking the free internet”. It will be interesting to see whether the party will continue to 
keep its unity once controversial regulations may be called into questions, from regulating access to data to 
new cybersecurity initiatives.

Finally, the Greens, like Alde, argue for European Data Protection Rules to be implemented in full around 
Europe, calling for basic settings to guarantee the highest standard of data protection and security. The 
Green’s manifesto also focuses on the importance of protecting freedom of expression and human rights 
online, an argument which the Greens have become the strongest supporters of in the closing legislature. 
Likewise, in this mandate, the Green party will adopt a strong stance on this issue and it will be difficult to 
compromise with. They will not hesitate to campaign against any measure that they consider “threatening” 
for civil liberties.

Completing the Digital Single Market: unfinished business

The Digital Single Market was one of the dominant projects of the past legislature. Since the 2015 Commission 
Communication on A Digital Single Market Strategy for Europe, plenty of reforms and files have been debated 
and voted on. Although most of the proposed legislations have been completed, there are still areas that need 
to be addressed and files to be negotiated. Completing the Digital Single Market to ensure that it provides 
the much-needed boost to the EU economy will be a priority, but each group has a different idea on how to 
tackle the main issues.

On the issue of the digital economy, all the main parties share a different approach to it. The EPP’s manifesto 
focuses mostly on the competition of the enterprises, particularly SMEs. They call for a reduction of red tape 
and focus on the difficult task of balancing between competitiveness and respect of user privacy. The most 
important concern for the EPP, however, is the need to modernise the European bureaucracy and legal 
framework of the digital age. ALDE support the same idea of reinforcing the legal framework of the EU in the 
digital field, while also stressing the importance of competition and the necessity of the EU to fight against 
tech monopolies. This point will be particularly important for the group when the Parliament will be called to 
discuss new proposals for reforming EU competition law. The Greens seem to agree with this approach of 
fighting monopolies and tech giants, asking for the creation of an Independent European Authority for the 
supervision of the digital sectors. Finally, the PES does not make any major proposition in its manifesto, but it 
is expected that they will lean towards the Greens and ALDE stance on competition and the legal framework.
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The introduction of a Digital Tax will be another dividing argument for the European Parliament, with all four 
main groups supporting the idea, but differing on what it should cover and how high should it be. Furthermore, 
the proposal was already blocked in this legislature by the division between member states, and this may 
well happen again with the new Parliament. The Greens and the PES have been calling for strong solutions, 
both in their manifestos and in their press releases, and to ensure that new proposals do not create loopholes 
that will allow tech giants to avoid fair taxation. EPP and ALDE have also called for a fair tax, however, they 
are slightly less clear on what exactly this will mean for digital companies,  with the EPP stating that it will 
“collaborate” with the OECD initiative on the matter.

Another issue on which all four groups seems to agree upon is to strengthen funding for research and improve 
EU citizens digital skills and literacy in preparation for a changing job market. The ALDE manifesto is very 
clear on its strategy, calling for reaching the target of 3% EU GDP invested in research and development by 
2020 and calling for investment in education to equip workers with new skills fit for the digital age. The EPP as 
well is supportive of this approach, calling for increasing digital skills and even going so far to propose a new 
European University Institute 4.0, combining the latest breakthroughs in technological innovations, philosophy 
and ethics to foster human-centred innovations, while also and investing in life-long learning programmes 
that boost employability. The Greens are ambitious in their propositions, calling for an increase in funding for 
research and education for people and workers in the digital age. The group also calls for measures aimed at 
assisting the workers during this transition and to update labour rules and welfare regimes, so they recognise 
the changing nature of work, the rise of self-employment, and the gig and platform economy. The PES as well 
is expected to weigh in on these issues, although no clear objective is stated in the manifesto. The Group has 
stated that it will adopt policies to ensure that no-one is left behind, supporting measures that will guarantee 
investment into research and innovation, training and life-long learning, and ensure that jobs are created and 
protected in EU.
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Energy & Climate Change

Climate action will be central for voters during the European elections in 2019. According to a survey conducted 
by Ipsos Mori in January 2019, large majorities of potential voters across all age groups want EU decision 
makers to tackle global warming. In its Communication on a long-term vision for a modern, competitive 
and climate neutral economy, the European Commission acknowledged that climate change is a ‘serious 
concern for Europeans’ and ‘immediate and decisive climate action is essential’. However, achieving carbon 
neutrality by 2050, to fulfil the Paris Agreement objectives, will require a transformation that will present both 
opportunities and challenges for European citizens and the economy. The European Commission’s strategy 
did not launch new policies, rather it aimed to set the course for future EU energy and climate policy while 
opening a debate among European decision-makers and citizens on how Europe should prepare and travel 
towards the mid-century horizon.
 
The European Parliament will play a fundamental role in scrutinizing policy proposals brought forward by the 
next European Commission. The manifestos provide an opportunity to assess whether the major European 
political parties aim to address climate and energy related issues as demanded by voters.  In their 2019 
manifestos all parties attempted to respond to the EU citizen’s growing concern of climate change. However, 
there are major differences on the targets, issues, and proposed solutions.

Different levels of ambition
 
Apart from the Greens - running on a clear environmental electoral platform - climate and energy issues 
are secondary to other themes in the other parties’ manifestos. However, compared to 2014, climate and 
environment issues feature more prominently in the EPP, PES and ALDE manifestos. All parties agree that 
the European Union should be a global leader in fighting climate change, but the level of ambition and 
commitments vary.
 
In 2014 the EPP and ALDE mentioned climate change only briefly while the PES mentioned that they 
would “support further binding targets in the reduction of carbon emissions” without providing specific aims. 
Conversely, the Greens were already advocating for “setting a target to further reduce emissions by at least 
55% from their 1990 levels by 2030 to reach a carbon-neutral society by 2050”.

In their 2019 manifesto, the Greens continue to advocate for “binding carbon budgets reducing emissions 
by at least 55% by 2030 and building a net-zero emissions economy”. Furthermore, they claim to be guided 
by the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which they believe must be “implemented across all EU 
internal and external policies” through a high-level implementation strategy which “identifies and addresses 
the gaps in current policies”.
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ALDE and PES have both increased their level of ambition since the last elections. ALDE state that the EU 
should revise the 2030 emission reduction targets, mirroring the position taken by the Greens. Moreover, 
both PES and ALDE agree that the EU should achieve carbon neutrality by 2050 and advocate for the 
implementation of the SDGs.  The EPP is the only party reluctant to commit to carbon neutrality by 2050 
and to not explicitly mention the implementation of the SDGs. The party has traditionally put growth and 
competitiveness at the centre of its vision for the EU and this would explain why it has decided to take a more 
cautious and cost-effective approach to decarbonisation of the European economy.  
 
Policy and instrument priorities
 
The Greens’ approach to decarbonisation is underpinned by the principle of ‘polluters pay’. Concerning the 
energy sector, the Greens state that the EU must phase out coal by 2030 and other fossil fuels, gas and 
nuclear thereafter. With energy efficiency and energy savings as their number one priority, the party aims to 
achieve 100% renewable energy by 2050, which it claims will increase the EU’s energy independence. The 
Greens also envision further investment, development of sustainable transport, and further decarbonisation 
as central to reduce CO2 emissions and proposals are discussed at length in the next section of this briefing. 
As part of its carbon neutral solution, the Greens also promote the circular economy to create “more value 
and using fewer resources”. 

On specific financial and market instruments to be deployed, the Greens state that they will promote the 
allocation of billions of Euros to sustainable investments and innovation. Furthermore, the Greens aim to end 
fossil fuel subsidies in EU funds and to strengthen the EU emissions trading system (EU ETS) by introducing 
a strong carbon-floor price. In the field of taxation, the Greens want to bring forward an ecological tax reform 
where Member States will be required to raise taxes on fossil fuels and consider a carbon border-tax adjustment 
to deal with climate action free-riders internationally. Furthermore, the Greens consider environmental taxes 
and bans, specifically on non-recyclable plastics and the extraction of raw materials. Lastly, the Greens want 
to address the issue of ensuring a socially just transition, by setting up a special European scheme to finance 
retraining and moving to new jobs, providing social security and alleviating fears.

Similarly, ALDE promotes the same 100% renewable energy targets as the Greens but does not mention 
deadlines for the phase out of fossil fuels. Rather, it vaguely states that the EU’s cohesion funds should not 
support programmes that are detrimental to the Paris Agreement and the EU’s climate and energy objectives. 
ALDE aims to complete the Energy Union and foster research and development in low emission technologies, 
infrastructure, clean energy production, and energy efficiency. Moreover, ALDE explores proposals for 
sustainable transport and the role of the circular economy but does not provide specific plans for the latter. 
On instruments, ALDE states that strengthening the EU ETS with the possibility of covering more sectors will 
be a key priority.  Furthermore, it agrees with the Greens on the need for a stable framework for sustainable 
investments and finance.
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The PES also employs the idea of making polluters pay and supporting investment in affordable clean energy. 
The Party focuses on espousing climate action with social justice. Its primary concern is to combat energy 
poverty, provide affordable energy-efficient housing and sustainable transport. However, the party only states 
that it wants to make the EU a leader in renewable energies without setting any targets. For the PES, CO2 
emissions should be taxed at EU level in a socially fair way. It also seeks to promote a Just Transition Fund 
and a Plan for Affordable Housing and Clean Public Transport.
 
Contrary to the Greens, the EPP wants to incentivise emission reductions in industries and energy sector. 
For the party, environmental protection should not stifle economic growth. The EPP prefers a ‘cost-effective 
expansion’ of renewable energy and promotes the strengthening of the Energy Union through further 
integration of internal electricity and gas markets. The EPP states that it will incentivise emissions reduction 
with an effective price on CO2 in the EU ETS and enable investments in all low-carbon technology solutions, 
particularly in the transport sector. The EPP elaborates more than ALDE and the PES on its plan to foster a 
circular economy as it states that it will increase recycling, reusing, and repairing. Regarding the transition, 
the EPP does not provide a plan to mitigate the effect of the decarbonisation of the EU economy, choosing to 
focus on the job creation the transition will bring instead.
 
While all manifestos are ‘greener’ than 2014, the differences between the EPP level of ambition and policies 
could lead to more difficult coalition building in the new European Parliament. If, as projected by the polls, 
the EPP wins fewer seats, we might see other ‘traditional’ European Parties raise the level of ambition for 
future EU climate and energy policy while Eurosceptic and right-wing parties rebalance the equation with their 
predominantly negative or apathetic stance to climate and environment issues. 
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Transport

ALDE discusses transport the least in their manifesto, however, has clear direction they want to take. 
The group calls for the end of the fuel tax exemptions for international aviation by updating the Chicago 
Convention. They also support greater investment in smart mobility, cross-border and sustainable infrastructure 
projects, including Trans-European Networks, and want to move towards more zero-emission vehicles and 
decarbonisation of all transport modes, with greater investment towards associated infrastructure. On self-
driving vehicles, ALDE wants the EU to be the first to enable self-driving vehicles on its roads and innovative 
solutions for the last mile of delivery. Lastly, ALDE also want to strengthen EU-ETS mentioning inclusion of 
more sectors, such as transport in an upstream mode, as an option. In 2014, transport was mentioned only 
as a sector to be reinforced with no specific actions or targets included.

The EPP positions itself as technologically neutral, aiming to enable investments and innovation in all 
technological solutions related to low-carbon mobility. The group views intelligent transport a contributor to 
transport decarbonisation and sees standardisation of charging options as key to enable the EU to be one 
of the global leaders in e-mobility. Transport is a minor point in the EPP manifesto, but it does align with 
ALDE’s key points, such as support for greener transport, smart mobility, and an aim for global leadership in 
innovative transport solutions. The group broadly states that it will invest in rail, road, and digital infrastructure 
to increase region competitiveness, and improve connectivity and mobility across all regions, but does not 
provide exact deliverables. The EPP also plan to invest in technologies to support the development of smart 
cities to increase the quality of life in all parts of the continent, but, again without clarification on how this will 
be done. In the 2014 manifesto, however, transport was not mentioned as a sector.

The core goal of the Greens is to reduce pollution in the transport sector, particularly road and air, at a rapid 
pace and move towards rail where possible. The group mentions the need for fair taxation of flights to ensure 
fair competition, particularly in relation to rail, while also suggesting that a European flight tax, European VAT 
on tickets, and ending the kerosene tax exemption for airplanes should be used to fund sustainable transport. 
The group suggests that an introduction of the polluter-pays principle would level the playing field between 
transport modes. On transport emissions, the group states that all trucks, vans, trains, ships and planes must 
eventually become zero-emission vehicles, while no new fossil-fuel cars should be sold in Europe after 2030. 
Comparing this to 2014, the Greens held the same line, viewing aviation and road transport as major sources 
of greenhouse gases, air pollution, and noise. As in 2019, the Greens also emphasised fair competition 
between different modes of transport, with an emphasis on the railway network for both regional and long-
distance connections, and as an alternative to road and air transport particularly when moving goods. For 
non-freight transport, transportation power by electricity was to be made more attractive. Biofuels were a 
major contention point from environmental, food price, and security perspectives, which is why the Greens 
called for abandonment of food crop-based fuels. While there is a smaller number of issues mentioned in the 
2019 manifesto, there is a clear emphasis on air travel, which will most likely be the basis for Green’s work.

Introduction

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2019                                                                              www.dehavilland.co.uk
16

DeHavilland                                                                      EP 2019 Elections: 
Manifesto Comparison

http://www.dehavilland.co.uk


PES mentions in briefly that improving mobility and air quality can in turn improve citizens’ quality of life, which 
is why they will promote a Plan for Affordable Housing and Clean Public Transport in Europe, but no other 
actions are discussed. Transport did not play a role in the previous PES’ manifesto.
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Trade

The ALDE group positions itself strongly in favour of liberal trade and globalisation, as well as open, rules-
based, and free trade underpinned by WTO. On the topic of WTO, ALDE expresses support for its reform as a 
way to counteract unilateral actions, likely a nod to current US policy. It also views protectionism as a growing 
trend rather than one-off event. ALDE seeks to position the EU as a global actor and a standard setter in 
international trade, therefore it wants to set the bar for standards in future trade agreements on issues such 
as social, economic, environmental, and production standards via transparent negotiations. This is a notable 
departure from its previous manifesto. Previously, ALDE spoke much less of trade, mentioning specifically 
only of working towards an EU-US free trade agreement and other major economic regions, while giving 
broad support for competition, removal of obstacles to trade, and effective regulation of the market.

EPP focuses on creating new market opportunities by implementing existing rules and opening new sectors, 
especially in the digital economy and circular economy. The group also seeks to open new trade negotiations 
while protecting European standards, preventing unfair trade practices, and negotiating in a transparent 
fashion. In the case of the US, while in favour of negotiations, the EPP want standards not to be lowered in 
the process. The party echoes ALDE when speaking of building capacity in Europe through a forward-looking 
European industrial and competition policy, specifically positioning this as a challenge against China and 
the US. However, the group did not say anything concrete on the EU’s role on the international arena or the 
WTO. In the previous manifesto, the EPP discussed a transatlantic partnership with the US, specifically a 
transatlantic free market, as long as the agreement protects European standards. However, as in the case of 
ALDE, that was the lone trade goal set out.

European Greens, however, have been vocal against the major trade agreements (CETA, TTIP, TISA) viewing 
them as flawed, the negotiations process as non-transparent, and rejecting ‘privileged’ dispute settlement 
rights for investors. The Greens want open and fair-trade policies based on international rules, transparent 
processes, and high standards, which echoes ALDE’s manifesto, and welcomes multilateral agreements 
over bilateral ones. It also expects the Paris Agreement, international labour standards rules and Sustainable 
Development Goals as being the foundation of trade treaties. In the 2014 manifesto, the Greens maintained a 
very similar stance. The group was in favour of a multilateral trade order that would support the development 
of poorer countries and the transition to a green, social, equitable and democratic development model. 
They critiqued the non-transparent nature of TTIP negotiations and were opposed to any weakening of EU 
legislation for the purpose of closing the deal. Here too, the Greens spoke strongly against international-
state dispute settlement as a way for corporates to protect their interests above all else. Overall, the Greens 
maintain a consistent position, often critical of various elements of international trade agreements.
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PES calls for unity against isolationism, and acceptance of different forms of globalisation. In a similar fashion 
with ALDE and the Greens, PES wants EU trade deals to have binding social and environmental standards, 
human rights, consumer protection and workers’ rights standards. The group also speaks up against what 
they label the “old fashioned private arbitration system”. The previous manifesto is equally brief and also 
calls for all trade agreements to be bound to the protection of people´s human and social rights, decent work, 
environmental standards, and culture, as well as corporate social responsibility and fair trade. PES maintains 
a broad and all-encompassing position with an emphasis on protections being included in all trade deals.

Introduction

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2019                                                                              www.dehavilland.co.uk
19

DeHavilland                                                                      EP 2019 Elections: 
Manifesto Comparison

http://www.dehavilland.co.uk


Security & Defence
 

ALDE positions the EU as a global player and seeks to increase its influence, both as soft and hard power. 
Here, ALDE wants greater autonomy for the EU and Member States with regards to security. The group 
supports cooperation in defence spending and the agreement of PESCO, and additional defence cooperation 
in areas of mutual advantage. All this is being presented as supplementing NATO as the ‘backbone of military 
cooperation’. In the long-term, ALDE supports more interlocking and interoperable European forces, and 
closer cooperation to address hybrid activities, such as disinformation campaigns, cyber espionage, cyber-
attacks, and crime. In the 2014, ALDE mainly aimed at creating a common cybersecurity policy as way to 
protect privacy and economy.

The EPP largely states similar propositions to ALDE. It also sees the future as Europe becoming more 
independent. However, a unique goal of EPP is the aim to establish a European Cyber Brigade within 2 
years to address cyber-attacks in Europe. The EPP seeks to join national resources for the development of 
a European drone and ensure future combat systems are produced in Europe. It strongly supports pooling 
of resources, including military capacities and joint action but, as ALDE highlight, this will not supersede 
national armies or infringe on specific security and defence policies of Member States. They also express 
their commitment to NATO and work towards strengthening together with the US. In 2014, the group was 
already in favour of pooling and sharing of military and security resources and closer cooperation with NATO, 
and sought to boost Europe’s foreign, security and defence capacities. The European Cyber Brigade remains 
its unique aim in 2019.

The European Greens echo ALDE and the EPP with support for European common security and defence 
policy, pooling and sharing resources and coordinated Member States’ efforts at the European level. However, 
the group opposes redirecting European funds towards military purposes. Comparing this position to the 2014 
manifesto, the Greens have stated they are prioritising non-violence and a culture of dialogue, mediation, 
reconciliation and cooperation, and a goal of strengthening of the EU’s humanitarian role. They also called for 
the strengthening of parliamentary control of EU military operations. They were opposed to financing military 
research from the EU budget, such as for the development of European drones and sought to cut down on 
trade in arms, prevent arms exports that could be used against freedom movements and civil protests, and 
stop the use of fully automated lethal weapons systems. While still largely opposed to the use of the EU 
budget for military purposes, the Greens seem to have shifted their position regarding security and defence 
cooperation, increasing their support overall.

PES states that it will develop common European defence, pooling and sharing of resources to ensure peace 
and security, in cooperation with NATO and other international organisations, which is the extent of the party’s 
position on this topic. In 2014, however, PES specifically called for Europe to become a global player, with a 
strong voice and tools necessary to lead in promoting peace, democracy , and shared prosperity throughout
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the world. The party also wanted to see the EU as ‘an effective agent of peace abroad and an efficient 
promoter of defence cooperation”.

Lastly, the EPP, ALDE and Greens support the move away from qualified majority voting on foreign policy, 
while the PES does not take a stance on this.
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Social Affairs 

The dividing lines between the political groups’ views on social matters are clear to see in their manifestos. 
Although there is a common commitment to European values and equality, what this means in terms of policy 
proposals varies widely. There is also disagreement on the extent to which the groups believe that social 
affairs should be the preserve of member states versus an area of competency for the EU.

The EPP state that they wish to take the European social model of “high-quality public services”, workers 
and a balance of social interests and market forces into the 21st century as an alternative to “China’s state-
run communism” and “American-style capitalism”. In general, the centre-right group appear to view social 
right through an economic prism, saying that they wish to work with trade unions and businesses to prevent 
citizens from losing out as a result of globalisation and calling for “a strong economy for a society in which 
everyone is taken care of and finds security and opportunities”. In notable contrast to the other groups, the 
EPP want to see family law and other social issues remain firmly in the hands of member states. Additionally, 
there are repeated references to Europe’s Christian cultural heritage, which they appear to believe should 
inform choices made in the European Union.

ALDE support the economic view of social affairs, saying that “member states must build sustainable welfare 
systems and inclusive societies, supporting technological progress and dismantling barriers to enter the 
labour market”. However, their manifesto makes repeated self-reference to the strong liberal strand in their 
group’s ideology and call for “a Europe that is proud of its diversity and works for the benefit of its minorities”.

Whilst the PES agree with the importance of “leaving no person and no territory behind in the green and 
digital transitions”, the group are understandably more ambitious in this field. Their manifesto describes the 
2019 election as an opportunity to “sign a new Social Contract for a Europe which protects citizens’ rights” 
and they reject what they see as “neoliberal and conservative models of the past”. In policy terms, this means 
proposals including a European complementary unemployment insurance mechanism to kick in in the event 
of a “strong increase in unemployment” in a member state.

Probably the largest number of specific commitments in the area of social affairs come from the Greens. They 
stress that “we need to build a democratic and inclusive Europe that is socially just” and, naturally, wish to see 
greater environmental justice, arguing that failure to do so disproportionately affects those who are struggling. 
Amongst their lengthy wish list are provisions for a universal income and a scheme to fund training and social 
security as people transition to a new economy.

Across all four groups there is support for widening participation in educational and cultural programmes such 
as Erasmus and the Youth Guarantee. Similarly, the Socialists, ALDE, and the Greens all urge greater action 
to tackle gender inequality.
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Migration

One area of complete agreement amongst the main political group is that the status quo on migration is not 
working. The Socialists say in the prologue to their manifesto that “Europe needs to [...] manage migration 
better”, with ALDE going further and asserting that “the EU asylum and migration system is no longer fit for 
purpose”.

Despite this, the groups have dramatically different views on the direction that policy should move in. The 
outlier here is the Parliament’s current largest group - the EPP - who take a security-based stance. Their 
manifesto argues that protecting the EU’s external borders is important for “securing our citizens and the trust 
in our Union” as well as for ensuring borderless travel within the Schengen area. Specifically, they stress that 
no should be able to come into Europe without the knowledge and explicit approval of the authorities. The 
group also calls for both a solid integration policy and an effective return policy.

The tone of the other three groupings is rather different. There is far greater emphasis on creating safe 
channels for legitimate and legal asylum migration. The PES, ALDE, and Greens/EFA also all see the need 
for a common asylum system at the European level. The challenge in the upcoming Parliament will be 
whether or not a centre-left leaning coalition can carry enough votes to reach agreement on such a politically 
contentious issue. Even if they can, the European Council is likely to remain fairly sceptical of such moves.
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Institutional Reform

The most striking point when comparing what the four manifestos have to say on institutional reform is that 
neither of the two largest political groups in the current Parliament have much to say at all. For example, 
despite declaring that “radical change is required to build a project for the future which all Europeans can 
believe in” in their manifesto, the PES have next to nothing in terms of concrete proposals.

The EPP, similarly, speak of a desire to make European democracy more accountable and “closer to citizens”, 
but fall short of many commitments. The notable exception to this is their insistence that the Commission 
President should automatically be the Spitzenkandidat of the winning European Parliament political group.

The ALDE prospectus speaks in probably the most firmly pro-European terms, urging “true reforms of 
institutions and policies” to create a Union “willing and able to act”.

It is the Greens, however, who are the most ambitious. Their push for a “truly European movement” involves 
policies such as removing the unanimity requirement for legislation, an increased budget, a “legislative 
footprint”, and greater accountability. The group also nail their federalist colours to the mast, stating that 
further steps must be taken towards an ever-closer Union, including within the scope of the current treaties. 
Their calls for the development of “a full supranational democracy” involves more power for those directly 
elected with a European mandate. The Greens also oppose those considering a multi-speed EU.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, there is widespread support amongst the groups of MEPs for a beefed up role for the 
European Parliament.
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EPP PES ALDE Greens
• Completing the Banking Union 

that includes a European Deposit 
Insurance Scheme, but only when 
the risks in the European banking 
system have been ‘significantly 
reduced’. 

• European Stability Mechanism 
should be turned into a fully-
fledged European Monetary 
Fund.

• Enforce agreed European 
economic rules on Member 
States’ public finances to provide 
all citizens with economic stability, 
defend their savings and pensions 
against economic crises caused 
by reckless policies, and provide 
companies with a stable outlook. 

• Decisions on a national level 
require liability on a national level. 
This must be observed especially 
for national debt. 

• Encourage a more sustainable, 
more circular economy in Europe.

• Strong support for SMEs to create 
5 million new jobs in the coming 
years.

• Social Market Economy: Focus 
on equal opportunities for women 
in labour markets and increase 
European Fund for Transition.

• Strengthen the rules of the 
financial and banking sectors 
because citizens should not see 
their deposits at risk. 

• Substantial reform of the eurozone 
and its own budget. European fiscal 
rules must be reviewed to make 
sure that they foster sustainable 
growth and employment.

• Principle of equal pay for equal 
work at the same place must be 
respected. 

• Decent minimum wages across 
Europe and an inclusive 
complementary unemployment 
insurance mechanism, to support 
member states in the event of a 
strong increase in unemployment. 

• A binding EU Gender Equality 
Strategy, through which we will 
continue to lead the fight to end 
the pay and pension gaps.

• The need for tax justice and leading 
the light against tax evasion, 
tax avoidance and aggressive 
tax planning by promoting a 
common European approach 
to stop downward corporate tax 
competition. 

• Rapid implementation of a 
Banking Union in the eurozone, 
based on strengthening the 
responsibility of owners and 
creditors of banks rather than 
increasing the liability of either the 
taxpayer or competitors for the 
failure of a bank.

• Better control mechanism and 
more automatic sanctions on 
countries when the Stability and 
Growth Pact is broken. 

• Reform of the European Stability 
Mechanism into a true European 
Monetary Fund.

• Manage all European funds in a 
more effective and transparent 
manner. In addition to current 
spending methods largely based 
on subsidies, financial instruments 
such as loans or guarantees can 
be used more to mobilise private 
capital.

• Cohesion funds shall not support 
programmes or projects that 
counter the Paris Agreement or the 
EU’s climate and energy objectives. 
Cohesion policy should be linked 
to the European Semester 
and support implementation of 
structural reforms.

• Banks need higher capital 
requirements and banking 
crucial to the real economy 
must be separated from trading. 
The Banking Union must be 
completed with a workable EU 
deposit insurance scheme. 

• The European Central Bank 
statutes must be revised to allow 
it to act as a last-resort lender for 
Member States and to provide 
temporary relief from crisis in 
government bond markets, and 
to foster full employment, besides 
price stability. 

• Social and environmental 
objectives on an equal footing 
with the budgetary targets of 
an updated and reformulated 
Stability and Growth Pact.

• Fiscal Compact and European 
Stability Mechanism must 
be profoundly reformed and 
integrated into the EU legal 
framework with the full involvement 
of the European Parliament.

• The EU needs a substantially 
more ambitious and effective 
budget decided by the European 
Parliament. The increase should 
be funded largely by own resources

Financial Services and Economic Affairs
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• European markets need to also be 
protected by systematic Foreign 
Direct Investment Screening

• Big corporations should not get 
tax breaks or allowed to take 
advantage of loopholes, Digital 
Fair Taxation should be ensured, 
tax evasion should be fought, and 
tax havens eliminated.

• A stable framework for sustainable 
investments and finance in 
which the role of private actors is 
crucial. By 2050 the EU will be a 
carbon neutral economy.

• To further support SMEs, the 
creation of more jobs through easier 
access to finance, simpler rules for 
investment funds to support new, 
innovative businesses across 
Europe, encouraging knowledge 
and technology transfer from 
universities and research institutes, 
and greater opportunities for 
young entrepreneurs.

• Foster labour mobility among 
Member States and regions that 
helps to fight unemployment and 
fill labour shortages.

such as taxes on pollution and 
resource use. The budget must 
also be complemented with bonds 
to finance projects of general 
interest. 

• The euro-zone must have a fiscal 
capacity which is also open to 
non-eurozone Member States, 
and its members must be able 
to resort to coordination and 
solidarity mechanisms.

• Europe needs to increase 
international climate funding. 
If key countries outside the 
EU refuse to limit emissions, 
border-tax adjustments may be 
introduced. Not a single euro from 
taxpayers should finance fossil 
fuels.

• Smarter regulation should 
guarantee SMEs a fair playing 
field with big companies.

• Reducing poverty and tackling 
inequalities must be a cornerstone 
of all economic and social policies. 

• Taxing resource use and 
pollution rather than jobs. Europe 
must close the loopholes that 
allow the well-off to avoid taxes.

• Improving anti-money-laundering 
rules and strengthening European 
investigation powers. Europe must 
take stronger measures to close
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tax havens, fight evasion and 
tax avoidance, both outside and 
inside the Union. 

• More harmonisation on what is 
taxed and how, such as a strong 
common consolidated corporate 
tax base for large companies and 
a minimum corporate tax rate. 

• Requirements for multinational 
companies to report publicly 
where they pay taxes must be 
strengthened and a financial 
transaction tax. Europe also 
needs to find a fair and functional 
way to tax digital services.
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EPP PES ALDE Greens
• Defend the European social 

model, citizens well-being, welfare 
state. 

• Invest in research & innovation.
• Improve conditions for the elderly, 

develop silver economy and 
promote “active ageing”. 

• Combat antimicrobial resistance 
& chronic and infectious diseases. 

• Defend the European social 
model, citizens well-being, welfare 
state. 

• Invest in research & innovation.

Health is not mentioned. • Defend the European social 
model, citizens well-being, welfare 
state. 

• Reduce health inequalities.
• Guarantee access to medicines.
• Invest in research & innovation.
• Reform drug policy to “help, not 

punish”. 
• Focus on preventing ahead 

of treating physical and mental 
health problems.

Health
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EPP PES ALDE Greens
• A CAP fit for the 21st century 

while preserving traditions, rural 
landscapes and communities.

• A CAP that helps family farms deal 
with globalisation.

• A CAP that introduces digital 
solutions.

• Ensure healthy and high quality 
food.

• Reject dual quality food.
• Fight unfair practices in trade 

negotiations.
• Defend European standards for 

fisheries. 

• Call for a greener CAP.
• Ensure healthy and high quality 

food.
• Guarantee better animal welfare. 

• Call for an “unbureaucratic, lean, 
transparent and modern CAP”

• Combat antimicrobial resistance.
• Guarantee food security.
• Alternative and environmentally 

friendly agricultural methods.
• Against re-nationalisation of 

agricultural policy. 

• Call for a greener CAP.
• Ensure healthy and high quality 

food.
• Ban on glyphosate.
• Ban on unnecessary plastics.
• Compensate domestic producers 

as part of trade rules.
• Reduce meat consumption in 

favour of more sustainable plant-
based diets.

• Ban on fur farming.
• Ban on transporting live animals 

long distances.
• Ban on animal testing.
• No public money spent for 

industrial animal farming.
• Stop illegal fishing.
• End deep-sea bottom trawling.
• Limit the impact of bottom-

contact fisheries on ecosystems.

Agri-Food, Fisheries & Animal Welfare
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EPP PES ALDE Greens
• EU needs to invest in AI and 

become a leader in the industry. 
• Strengthen the union capacity to 

answer cyber threats. Advocates 
for the creation of a “cyber 
brigade”.

• Social media must take more 
responsibility and fact check 
information in the clash against 
fake dews, disinformation and 
data breaches.

• Fight hate speech online, 
especially antisemitism.

• Cut red tape and revamp 
competitions rules to foster digital 
economy. Reform the EU legal 
framework and bureaucracy to 
make it fit for the digital age.

• In favour of a digital tax (yet most 
collaborate with OECD initiative).

• Improve workers digital skills and 
build a European University 
Institute 4.0.

• AI must have “human-first 
approach”, no one should be left 
behind.

• Fight against fake news and 
misinformation.

• Fight hate speech online.
• In favour of a digital tax and 

measures to avoid tax avoidance.
• Digital revolution of the economy 

must involve everyone, and 
workers should not be left behind 
in the digital revolution.  

• Development of AI requires a 
strong legal framework and 
more research funding.

• Legal framework should focus on 
the application of new technology 
and not on the technology itself.

• Data protection rules must be 
adopted and harmonised in all 
member states. 

• The group is against the use of 
upload filters, censorship and 
argues for freedom of information. 

• Fake news and disinformation 
are a threat to the EU and 
its values and require greater 
capacity and cooperation between 
member states. 

• To foster digital economy the EU 
needs to support SMEs and fight 
against the dominance of tech 
monopolies.

• AI may lead to a more inclusive 
and just market, if well regulated. 
Humanity must remain in 
control of AI and algorithms must 
be open for access and scrutiny.

• EU must fully oppose the 
development of killer robots.

• Data protection rules must be 
adopted and harmonised in all 
member states.

• Online civil liberties must be 
respected, included freedom of 
speech and human rights.

• Argues for the creation of 
an Independent European 
Authority for the supervision of 
the digital sectors.

• In favour of a digital tax and 
measures to avoid tax avoidance.

• Increase in funding for research 
and education for people and 
workers in the digital age. Help 
workers in the transition towards a 
more digital economy.

• Update labour rules and welfare 
regimes, so they recognise the 
changing nature of work, the rise 
of self-employment, and the gig 
and platform economy

Digital & Technology
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EPP PES ALDE Greens
• Continue to defend the Paris 

Agreement and remain a global 
leader in combating climate.

• Reconcile protecting the 
environment and biodiversity with 
a dynamic economy.

• Ensure an effective price on CO2 
with a well-functioning EU ETS.

• Investments and innovation in all 
technological solutions to low-
carbon mobility.

• Strengthen the Energy Union; 
promote further cross border 
integration of electricity and gas 
markets.

• Support the cost-effective 
expansion of renewable energy 
sources (RES).

• Encourage sustainability through 
circular economy - increasing 
recycling, reusing and repairing. 

• Continue to lead fight against 
climate change and environmental 
degradation in line with Paris 
Agreement.

• 2050 EU carbon neutral economy 
target.

• Implement the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Agenda and Goals 
(SDGs) by 2030 in a socially fair 
way.

• EU-wide socially fair CO2 
emissions taxation.

• Lead in renewable energy 
innovation. 

• Affordable and energy-efficient 
housing through a Plan for 
Affordable Housing and Clean 
Public Transport. 

• Transition Fund for 
implementation of the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Agenda 
by 2030 in socially fair way. 

• EU takes global leadership on 
climate action and sustainable 
development.

• 2050 EU carbon neutral economy 
target.

• Emissions reduction by 55% 
compared to 1990 levels by 2030.

• Complete the Energy Union - 
foster research and development 
in low emission technologies, 
infrastructure, clean energy 
production, energy efficiency.

• 100% renewable energy target.
• Strengthen the EU Emissions 

Trading System (EU ETS) as 
the key instrument for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

• EU’s cohesion funds shall 
not support programmes or 
projects that counter the Paris 
Agreement or the EU’s climate 
and energy objectives. 

• Take leadership globally on 
climate action.

• 2050 EU carbon neutral economy 
target.

• Emissions reduction by 55% 
compared to 1990 levels by 2030.

• Restore carbon sinks.
• Phase out coal by 2030 followed 

by phase out of gas and other 
fossil fuels.

• End EU subsidies for fossil 
fuels.

• Strengthen EU ETS with strong 
carbon-floor price.

• Ecological tax reform; Member 
States to raise taxes on fossil 
fuels.

• Introduction of border-tax 
adjustments to ensure a level 
playing field for European workers 
and companies.

• Special European scheme to 
ensure socially just transition. 

• Calls for establishing an 
international environmental 
court to address the most 
serious violations of international 
environmental law.

Energy & Climate Change
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EPP PES ALDE Greens
• Enable investment in all 

technological solutions related to 
low-carbon mobility.

• Standardise charging options.
• Make EU leader in e-mobility.
• Provide investment for rail, road 

and digital infrastructure.

• Improving air quality and 
mobility.

• Promotion of Plan for Clean 
Public Transport in Europe.

• End to fuel tax exemptions for 
international aviation.

• Greater investment in smart 
mobility.

• Decarbonisation of all transport 
modes.

• Inclusion of more sectors under 
EU-ETS, such as transport.

• Move to rail transport where 
possible

• European flight tax
• European VAT on flight tickets
• End to kerosene tax exemption
• End of fossil-fuel car sales by 

2030.

Transport
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EPP PES ALDE Greens
• New trade negotiations.
• Retaining high EU standards in 

trade deals.
• Increase trade negotiation 

transparency.
• Building industry capacity in 

Europe.

• Acceptance of different forms of 
globalisation.

• Inclusion of high standards in 
international trade deals.

• Against old fashioned arbitration 
system.

• Open and rules-based trade.
• Reform of WTO.
• EU as a global actor.
• High standards included in EU 

trade deals.

• Current major trade agreements 
are flawed and negotiations non-
transparent.

• Paris Agreement, labour laws 
and sustainable development 
as part of trade agreements.

• Preference for multilateral 
agreements.

Trade
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EPP PES ALDE Greens
• Greater autonomy regarding 

security and defence.
• Establishment of European Cyber 

Brigade.
• Development of a European 

drone. 
• Pooling and sharing of resources.

• Development of common 
European defence.

• Pooling and sharing of resources
• Deeper cooperation with 

NATO and other international 
organisations.

• EU as a global player.
• Greater autonomy regarding 

security and defence.
• Cooperation in defence spending.
• Interlocking and interoperable 

European forces.

• Supports common security and 
defence policy.

• Opposes redirecting EU funds 
towards military purposes.

Security & Defence
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EPP PES ALDE Greens
• Commitment to fight for equal 

opportunities and pay for men 
and women in work.

• Wish to facilitate greater choice 
for parents.

• Commitment to “significantly 
increase” the European Fund for 
Transition.

• Pledge to work towards a common 
EU definition of antisemitism 
based on the IHRA.

• Believe that family law “must 
remain in the hands of member 
states”.

• Promise to bridge the gap in 
living standards between regions 
and between cities and rural areas 
through a “strong” cohesion policy.

• Expanding the Erasmus 
programme to cover vocational 
training and schools.

• Calls for “a new Social Contract 
for Europe”.

• Desire to “dramatically” reducing 
wealth inequalities.

• Commitment to protect the sick 
and unemployed, with “quality” 
healthcare, education, and 
pensions.

• A belief in “equal pay for equal 
work” at the same employers.

• Obligatory contracts for 
employment, and an end to zero-
hours contracts and bogus self-
employment.

• Calls for a European 
complementary unemployment 
insurance mechanism.

• Tools for the European Labour 
Authority to combat “social 
dumping”.

• A Social Action Plan to make the 
EU Pillar of Social Rights legally 
binding.

• Call on all member states to 
ratify the Istanbul Convention 
on preventing and combating 
violence against women and 
domestic violence.

• Statement that all member 
states must provide women with 
“accessible, affordable, good-
quality sexual and reproductive 
health care and services”.

• Commitment to “promoting gender 
equality”.

• Desire to “renew the societal 
contract” to give fair opportunities 
to all.

• Support for investment in 
education, vocational training, 
and apprenticeships, as well 
as broadening the Erasmus 
programme.

• Calls for “continued assessment” 
of the effectiveness of public 
policies and workplace practices 
regarding gender equality.

• Would place reducing poverty 
and inequality at the heart of all 
economic and social policies.

• Desire to “make the European 
Pillar of Social Rights a reality”.

• Desire for European legislation 
requiring all member states to 
implement a minimum wage, as 
well as removing reduced rates 
for young people and interns.

• Calls for research and trials to 
explore the viability of a “universal 
basic income”.

• Wish to use European funds to 
invest in social housing.

• Wish to reduce regional 
inequality.

• Want the EU to “take a leading 
role” in implementing the UN 
Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities and 
involve the disabled in widening 
access.

• Call on all member states to 
ratify the Istanbul Convention 
on preventing and combating 
violence against women and 
domestic violence.

• Pledge to make the European 
Youth Guarantee mandatory.

Social Affairs
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• Calls for a stronger budget 
for cohesion, improved 
living standards, and reduced 
inequalities.

• Defend human rights and the 
rule of law, by giving “necessary 
tools” to all member states.

• Calls for a binding EU Gender 
Equality Strategy, tackling inter 
alia pay and pension gaps.

• Statement that the EU should 
“remove legal and societal 
obstacles for LGBTI people”.

• European Child Guarantee 
to ensure “quality healthcare, 
childcare, education, housing and 
nutrition” for all minors.

• Extending the Youth Guarantee.
• Proposals for European Culture 

Cheques to fund access to culture.

• Willingness to use the EU’s 
cohesion policy to reduce 
regional inequality.

• Commit to a European social 
security number for workers.

• Call for stronger migrant workers’ 
rights and action to prevent labour 
exploitation.

• Propose updated labour rules, 
protecting the self-employed and 
those in the gig economy.

• An EU-wide unemployment 
insurance scheme.

• Would push for more flexible hours, 
facilitated by guaranteed paid sick 
leave and flexible pensions.

• Desire to strengthen and 
broaden Erasmus+.

• Want to increase the Creative 
Europe budget.

• Call for “strong laws” on equal 
gender pay.

• Would lengthen parental leave 
and seek to share it more evenly 
between mothers and fathers, as 
well as improving protection for 
pregnant workers.

• Want to make childcare more 
accessible and affordable.

• In favour of gender quotas.
• Commit to EU-wide sexual and 

reproductive health access.
• Wish for same-sex partnerships 

and the right to determine one’s 
gender identity to be recognised 
throughout the EU.
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EPP PES ALDE Greens
• 10,000 additional officers for the 

European Border and Coast 
Guard.

• The use of drones and other 
technology, and a “direct right 
of intervention” to stop human 
traffickers.

• Desire to negotiate “border 
protection agreements” with 
North African countries.

• Push for a decision on a 
comprehensive European list of 
safe countries.

• Wish for “solid integration policy” 
for legally recognised refugees.

• Reforming the Common 
European Asylum System to 
make it “simplified” and “timely” for 
processing applications.

• Pledge to create a European 
Return Warrant System to return 
rejected asylum seekers to their 
country of origin.

• Further integration of the 
“migration management chain” 
across member states.

• Increase to the Asylum and 
Migration Fund to pay for returns.

• Make EU visas and development 
aid for third countries conditional 
upon cooperation on migration.

• Believe that the European Labour 
Authority should have the tools to 
uphold labour mobility.

• Commitment to a “fair common 
asylum and migration system” 
and a “well-managed, regular and 
fair migration system”.

• Cooperation with countries of 
origin and transit countries.

• “Maintain effective control of [...] 
borders” while combating human 
trafficking.

• Ensuring protection and “safe and 
legal” channels for those needing 
asylum.

• In favour of funding for host 
communities.

• Calls for a “new common 
European response” to the 
challenge of migration.

• Reiteration of support for the 
Geneva Refugee Convention 
and the right to claim asylum.

• Belief that the EU should provide 
shelter in sending countries, 
to prevent dangerous or illegal 
passage.

• Desire for migration agreements 
with “safe countries” in the MENA 
region.

• Commitment to financially support 
third countries who resettle or 
take back migrants.

• A Common European Asylum 
System, with responsibility shared 
amongst member states.Wish 
to “establish more legal ways to 
Europe”.

• Pledge to extend the scope of 
the EU blue card, whilst keeping 
the card time-limited and allowing 
member states to retain control 
over third country labour migration.

• Statement of opposition to the 
reintroduction of any borders 
within the Schengen area.

• Committment to best practice 
sharing for the integration of 
migrants.

• Call for stronger migrant 
workers’ rights.

• Want a “fair alternative” to the 
Dublin system that alleviates 
the disproportionate pressure on 
border member states.

• Working towards “common 
standards and common rules for 
labour mobility and migration”.

• Would allow for family 
reunification and introduce 
resettlement and humanitarian 
visas for refugees in third 
countries.

• Believe that asylum seekers 
should be guaranteed legal help.

• Want the European Parliament to 
scrutinise the implementation of 
border controls.

• Seek to “establish legal and 
safe channels for migration”.

• Wish to revise agreements with 
transit countries.

Migration
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EPP PES ALDE Greens
• Calls for the EU to become a 

“fully-fledged parliamentary 
democracy”.

• Grant the European Parliament 
the right to initiate legislation.

• Pledge to improve the way 
that national and regional 
parliaments are involved in 
European law-making.

• Extending the use of QMV in the 
Council to areas such as foreign 
policy.

• Want to make Europe Day on 
9 May a public holiday in all 
member states.

• “Strong measures” to prevent the 
misuse of EU funds.

• Wish to bring cohesion policy in 
line with the European Semester 
and to use it to support structural 
reforms.

• Pledge to establish a “new effective 
mechanism” to regularly and 
objectively monitor violations 
of fundamental rights and 
European tenets.

• Would make the Commission the 
“guardian of the EU Treaties”, 
granting it the ability to sanction 
member states for violations.

• Extending the use of QMV in the 
Council to areas such as foreign 
policy.

• Support establishing an EU seat 
on the UN Security Council and 
other international fora.

• In favour of re-evaluating and 
renegotiating the balance of 
competencies between the EU 
and member states.

• Want to lower the voting age for 
European elections to 16 in all 
member states.

• Seek to “radically increase 
transparency” in the European 
institutions, including publishing 
all positions taken in the Council.

• Would introduce a “mandatory 
legislative footprint for EU 
laws”.

• Wish to strengthen the EU’s 
integrity with a binding lobby 
register for all institutions, as well 
as a cooling-off phase for those 
moving between politics and 
business.

• Pledge to simplify the European 
Citizens’ Initiative.

• Back gender quotas for institution 
executive committees.

• Want to scrap the unanimity 
requirement in favour of normal 
legislative procedure and 
simplified enhanced cooperation.

• Oppose a multi-speed Europe, 
with replicated or divided 
institutions.

Institutional Reform
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• Desire to scrap the Parliament 
seat in Strasbourg. 

• Back granting the European 
Parliament the right to initiate 
legislation.

• Wish to see greater transparency 
in negotiations with the European 
Council and Council of the EU.

• Support a Eurozone committee 
within the European Parliament.

• Wish to introduce either a 
parliamentary convention open 
to civil society or an elected 
constituent assembly, with 
a mandate co-decided by the 
European Parliament and member 
states.

• Believe that treaty change should 
be approved solely via EU-wide 
referenda.

• Want MEPs to be elected through 
transnational lists.

• Would make the European 
Parliament and Council co-
legislators.

• Support a strengthened 
Committee of the Regions.

• Call for a “substantially more 
ambitious” budget.

• Seek stronger powers and a 
binding mechanism for the to 
monitor and take action against 
member states who undermine 
“European values”.

• Urge “dramatically better” 
institutional oversight over the 
use of EU funds.
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We hope you found 
this briefing useful!  
This briefing is an example of the in-depth 

political information we provide to public affairs 
and policy professionals every day.  

 
Our analysts gather vital political news from a 

range of sources to bring our customers live 
coverage tailored to their information needs. 

 
To find out how DeHavilland’s political monitoring 
and research can help your organisation, and to 

request a consultation, visit 
www1.dehavilland.co.uk/trial 

http://www1.dehavilland.co.uk/trial

