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Katarina Barley (S&D, Germany)

Katarina Barley is top of the list for the German Social 
Democratic Party for the May 2019 European Parliament 
elections. She will step down from her domestic role as 
Minister for Justice and Consumer Protection to run as an 
MEP, a portfolio she had held since March 2018. Previously, 
she had the Labour and Social Affairs and Family, Senior 
Citizens, Women, and Youth briefs, both from 2017 to 2018. 

Following her selection as top pick for the SPD for the 
EP2019 elections, she called for “a new union, a new social 
contract” with a pan-EU minimum wage and cross-border 
social security system. She has also spoken out against 
internet giants, saying that the likes of Facebook required 
greater regulation and proposing higher taxes for companies 
such as Airbnb.

Ms Barley joined the SPD in 1994, gradually rising up the ranks of local and regional politics and 
eventually becoming the Party’s General Secretary in 2015. Before her entry to frontline politics she 
worked in several legal roles and as an advisor to the Justice Department she is now Minister of.

A joint German-UK national born in Cologne, Ms Barley studied law at university in both France and 
Germany. She describes herself as a feminist, a social democrat, and “European to the tips of my 
toes”. 
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Nicolas Barnier (ALDE, Belgium)

Nicolas Barnier, the only son of the EU’s Chief Negotiator on Brexit Michel Barnier, is running as MEP 
for Belgium’s ALDE. He vehemently denies that he has taken a shortcut because of his parentage 
but that he has received this position as that he has proved himself with his grassroots political 
work. After an invite from the Belgian Prime Minister Charles Michel to join the list of the Reform 
Movement, he also has the support of Emmanuel Macron. 

Still in his early thirties, Nicolas is one of the youngest of those running in the upcoming elections 
which makes him stand out arguably more so than his parentage. He is a former student of the 
French Lycée in Brussels where he studied in Law. After his studies, he worked in the development 
of electric cars for free sharing to make cities cleaner. This was a natural place for him in the private 
sector, as he has expressed on several occasions since being a political personality that he is 
‘sensitive to the ecological imperative’. 

Having predominantly worked in the private sector since the end of his academic career, his first dip 
into his own political world, aside from growing up the son of Michel, was when he was seduced by 
a speech given by Emmanuel Macron. He is currently the Parliamentary Assistant to the deputy La 
République En Marche, Gregory Besson-Moreau. Although he is a forerunner, he has said publicly 
that he does not want to express his political ambitions to the public. L’Opinion said that he prefers 
that “the selection process should go first to his term.” 
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Nicola Beer (ALDE, Germany)

Nicola Beer is a force of German liberal politics and is the 
General Secretary of the Free Democracy (FDP). Ms Beer 
trained for two years as a bank clerk, before switching to 
study Law at the University of Frankfurt from 1991 until 1997 
and becoming a self-employed lawyer.

Many have hailed her a visionary due to her insightful and 
progressive legal mind, specifically because of her future-
oriented initiatives such as “Gründer schaffen Zukunft” 
(Founders for the Future) and her championing of the idea 
of a digital constitution in Germany.

She has a long history in German national politics, with 
varying memberships and roles since 1988, when she signed 

up as a member of the young Liberals. Since 2017, she has served as Member of the Bundestag for 
Hesse after leading a successful campaign her party’s campaign in her state. She was part of the 
FDP’s delegation in the coalition discussions following the election and, although unsuccessful, was 
widely considered to be a force in the room. 

Before moving into the Bundestag, Ms Beer served as State Secretary for European Affairs at the 
Hessian State Ministry of Justice between 2009 and 2012. During this time, she represented Hesse 
in the European Committee of the Regions. In 2012, she became the State Minister of Education 
and Cultural Affairs.

However, this is her first time running for an EU election, which she announced in September 2018. 
In an interview with Euractiv, she flagged that the issues that will be closest to her heart will be 
everything to do education, research and development.
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Silvio Berlusconi (EPP, Italy)

Silvio Berlusconi, former Prime Minister of Italy and a man 
known for his controversies is viewed as an old heavyweight 
given his precedence at the top of Italian politics for two 
decades. Prior to his accession to lofty heights atop Italian 
politics, Mr Berlusconi established and ran Italy’s largest 
media empire, Mediaset - controlling three of the country’s 
largest TV stations. Further, Mr Berlusconi owned AC Milan, 
among other investments, turning the football club into a 
European sporting power.

Forza Italia, established by Mr Berlusconi in 1993, won its 
first general election in 1994. In that period between 1994 
and 2011, he reigned on and off in four governments, and 
held political office until 2013, after being barred from holding 
such office (that bar has now lifted). 

Ranked as the third longest serving Italian Prime Minister behind Mussolini and Giolitti, it is hard to 
define the extent of his political influence other than through pointing toward his lengthy involvement 
in Italian politics in numerous capacities. He is known for his free market, laissez-faire attitude 
toward both fiscal policy and government more widely.

While announcing his intention to run, Mr Berlusconi stated “I’ve decided out of a sense of 
responsibility to head for Europe where there is a lack of deep thinking about the world.” Further, he 
said “I can play an important role and make European citizens understand that we risk moving away 
from Western values.” The Forza Italia Leader has called on the EPP to discard its alliance with 
the socialists and instead create links with a “new democratic right.” He stated that the EPP could 
“educate and convince populists” in order to form such a coalition of the right.
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Joachim Brudzinski (ECR, Poland)

Joachim Brudziński is the “down to earth” Polish Minister of 
the Interior in the Government of Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki, a position that he has held since early 2018. 
Before taking up his role in government, he served as Deputy 
Speaker of the Sejm between 2015 and 2018, taking a firm 
but fair approach to a fairly rowdy parliament.

He is well known within Poland for being a steadfast politician, 
unphased by stress and press coverage, who delivers a 
pragmatic and well measured approach to domestic issues. 
Mr Brudziński’s down to earth approach is highlighted by a 
spat that he recently had with a Senator from his own party, 
the Law and Justice Party. The Senator, Grzegorz Bierecki, 
called for the purification of Poland from those who were not 
worthy to belong in the country. Mr Brudziński’s reply was 

immediate and clear, calling the statement “stupid and irresponsible” and calling for the Senator to 
apologise for his words.

Hailing from the Law and Justice Party, Mr Brudziński maintains right-wing politics in many of his 
views. Being a former sailor, he has interest in maritime issues, particularly to do with fishing and 
raising the skill levels of Polish soldiers. 

He is a popular politician in Poland, but this is also bolstered by his reputation as a “family man” who 
has not forgotten his roots. He is very often pictured with his children and wife around his home in 
Szczecin and, in a recent interview, his wife had nothing but good things to say about him. 

Steadfast, down to earth and pragmatic, if elected there is little doubt that Mr Brudziński will bring 
a stable hand to proceedings within the European Parliament. He will undoubtedly be a welcome 
addition to the ranks of the ECR, especially given his political knowledge and experience. 
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Carlo Calenda (S&D, Italy)

Carlo Calenda is a politician from Italy’s Democratic Party. 
He served as Minister for Economic Development in Matteo 
Renzi’s government between 2016-18 and Deputy Minister 
of the same portfolio under both Enrico Letta and Renzi 
from 2013. Prior to this he served a brief stint as the Italian 
Permanent Representative to the European Union. His 
appointment to this role was mired in controversy, with critics 
feeling that the position should be filled with a civil servant or 
diplomat rather than a political figure.

He began his career in domestic politics with the liberal 
Civic Choice party, running unsuccessfully on their platform 
in 2013, before becoming an independent candidate and 
finally finding a home with the Democratic Party.

Prior to entering politics, Mr Calenda had a successful career at several financial companies before 
moving on to have a career at Ferrari, still managing relations with financial firms. Following this he 
took a role as a marketing manager at broadcaster Sky Italia. Immediately prior to his entry to politics 
he held the position of assistant to the President of Italy’s confederation of industry Confindustria.

Mr Calenda studied law at the Sapienza University in his native Rome. As a child he had a role in 
a television drama co-written by his mother and directed by his grandfather, who was of Sicilian 
aristocratic ancestry.
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Katalin Cseh (ALDE, Hungary)

Katalin Cseh was born in Montreal Canada but completed 
High School at the Toldy Ferenc High School in Budapest. 
Between the years of 2007 and 2014, she completed her 
doctorate in Obstetrics and Gynaecology from Semmelweis 
University, Budapest. After this achievement, she studied an 
MSc in Health Economics, Policy and Law at the Erasmus 
University in Rotterdam. Currently, she is studying for an 
MBA at the Eötvös Loránd University in Budapest.

According to her LinkedIn, she is fluent in Hungarian, English 
and Spanish, Ms Cseh also has limited working proficiency 
in Italian and Portuguese. Prior to entering politics, she lived 
and worked in Barcelona and Rio de Janeiro interning at 
hospitals. Additionally, she has been research assistant at 

both Semmelweis University and Erasmus University Rotterdam. 

She is one of the founding members of Hungary’s centrist party, the Momentum Movement, and 
currently sits top of their list for the European Elections. Prior to her selection as a candidate for the 
upcoming elections, Ms Cseh sat as one of five presidents on Momentum’s presidential board. She 
resigned following an unsuccessful election campaign in April 2018.

In an interview with The Budapest Beacon in 2017, Katalin said that she had been involved in the 
Hungarian civil society for a while but agreed that when she became part of Momentum she changed 
from a grassroots activist to a political personality. 
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Nathalie Loiseau (France)

Nathalie Loiseau is the former Europe Minister of France, having 
resigned on 28 March to pursue a seat in the European Parliament. 
She has been hailed as the European election champion of President 
Emmanuel Macron, despite dismissing the idea of her running in the 
European Parliament Elections no less than 19 times. She announced 
her intention to stand in a televised TV debate with far-right leader, 
Marine Le Pen, bringing to light the clear political message that she 
is standing under; voters must choose between a constructive pro-EU 
camp or the doomsday message of the far-right.

In a recent interview with Politico, she outlined France’s EU priorities which included the “mobility 
package”, an extended “posted workers directive” to “fully apply” to road transport, and a revised 
copyright directive “to better protect creators and publishers.” She will also look to focus on the 
regulation of the internet so that harmful content is withdrawn, and tech companies start to take 
responsibility. 

An advocate for British expats living in France, her decision to leave the French Government is 
considered a blow to Britons abroad. She had always said that her priority was the British and their 
rights in the event of a no-deal. Given President Macron’s ever-growing hard-line towards the UK, 
British citizens living in France will not see her decision to leave the Government as being ideal.

She also made headlines across the continent by jokingly declaring that she had named her cat 
‘Brexit’ because it meowed “loudly to be let out but won’t go through the door”.

A tough politician who is not afraid to take a hard-line approach to negotiations and tough decisions, 
Ms Loiseau will undoubtedly bring her own style of politics to the European Parliament should she 
be elected. There is little doubt that she will be an excellent advocate for President Macron and his 
European project. 
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Marlene Mortler (EPP, Germany)

Marlene Mortler, Member of the German Bundestag, was 
educated at the Roth agricultural school, having spent a 
significant amount of time since that education as head of 
her family’s farm in Dehnberg, focussing on the production 
of renewable resources.

Having joined the Christian Social Union in Bavaria (CSU) 
in 1989, Ms Mortler became a member of the Bundestag 
in 2002. Since then, she has built a career on significant 
agriculture work, having served on the Committee on Food 
and Agriculture and sitting as Chair of the CSU working 
group on agriculture. 

Aside from her agricultural work, Ms Mortler has become 
known for her work as the Commissioner on Narcotic Drugs at the German Federal Ministry of 
Health under Angela Merkel’s government since 2014. Having led a (failed) initiative to ban tobacco 
advertising in Germany while promoting the use of alcohol has led to much criticism of Ms Mortler’s 
position in relation to the health sector.

Ms Mortler has expressed her desire to “build bridges between agriculture, politics and society” in 
light of the Common Agricultural Policy. She stated that “the European agricultural policy is not only 
about the interests of many millions of farmers, but also about a budget of €60bn” demonstrative 
of an intention to balance fiscal responsibility with agricultural priorities. She has also signed the 
candidate MEP pledge for a Volunteering Intergroup, which would push for the EU to develop a 
comprehensive EU agenda on volunteering - ensuring that financial resources were made available 
to such activities.
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Giuliano Pisapia (S&D, Italy) 

Giuliano Pisapia will campaign in the 2019 European 
Parliament elections on a Democratic Party ticket. He is best 
known for his tenure as independent Mayor of Milan between 
2011-2016. Prior to this he was a member of parliament in 
Italy from 1996 to 2006.

Mr Pisapia made headlines in 2017 when he withdrew his 
minor then party The Progressive Camp from coalition 
negotiations with Matteo Renzi’s Democratic Party, citing 
Mr Renzi’s reluctance to pass a law making it easier for the 
children of immigrants to gain Italian citizenship. In 2015 Mr 
Pisapia introduced a temporary ban on polluting vehicles in 
Milan as part of an ‘anti-smog’ package.

Born in - and lifetime resident of - Milan, Mr Pisapia studied 
law at university. As a lawyer he worked on high profile cases, such as the defence of Kurdish 
political leader Abdullah Ocalan, and has written books on jurisprudence. He married journalist and 
writer Cinzia Sasso in a civil ceremony in 2011.
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Petra de Sutter (Greens/EFA, Belgium)

Petra de Sutter is a well-known academic of Ghent University 
and specialises in gynaecology and reproduction. Her 
medical background aids to form the background of much of 
her politics and she places much emphasis on the priority of 
ecology and the environment. 

In an interview with Euractiv, Ms de Sutter noted the impact 
that many environmental factors have on human health, such 
as the use of pesticides, and questions, “why is there so little 
being done at the political level?” She notes the imbalance 
and conflicts of interest that often arises when such matters 
are discussed, an imbalance that she would not doubt be 
seeking to address.

Ms de Sutter also has a strong background in issues pertaining to social justice and equality due 
to her experiences growing up and coming out as transgender. She describes herself as “sensitive 
to justice, minorities and human rights”. As such, she holds strong opinions on migration and the 
treatment of refugees, as well as integration and public health, which she will undoubtedly put at the 
head of her agenda if she is elected to the European Parliament.

A character to watch, Ms de Sutter is a capable political combatant with a strong message, backed 
up by her life experiences, her work in academia and her stint in the Belgian Senate since 2014. 
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László Trócsányi (EPP, Hungary) 

Hungarian Justice Minister László Trócsányi, a Hungarian 
lawyer, former judge, and a university professor, is a 
prominent name in the Hungarian and European legal 
circuits. A member of the Venice Commission of the Council 
of Europe between 2005 and 2013, he also sat as a member 
of the Hungarian Constitutional Court between 2007 and 
2010. Prior to his appointed as Justice Minister in 2014, Mr 
Trócsányi sat as the Hungarian Ambassador to France for 
four years starting in 2010.

Mr Trócsányi, member of the ruling Fidesz Government, 
is responsible for the controversial judicial reforms which 
contributed to the acrimonious position Hungary has placed 
itself in within the European community. The two-tier judicial 

system, established partially through the work of Mr Trócsányi, was questioned in an opinion adopted 
by the Council of Europe.

Taking an expectedly nationalist line, during a speech in Budapest the Justice Minister said 
representing the interests of Hungary in the EU was a serious mission alongside protecting the 
values of a Christian democratic Europe. He wants to see a European Union without centre and 
periphery countries, and with the sovereignty of the member state championed above all, not to the 
detriment to the EU, but alongside it. While Mr Trócsányi expresses support for the free movements 
of goods, capital and people, he vilifies the external border and migration policy of the European 
Union.
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We hope you found 
this briefing useful!  
This briefing is an example of the in-depth 

political information we provide to public affairs 
and policy professionals every day.  

 
Our analysts gather vital political news from a 

range of sources to bring our customers live 
coverage tailored to their information needs. 

 
To find out how DeHavilland’s political monitoring 
and research can help your organisation, and to 

request a consultation, visit 
www1.dehavilland.co.uk/trial 

http://www1.dehavilland.co.uk/trial

