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Introduction

Between the 23rd and 26th of May 2019, elections are to be held across all member states of the European 
Union in order to establish the makeup of the 2019-24 European Parliament. 

The result of the elections will, of course, influence the direction the European Union takes for the next 5-year 
period. In light of this, DeHavilland has undertaken research into whether MEPs who sat in the 2014-19 
Parliament are seeking re-election and how that may affect the upcoming Parliament.

Each MEP was either contacted directly or the relevant party lists were sourced to ascertain whether they 
would stand for re-election. Pertinent information was then applied to each MEP - their political group, 
committee membership, any Chair or Vice-Chair roles they may hold, and their nationality. This information 
was then analysed, with the most significant discoveries highlighted and explained in this briefing in relation 
to its potential impact on lobbyists and legislation.

All information is correct at time of collation, and those MEPs who have already stood down have been 
characterised as ‘set to stand down’ before the upcoming election. 
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Committees

The Committees, where MEPs face work to alter legislation in line with their political stance, is where the 
majority of European Parliament’s work takes place. As such, it would be remiss not to look at the breakdown 
of Committee Chairs and Vice-Chairs. Although such positions are allocated based on seat numbers, the loss 
of experienced and well-respected parliamentarians are almost always a blow for the political groups. 

Whether they have chosen to stand down or were not selected on their party lists is irrelevant, what matters 
is who is staying and who is going. Especially among the Chairs, a handful of experienced MEPs will be 
standing down meaning a setback to both their committees and their political groupings.

Committee Chairs

Only five chairs have chosen to step down ahead of the European elections (see Figure 1), making the 
eighth term their last in the European Parliament. This means that, if elected again, little would change in the 
makeup of the committee chairs. However, the five who have chosen to step down are big names within the 
European Parliament and within their respective groups. Jean Arthuis, Thomas Händel, Linda McAvan, Pier 
Antonio Panzeri and Anneleen van Bossuyt will not stand again. Thus, meaning big hits for their respective 
groups and the Committees themselves, as they lose a selection of eminent and experienced chairs.

Introduction
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With all of the EPP’s main chairs running again, the S&D’s loss of two will undoubtedly be a blow for the 
group (see Figure 2). Pier Antonio Panzeri, Chair of the Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI), will not 
be standing again after three terms spent in Brussels. Mr Panzeri’s experience is extensive and within his 
15-year career as an MEP, he has served as a Chair on a number of Delegations and Vice-Chair of the 
Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL). 

The S&D have also already lost Linda McAvan who, after serving five terms and chairing the Committee 
of Development (DEVE) since 2014, stood down officially last month. The British MEP may be the first of a 
swathe of losses for the S&D as recent polling suggests that the Labour Party could lose a number of seats 
within the European Parliament elections. Even then, if current timelines are to be believed, British MEPs 
should be leaving Brussels by 31 October.

Jean Arthuis has sat as Chair of the Committee on Budgets (BUDG) since the start of the current term and is 
widely considered to be one of ALDE’s strongest MEPs in Brussels. Mr Arthuis is an extremely experienced 
politician, having previously served as French Minister of the Economy and representing France in the 1996 
Stability and Growth Pact negotiations, and is well respected in the European Parliament. For such a vital 
committee, his decision to stand down will undoubtedly send waves 
throughout the European Parliament and his political group.

From the ECR, Belgian MEP Anneleen van Bossuyt will be 
standing down after serving as Chair of the Committee on the 
Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) since 2017. 
Having only been an MEP since 2015, her rise to the top of IMCO 
was fast, a testament to both her abilities and her reputation 
within the EU. 

Meanwhile, GUE/NGL will be losing Thomas Händel, Chair of the 
Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL), following 
two terms in Brussels.

Who replaces these MEPs as Chair is uncertain and it is rare for 
them to remain in their post over two consecutive terms. However, 
their loss will undoubtedly be felt, and a lot of experience will 
be disappearing from Brussels. Hopefully, for the groups and 
the Parliament itself, the new batch of MEPs will be able to fill 
their shoes in a Parliament that will have to deal with Brexit, the 
regulation of tech giants, and growing international difficulties.

Introduction
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Vice-Chairs

Out of the 92 vice-chairs who sit within various 
committees, 37 of them will definitely not be seen 
within Brussels for the 9th Parliamentary Term. This 
leaves 55 vice-chairs who will campaign to seek re-
election ahead of the poll at the end of the month (see 
Figure 3). With roughly 40% of vice-chairs leaving, 
their leave rate is slightly higher than that of all MEPs, 
which sits at 36% standing down.

Within the Groups themselves, the Greens/EFA will 
be taking a particularly hard hit as they are set to 
lose five of their eight current sitting vice-chairs (see 

Figure 4). Meanwhile, the two main competing parties, the EPP and the S&D, both have just under half of 
their vice-chairs stepping down. The EPP will be losing 11 of their 29 vice-chairs while the S&D will be losing 
12 out of 27.

The EFDD will be the only grouping not making losses as their only vice-chair, the Italian Laura Ferrara 
whos sits on the Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI), was re-
selected for her party list. Ms Farrara’s re-selection on her 
party list makes her the only vice-chair of JURI to campaign 
in the upcoming election. Jean-Marie Cavada, Mady Delvaux 
and Lidia Geringer de Oedenberg will all be leaving Brussels 
after the end of this term.

However, it is not just JURI who are taking a heavy blow when 
it comes to vice-chairs. The Subcommittee on Human Rights 
(DROI) are losing all of their vice-chairs and, combined with 
the loss of Chair Pier Antonio Panzeri, eyes will undoubtedly 
be upon other MEPs with experience in the Committee. It 
would be wrong, however, to discount new candidates as 
winners with experience in human rights may also be in the 
running for senior positions within DROI.
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A similar story has unfolded in the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) which 
is set to lose all but one of its vice-chairs from Brussels (see Figure 5). Of particular note is the loss of the UK’s 
Lucy Anderson (S&D) and Sweden’s Anna Maria Corazza Bildt (EPP), both of whom are well known names 
within Brussels. Ms Anderson is yet another casualty of Brexit and was not selected to be on the Labour 
Party list while Ms Corazza Bildt has decided to retire, meaning that Brussels will be losing a decade’s worth 
of experience. This will mean that, of the five people holding the positions of chair and vice-chairs within the 
Committee, only one will remain, leaving several positions open to successors.

However, at the other end of the spectrum, some committees will retain all of their vice-chairs (see Figure 5). 
The Committee of Foreign Affairs (AFET), the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) and 
the Committee on Budgets (BUDG) each have all four of their vice-chairs running again. With the loss of their 
Chair of BUDG, it is possible that one of these four may replace him or a vice-chair from other committees.

With the loss of so many vice-chairs, it will be unclear of the group makeup until after the election results roll 
in. What is certain is that the leadership of the groups will be scanning the ranks of their MEPs for those with 
experience in certain areas to take up the position of vice-chair. Glances will be made in the direction of the 
new candidate’s CV’s, particularly those expected to run, to see if any have experience that could give their 
grouping an advantage within a committee. It is also possible that some of the vice-chairs running again will 
be elevated to chairs if they succeed in winning their seat again.

Introduction
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Member States

This chapter will focus on a country-by-country breakdown, and specifically will be further split into various 
sub-categories that bring insights into the ENVI, AFET and AGRI Committees, finalising with a general 
reflection of what this means for each country. The committees in question have been highlighted for their 
interesting results.

To begin, Figure 6 shows MEPs from each country and whether they are planning to re-run for the upcoming 
elections. Cyprus and Estonia are the only two countries wherein all current MEPs are planning on running 
again. Malta and Slovenia are the only two countries which are remaining very steady with their current 
MEPs, with only one MEP standing down for each respective country. 

There is an overall noteworthy trend evident here, which is that the countries with the larger allocation of 
MEPs, such as Germany, Italy and France, have almost a 50% turnover rate of MEPs standing and not 
standing. Smaller countries with less MEPs are more likely to have a high proportion of its MEPs seeking re-
election. We cannot infer the reason behind this from the data alone, but it is a noteworthy trend nonetheless. 

Introduction
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ENVI Committee insights

Experienced Spanish MEPs will be lost from the Environment, Public Health and Food (ENVI) Committee, with 
their entire cohort leaving Parliament (see Figure 7). Italy, interestingly, will lose over half of their experienced 
MEPs. Aside from the entirety of the Spanish MEPs leaving, it is the biggest drop in MEPs in the ENVI 
Committee. 

Furthermore, Germany will also lose over half of their incumbent MEPs, leaving only France and the UK with 
more experienced MEPs - and depending on the overall mood of British MEPs and how heavily they decide to 
become involved in this the Parliament’s ninth term ahead of Brexit, it may mean that France has the greatest 
influence. This Committee shows the biggest shake up of MEPs, which would undoubtedly have an impact 
on the direction of the committee’s future.  

Introduction
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AFET Committee insights

Perhaps the most striking level of turnover lies in the Foreign Affairs (AFET) Committee. There are nine 
members states set to lose all of their committee members, as highlighted in Figure 8 - Austria, the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, Ireland, the Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Sweden. We can see that, for the 
most part, the remaining countries have a below average level of turnover, in most cases below one-third. 
A number of the member states seeing their MEPs standing down, as well as France who will see three-
quarters of their MEPs leave, are ones which carry significant weight regarding their pedigree of experience 
in international relations.

AGRI Committee insights

The AGRI Committee remains largely consistent with the incumbent MEPs and therefore one could anticipate 
it to be one of the more experienced committees in the 2019-24 Parliament (see Figure 9). This is in stark 
contrast with the AFET and ENVI Committees which have a strikingly high turnover. The only exception to 
this generally stable committee are Croatia and Denmark, where both countries will have a complete turnover 
of MEPs. However, as they only have two MEPs respectively, it is not likely to shake up the core and stable 
direction of the Committee.    

Introduction

Figure 8

Figure 9

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2019                                                                              www.dehavilland.co.uk
8

DeHavilland                                                                      EP 2019 Elections Data Insight: 
People, parties and projections

http://www.dehavilland.co.uk


Parties

Similar to the breakdown in the Committees section, the ‘Party’ section focuses primarily on the breakdown 
of who is standing or not, looking in particular at whether certain parties may be affected by a significant loss 
of MEPs, either in the rank and file or the more influential in their group. 

The largest caveat for this section is that the analysis runs on the assumption that the general structure of 
current party groupings will remain the same in the next Parliament.  There has been speculation revolving 
around the creation of a new group, particularly from French President Emmanuel Macron’s En Marche 
party or from Italian Deputy Prime Minister Matteo Salvini. What is most important in this section is not the 
individual influence of the groups, but whether experienced MEPs may or may not stand down and how that 
could impact experience as well as important contacts.

The Left

The Greens, despite polling modestly and having an average level of general committee membership turnover, 
are set to have a weakened presence of influential MEPs at the next election. Whilst the Greens retain their 
only parliamentary chair (see Figure 10 and Figure 11), their vice-chair cohort is suffering close to two-thirds 
turnover, with five of their eight vice-chairs standing down at the elections.

The inverse can be seen with the Greens’ closest political allies GUE/NGL, who see their only committee 
chair standing down at the next election, whilst retaining five of their seven vice-chairs. Although not as great 
as those groups further on the left of the political spectrum, the S&D seem to have higher turnover of both 
chairs and vice-chairs in comparison to the rest of the parliamentary groups, seeing around a third of their 
cohort leaving . 

If we aggregate the political groups outlined above (GUE/NGL, Greens, and the S&D) into a single bloc 
characterised as being on the ‘left’, it would be fair to highlight that the Parliament’s more liberal, economically 
left-leaning wing is to be more affected by turnover than colleagues in the centre or the right. Both legislative 
agendas and lobbying efforts would undoubtedly be affected by such change. 

Introduction
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However, it must be emphasised that, due to the remits of the relevant institutions, legislative agendas would 
probably not be particularly affected. Furthermore, it is much more likely that the impact would be most seen 
in the lobbying area. 

It is difficult to outline with certainty what the ruling bloc would be in the next Parliament but, as the UK will 
participate in the elections, there is a significant chance that such a left bloc could form as Labour Party 
MEPs top-up the ranks of the S&D (despite the extent of GUE/NGL’s co-operation being questionable and 
the length of time in which the UK remains in the Parliament). If that were to be the case, for an initial period 
the left bloc could stand as the majority, but in that position having a thinned-out ‘senior’ rank of MEPs as a 
result of their chair and vice-chair turnover.

The Centre

As the UK leaves the European Union, demonstrated in polling projection visualisation (Figure 12), the most 
likely and practical alliance would arise from the EPP and ALDE, as it is generally accepted there is more 
shared ground between the two than between the EPP and its political partners on the right. 

Although not plagued by the issue of high senior turnover which affects the S&D, ALDE are set for almost 
half its MEPs to stand down before the next Parliament. With this in mind, and the EPP’s expected dominant 
position in the upcoming Parliament, there is set to be an interesting interplay between the majority bloc that 
would form.

Introduction
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If the EPP and ALDE were to align (Figure 13), it’s safe to assume the EPP would have, both proportionally 
and numerically, the upper hand in experienced MEPs over ALDE. In such an EPP-ALDE bloc, lobbying 
efforts would understandably be stronger and better-placed, at least initially, with the group of pre-existing 
experienced contacts within the EPP.

However, those contacts remaining in ALDE would, by virtue of its turnover, be more likely to move up in 
terms of seniority and increase their chances of not only holding chairpersonship/vice-chairpersonship but 
also in becoming rapporteurs on legislative files.

The Right and Brexit

There is not much to see regarding the figures of MEPs standing down in parties considered on the right of 
the Parliament: the ECR, EFDD, and ENF. They all have an average level of turnover at around one-third, 
with the EFDD seeing the highest turnover of the trio. The relevance of Chairs and Vice-Chairs is somewhat 
lessened considering the lack of presence the EFDD and ECR have in this regard. 

What is interesting however, like with the S&D, is how Brexit could affect parliamentary group numbers. As 
MEPs from the UK make up a significant portion of the ECR and the EFDD, the country’s participation in the 
elections will, for the first instance, weigh favourably for the relevant parties. 

Out of the UK’s portion of 19 ECR MEPs, 16 are set to stand again, on the surface indicating a strong UK 
presence in the group for the months prior to Brexit. What this number does not take into account, however, is 
the relevant party’s expected performance at the election. The Conservatives are anticipating deep losses at 
the expense of rivals who are expected to sit in the EFDD, namely Nigel Farage’s 
‘Brexit Party’.

Out of the UK’s 18 EFDD MEPs, only 7 have indicated their intention to run again, 
but with an expected boost of support for the Brexit Party, it is safe to assume 
that the EFDD can expect a strong, although mildly experienced, UK presence 
up to Brexit day. After this, one can anticipate the ECR and EFDD, should they 
remain in their current forms, to have their leadership made-up predominantly of 
experienced Italian and Polish MEPs. 

Introduction
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Seat projections

Following the UK’s last minute decision to run in the May elections, we have created two visuals which show 
the projected seats in Parliament, Figures 15 and 16. What is obvious when comparing these two graphs is 
that the lack or inclusion of the UK does not change the seat projections significantly. Polling projection data 
is used courtesy of European Election Stats. Visit their website to view the data in full. 

Brexit

In a dramatic turn of events, the British parties decided to nominate last minute MEPs, in another move to add 
to the Brexit confusion. As such, the seat allocations remained the same as the 2014 election. So, rather than 
the assumed 27 countries running in the European Parliament elections, they will advance with the full 28. 

It is noteworthy that the initial agreed legislation from the EU, on matters of redistribution of the UK’s seats, 
stated that the 73 seats that once belonged to the UK would not disappear but be redistributed. Thus, the total 
number of seats would remain at 751. 

27 seats that belong to the UK are supposed to be redistributed to other countries, and the remaining 46 
will be kept for future enlargements. This indicates that future enlargements are likely within the next sitting 
parliament (see Figure 17).

However, due to the last minute British MEPs, the more accurate visualisation is as per Figure 16:

Introduction
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The world is bigger than Brexit

The Brexit situation aside, there are other interesting conclusions to be drawn from data on the upcoming 
European Parliamentary elections, such as those extracted from the seat projection poll (without the UK) in 
Figure 17. This visualisation follows a time frame, from September 2018 up until May 2019, which can explain 
the minute changes. For example, a slight dip in the numbers in ALDE, ECR and EFDD groups come at 
around the time of the EU Summit, held 17-18 October 2018. 

Another obvious change in the graph occurs on the 18th April 2019 which aligns with the end of the legislative 
period of the European Parliament’s eighth term. It is wholly unsurprising that at this time the projections 
changed as MEPs may have switched allegiance to a different party. 

Rise and fall

During the middle week of April, there was a notable growth in the Others Moderate category, as can be seen 
in orange at the bottom of the Figure 17, which has consistently grown during this time frame. This is likely 
due to a relative surge in Independent MEPs, shunning party politics at such a turbulent period of time in 
European politics. 

Overall, aside from considering the specific dates which have shown a particular change in the seat projection, 
there are general observations to be made. When comparing the current European Parliament with the 2019 
seat projection without UK, the group with the most striking loss is S&D, which has dropped by little over 5%. 
The EPP is projected to make a loss of 4%, and the ECR is set to make a loss of 3%.

Introduction
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There are two potential new EP political groups: the 5 Star Movement’s Group, which is predominately 
anti-establishment, and the EAPN - European Alliance of Peoples and Nations, which is an alliance 
initiated by Italian Deputy Prime Minister Matteo Salvini. Whilst these are not included in the graph, 
as aforementioned in the briefing they are worth noting in the projection section as they are set to 
make significant gains.

The 5 Star Movement group is set to poll 3.4%, with the EAPN having little over 10%. The EAPN 
group are interesting, as they poll similarly to ALDE and could be vying for a place as the third-largest 
group. It has also been suggested that if Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban is wooed into joining 
the group with his Fidesz Party, the centre-right EPP could see their lead challenged by the S&D.

Introduction
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Conclusions

Conclusion from Committees/Member States

Of all member states, expect Spain to have one of the most significant turnovers of MEPs, with over 50% of 
its members standing down at the upcoming elections. Out of the country’s 54 sitting parliamentarians, 28 are 
set to stand down, which undoubtedly will impact lobbying capability as both contacts and experience leave. 
The AFET and ENVI committees have a significant turnover, whereas the AGRI committee bucks this trend 
and remains relatively stable. 

Conclusion from Parties

Despite some anticipated changes in the size of political groups following the election and Brexit, and a 
potential new group forming, there is relatively little change to expect from the size of the groups in their 
current form. What is notable however is the varying levels of Chair and Vice-Chair turnover per group with 
the EPP set for all their Chairs to seek re-election. This is also true for the Greens and most of ALDE, although 
the Chairs themselves will most likely differ in the upcoming election. What is important, however, is the 
experience and the contacts that are retained when Chairs and Vice-Chairs sit in the following Parliament.

Conclusion from Seat Projection

Ultimately, the impact of the last minute decision for British MEPs to run in the EP elections has skewed some 
of the data, and therefore one must interpret the polling with that in mind. What is evident is that, should the 
polling remain consistent, the EPP and S&D will remain the largest and second-biggest parties respectively. 

The interest comes in two forms: the impact Brexit will have on the fortunes of the right-leaning groups, 
particularly the ECR and EFDD, and the impact that new groups may have on the power-dynamics within 
Parliament. It would seem that, for the first few months of the Parliament, should groups remain broadly 
the same, then the election results will deliver a Parliamentary make-up similar to that which sat 2014-19. 
However, we will not know how Brexit and new groupings will warp election results until they conclude on 26 
May. 
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We hope you found 
this briefing useful!  
This briefing is an example of the in-depth 

political information we provide to public affairs 
and policy professionals every day.  

 
Our analysts gather vital political news from a 

range of sources to bring our customers live 
coverage tailored to their information needs. 

 
To find out how DeHavilland’s political monitoring 
and research can help your organisation, and to 

request a consultation, visit 
www1.dehavilland.co.uk/trial 

http://www1.dehavilland.co.uk/trial

