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Welcome
On 1 January 2019 Romania took over the Presidency of the 
Council of the EU from Austria, and will preside over the first 
six months of the new, 18-month trio strategic agenda ahead of 
the Finnish, and Croatian Presidencies.

Holding the Presidency grants Romania unique influence 
through its chairmanship of the meetings of the Council. 
They will take the lead in mediating between the Council 
and Parliament as the European Union navigates difficult 
terrain, with Brexit, and the legislative flurry that is due with 
the closing of this legislative term, ahead of crucial European 
Parliament elections in May, on the agenda.
 
This policy briefing provides the essentials of what to expect 
from Romania, its priorities, the major players, and the 
influence they are likely to pursue through their position in 
the Chair. Furthermore, in this edition we provide an in-depth 
policy analysis of each Council configuration.

On the following page, Commissioner for Regional Policy Corina 
Cretu introduces her country’s Presidency.

Key Documents
• Final Presidency Programme [link]

• The Council Calendar [link]

• The Trio Strategic Agenda [link]

https://www.ewi-vlaanderen.be/sites/default/files/imce/romanian_presidency_programme_20190101-20190630.pdf 
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/37255/romanian-presidency-draft-calendar_181203.pdf
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14518-2018-INIT/en/pdf
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What do you think the priorities of the 
Romanian Presidency should be?

The Romanian Presidency opens the Trio of 
Presidencies with Finland and Croatia and 
it will be the final Presidency for the current 
legislative cycle of the European Parliament. The 
Romanian Presidency of the EU will focus on 
four main priorities: a Europe of convergence; 
a safer Europe; Europe as a stronger global 
actor; Europe of common values. Digital 
transformation will be a highlight of Romania’s 
Presidency. 

Romania has wisely chosen to put cohesion and 
solidarity at the core of its 6-month programme. 
These are fundamental EU values, 

enshrined not only in the European Union 
Treaties, but also the pillars of the outstanding 
project that is our European Union. A project that 
became to a certain extent the victim of its own 
success, to the extent that it started being taken 
for granted for a while now.

This is the reason why cohesion and solidarity 
must remain the red thread of every European 
Union policy and no effort should be spared 
to deeply embed them in the conscience of 
every European Union citizen. I commend the 
Romanian Presidency’s commitment to step up 
these efforts and I deeply hope that all those that 
could play a role in it will truly get on board.

When it comes to cohesion policy, it is essential 
that the co-legislators maintain its credibility. 
The Romanian Presidency has a particular 
responsibility to prevent watering down 
essential elements of the proposals: strategic 
orientation, European value added and 
concentration of resources on key priorities. 
Simplification cannot lead to emptying the policy 
and getting rid of essential rules – it is a means to 
enhance its impact.

To what extent do you think that other issues, 
such as Brexit or the European Parliamentary 
elections, will affect the work and focus of the 
Romanian Presidency?

The Romanian Presidency will indeed run under 
very demanding circumstances at EU level, in 

particular the United Kingdom withdrawal and 
the European Parliament elections. 

The Commission is fully committed and fully 
mobilised at all levels to provide the necessary 
support to the Romanian Presidency to achieve 
its goals.

In terms of your own political interests and 
activities, where would you like to see progress 
made during the Romanian Presidency?

All windows of opportunity need to be 
optimised to achieve real progress in the inter-
institutional negotiations on all priority files, 
including for the cohesion policy legislation 
as part of the overall Multiannual Financial 
Framework package.

I hope that the Romanian Presidency will build 
on the existing momentum in Council based on 
progress made by the Austrian Presidency, to 
have the broadest possible mandate vis-à-vis 
the European Parliament. This should allow 
entering into substantial trilogues immediately 
after the European Parliament’s vote on the 
Common Provisions Regulation. Such a 
timetable is essential if we want to achieve a 
smooth transition between the current and the 
future generation of spending programmes.
 
Reaching political agreement ahead of the EP 
recess, at least on the rules for the programming 
of the next generation of cohesion policy 
funding, is crucial to preserve the credibility of 
the policy vis-à-vis the Managing Authorities, the 
beneficiaries and eventually the EU tax-payers.

Corina Cretu 
Commissioner for Regional Policy

Foreword

Credit: European Commissioner Corina Crețu
EP-079768A, Arnaud Devillers, 
© European Union 2018
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What is a Presidency?
Each of the 28 Member States takes it in turn to hold the Presidency of the 
Council of the EU, changing hands every six months, but acting within 
trios of countries with a shared programme of continuity. This will be 
the first EU Presidency held by Romania since joining the Union in 2007. 
The Romanian Presidency opens the Trio of Presidencies composed 
also of Finland and Croatia, and it will be the final Presidency acting 
throughout the current legislative cycle of the European Parliament. The 
Council is co-legislator with the European Parliament, but has exclusive 
competence over sensitive areas, such as tax policy.

The Council meets in ten configurations, divided by policy area, which the 
national ministers of the Presidency chair. For instance, the Environment 
Council meetings are attended by national Environment Ministers 
and chaired by the Environment Minister of Romania. Through their 
position of mediation, these national ministers have an edge in terms of 
influence and in brokering compromise between Member States.

The Presidency mediates between the Member States and is responsible 
for drawing up compromise texts. When agreement is reached, the 
Presidency will represent the Council at ‘trilogue’ meetings with the 
Parliament and Commission. The informal agreements, which often 
represent the breakthrough on a legislative proposal, depend on the 
negotiating skills of the Presidency, and are often used to measure a 
country’s success in the role.

The Presidency is crucial for EU policy making, but the administrative 
burden is significant, especially for smaller Member States. The 
advantages for the country holding the Presidency are therefore not 
obvious, particularly as it must be politically neutral. The Presidency acts 
as an honest broker, and the country cannot be perceived as pushing its 
own agenda too hard. Therefore, the Trio of countries have an 18-month 
programme to follow with overarching aims that must be completed by 
the time the final country has finished holding the Presidency.

During Romania’s Presidency, it will be charged with dealing with 
several key policy issues and agreements, before the European 
Parliament elections in May – as well as overseeing Britain’s departure 
from the EU. The Romanian Presidency will continue to push forward 
on the aims of the current legislative cycle, but with additional priorities 
of its own at the start of the new Presidency Trio. These include closing 
development gaps, increasing digitalisation and connectivity, tackling 
issues on climate and sustainability, combating crime and terrorism, 
enhancing the EU as a global actor and securing democracy, equality 
and respect for human dignity. However, these aims are not exhaustive 
as new developments and challenges may need to be addressed as they 
appear.

Trio Strategic Agenda 

• A Union for jobs, growth and competetiveness

• A Union that empowers and protects all its citizens

• Towards an energy union with a forward-looking climate policy

• A Union of freedom, security and justice

• The Union as a strong global actor
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The Romanian Presidency has made strengthening “the unity of the 
Union” it’s top priority, returning to the fundamental objectives of 
community building. The Romanian Presidency also coincides with the 
160th anniversary of the Union of Romania, and Romania has chosen 
to project this spirit outwards with their motto - “Cohesion, a common 
European value.”

 

 President Klaus Iohannis:

In creating its priorities for the Presidency, Romania held a series of 
public debates covering topics such as opportunities and challenges 
in the new digital age, and the market of member states. The debates 
ran for over a year, beginning in September 2017. Alongside this, they 
also ran a public questionnaire to assist in preparation for their term in 
the Chair. Accordingly, Romania’s Presidency will focus on four main 
priorities:

1. Ensuring fair and sustainable development through an increased  
level of convergence, cohesion, innovation, digitalisation and 
connectivity.
2. Maintaining a safe Europe; 
3. Strengthening the EU’s global role; 
4. A Europe of shared values. 

Strengthening convergence of Member States, under the first pillar, is 
a fundamental element of ‘finishing’ the Single Market and improving 
Europe’s competitiveness. To this extent, facilitating negotiations 

on the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for 2021-2027 will 
form a central part of the Presidency, although it is unlikely the MFF 
package will be agreed in the Romanian term. However, the Romanian 
Presidency has pledged to make progress specifically on the Banking 
Union, banking reform, and the Capital Markets Union, as well as on 
energy and transport legislation. Interestingly, the Charging of heavy 
goods vehicles legislation was not prioritised by the Austrian Presidency, 
as it would supercede Austria’s own vignette-based system. One 
wonders whether Romania will step in and pick up the pace.

Secondly, Romania will look to improve security at external european 
borders with the implementation of the Schengen evaluation system. 
Furthermore, they will look to improve the functioning of the Schengen 
system more generally. Other priorities will be cybersecurity, combating 
terrorism and radicalisation.

In this vein, the Romanian Presidency have earmarked the Coordinated 
Annual Review on Defence (CARD), the European Defence Fund, and 
the Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) specifically as areas 
they would seek to prioritise in the Chair under their fourth priority. 
The Eastern Partnership, celebrating its 10 year anniversary, will also be 
a priority for the Presidency, facilitating further trade and connectivity 
with Europe’s eastern neighbourhood.

Fourthly, Romania’s Ministers will seek to promote cohesion as a 
common value. In doing so, rebuilding trust of European citizens in 
EU institutions, and in the values of Europe’s Treaties will be key, in 
particular, the European Citizens’ Initiative legislative proposal. To this 
end, Romania will be organising an informal summit on the future of 
Europe on 9 May 2019, in Sibiu.

What Are The Priorities?

“
”

“I would like to reassure you of Romania’s 
desire to contribute, through our joint 
efforts, to advancing the European agenda…



The Politics
Placing the EU’s challenges 

in the Romanian political context
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Hamstrung by internal tensions

Romania has been a member of the European Union since 1 January 
2007. Their current President is Klaus Iohannis of the Christian Liberal 
Alliance. Mr Iohannis narrowly beat Victor Ponta of the ruling Social 
Democratic Party (PSD) in 2014. The current Prime Minister is Viorica 
Dancila, although Ms Dancila is from the PSD party, and a former MEP. 
This institutional structure engenders tensions in the Romanian 
political system. For example, the Minister of Transport, Lucian Sovan, 
recently resigned his post. Since then, the ruling PSD had put forward a 
replacement, however, this had to be signed off by President Iohannis, 
who had refused, leaving Romania with no Minister for Transport, 
despite already having taken over the Presidency. Ms Rovana Plumb, 
Minister for European Funds, is currently serving in Mr Sovan's stead.

A spotlight on corruption

As The European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) special 
commentary on the Romanian Presidency highlights, after joining the EU 
Romania has made the fight against corruption a central pillar of their 
politics. Romanian authorities convicted several thousand politicians 
and political stakeholders across all major parties. However, the the 
current PSD party’s commitment to anti-corruption has been criticised. 
They have pushed to decriminalise certain corruption offences and 
reduce sentences for politicians since their election. As indicated by The 
Guardian, and other news outlets, the party leader Liviu Dragnea has 
been implicated in numerous corruption scandals, and was barred from 
becoming Prime Minister due to a previous conviction for vote-rigging. 
Mr Dragnea was also sentenced to three-and-a-half years in prison in 
connection with a fake jobs scandal. 

Preparedness for the Presidency

The challenges for Romania’s Presidency continue to add up, with fierce 
political tensions unravelling cooperation between the PSD, led by 
former MEP Dăncilă, the third Prime Minister since the party’s election, 

and President Iohannis. Despite the attempts to stamp out graft, Romania 
remains one of Europe’s most corrupt states according to Transparency 
International. The ECFR report also concedes that few insiders believe 
Romania exerts any great influence on EU policies. Yet, there is some 
good news, as MEPs recently voted for Romania to be accepted into the 
border-free Schengen zone, along with Bulgaria. Could the Presidency 
be a chance for the country to set a new tone?

Well, so far, not so good. Romania’s Presidency had been plagued by 
rumours suggesting that it may not go ahead. Romania’s President, 
Mr Iohannis himself, said that Romania was unprepared to take over 
the Presidency. Of course, the comments may be politically motivated 
as Mr Iohannis is in opposition to the ruling party, however, he did say 
that, under a party led by Liviu Dragnea, “there is no chance of a good 
government… or proper involvement in European affairs.”

National Politics 

President Klaus Iohannis at the European Parliament EP-077349A, Genevieve 
Engel, © European Union 2018 - Source: EP

https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_romania_ahead_of_the_eu_presidency
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_romania_ahead_of_the_eu_presidency
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jun/21/leader-of-romanias-ruling-party-sentenced-for-corruption
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jun/21/leader-of-romanias-ruling-party-sentenced-for-corruption
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2017
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2017
https://www.rferl.org/a/romanian-president-says-country-unprepared-for-eu-presidency/29596673.html
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The European Context
The Romanian Presidency falls during a period of significant political 
change for the European Union. During the January to June period of the 
Romanian Presidency, the EU will see European Parliamentary Elections, 
a new European Commission, and, as things stand, the beginning of the 
UK’s departure from the Union.

Brexit

Foremost in the EU’s agenda over the next six months will be Brexit, 
with the Romanian Presidency presiding over the beginning of the 
‘implementation period’. The European Commission and UK Government 
have agreed a Withdrawal Agreement and Political Declaration which set 
out the terms of the UK’s departure from the EU, a process due to start on 
29 March 2019. With EU members states and the UK stepping up no-deal 
preparations however, uncertainty remains over how the process of Brexit 
will manifest – Withdrawal Agreement, no-deal, or a third way. Although 
the Romanian Presidency will not have much practical involvement in the 
Brexit process, the economic and political shifts which will occur during 
its tenure could impact the Presidency’s ability to pursue its strategic 
agenda. In particular, the reallocation of seats in the European Parliament 
following Brexit will alter the legislative context in which the Romanian 
Presidency must operate.

Parliamentary elections

The European Parliamentary elections will take place in May 2019. During 
these elections, the UK’s allocation of seats are set to be arranged as 
follows: out of the UK’s total 73 seats, 46 will be set aside for allocation 
to future EU countries and the 27 retained seats will be re-distributed 
among 14 EU members states who are under-represented. Such a move 
will cut down the number of seats in the European Parliament from 751 
to 705, until further countries join the EU. Despite said reallocation in the 
European Parliament, the EPP are currently expected to win the largest 
number of seats in the chamber, followed by the S&D. If the electorate 
decide to vote in the way that current polling suggests, there would be 
no substantial change in overall parliamentary arithmetic, with the EPP 

remaining the largest party with the S&D in second. On a wider European 
perspective, the upswing in the populist vote during national elections, 
particularly in the east of the Union where Romania is situated, will have 
an impact on the direction and unity of the EU. Note that increasing trust 
and cohesion across the EU is a particular priority for the Romanian 
Presidency, as outlined earlier in the briefing.

Spitzenkandidat

Linked to the Parliamentary elections, the Spitzenkandidat process 
will also take place under the premiership of the Romanians. 
The Spitzenkandidat process is the mechanism by which the new 
European Commission is established (see a deeper explanation in our 
Spitzenkandidat briefing here). As the Commission is only appointed 
after the Parliamentary elections, the Romanian Presidency will see 
its end alongside this Commission term, likely leading to a legislative 
flurry toward the finish line.

 

Prime Minister Viorica Dancila at the European Parliament   
EP-076726A, Diana Le Lardic, © European Union 2018 - Source : EP

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180202IPR97025/size-of-parliament-to-shrink-after-brexit
http://bit.ly/2BY2jjx
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AGRIFISH
Agriculture & Fisheries Council

In the context of the new Multiannual Financial Framework 2021 – 2027, 
the Presidency’s main focus on agriculture is to advance discussions 
and facilitate consensus on the key elements of the future CAP, with a 
view to achieve a partial general approach on the legislative proposals 
compromised in the CAP reform package. The Presidency will also pursue 
final procedural steps to adopt the proposal on unfair trading practices 
and on the proposal on the definition, description, presentation, labelling 
and the protection of geographical indications of spirit drinks. Particular 
attention will also be paid to bio-economy, innovation, agricultural 
research, as well as encouraging the production of protein plants. 
Finally, the single strategy on monitoring and protecting animal health 
on EU borders as well as the EU’s Action Plan against Antimicrobial 
Resistance in the field of veterinary medicine are also important topics for 
the Romanian Presidency.

The Presidency’s main focus on fisheries is to advance discussions on the 
proposal to amend the control regulation and the future Regulation on the 
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund post 2020, as well as to consider 
the external dimension of the Common Fisheries Policy.

The Presidency’s main focus regarding forestry is the preparation of 
the EU’s participation in the UN Forum on forests as well as to review 
progress made in implementing the EU’s Forest Strategy. Romania also 
intends to revise EU activities to stop deforestation and the Forest Law 
Enforcement, Governance and Trade Action Plan/FLEGT.

Key proposals - Agriculture

• Common Agricultural Policy Reform Package

• Unfair trading practices in B2B relationships in the food 
supply chain

• Definition, description, presentation, lavelling and the 
protection of geographical indications of spirit drinks

Key proposals - Fisheries

• European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 2021 - 2027

Key proposals - Forests

• Progress in the implementation of the EU forest strategy: 
"A new EU Forest Strategy: for forests and the forest sector" 
report
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COMPET
Competitiveness Council

The Romanian Presidency has stressed the need to adapt the Single 
Market to the challenges of the future by eliminating the remaining 
barriers to the trade of goods, labour, services  and capital, while 
also ensuring a levelled playing field.  In particular, the Presidency 
wants to complete the file on compliance and enforcement of Union 
harmonisation legislation on products and the file on mutual 
recognition. Furthermore, Romania aims at advancing  the negotiations 
on the New Deal for Consumers package, the file on supplementary 
protection for certificates for medicines and the file on explosive 
precursors on motor vehicles. Another important file on which the 
Presidency wants to advance is the Regulation on establishing the Single 
Market Programme.

The Presidency also wants to ensure that the Single Market is ready 
to adapt to the rapid technological changes and to the rise of smart 
economies. In this context, the Presidency will hold debates on revising 
and updating the Small Business Act for Europe. On ongoing files, the 
Presidency aims at concluding the Regulation on Online Platforms and 
the Directive on Copyright in the Digital Single Market. On Industrial 
Policy, Romania has stressed the importance to ensure that the European 
economy remains competitive and creates new jobs. With these objectives 
in mind, the Presidency wants to focus on the potential of Robotics, 
Artificial Intelligence and Digital Transformation to change European 
industries. Romania will organise a series of debates on these issues while 
promoting further investment on the reduction of the digital gap and the 
development of digital skills and literacy. The Presidency also intends to 
advance negotiations on the Regulation on the European Defence Fund. 

Finally, the Presidency wants also to ensure that the EU economy is up 
to speed with the latest technological advances. In this respect, Romania 
aims at strengthening research and innovation to ensure that European 

industries and citizens can benefit from it. Key legislative files will 
include the strengthening of the European Space Programme, the 
European Council for Innovation and the European Science Cloud. 
Moreover, the Presidency aims to advance the negotiation on the Horizon 
Europe Programme. Another major objective will be the development 
of a European Strategic Framework for cooperation in research and 
innovation in the Black Sea Region, due to the strategic importance of 
the Black Sea for the entire European Union.  On a different issue, the 
Presidency has highlighted the importance of Tourism and the need to 
better integrate this sector with a wide range of policies. 

Key proposals

• Copyright in the Digital Single Market

• Regulation on Online Platforms

• Horizon Europe

• New Deal for Consumers' package
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ECOFIN
Economic & Financial Affairs Council

Ten years after the global financial crisis, the EU is going through a period 
of economic recovery and reform. Spurred on by the memory of the crisis, 
the EU Institutions set out to deepen the Economic and Monetary Union 
and Member States on a national level set out to make their economies and 
financial sectors more resilient. The economic and monetary architecture 
of the Union is already stronger and more cohesive than a decade ago, but 
additional efforts are still required to complete the EMU on all fronts. 

In light of what the Romanian Presidency defines as “favourable 
circumstances of the European economy, characterised by growth, 
stability and positive developments," they chose to focus on promoting 
growth and investment and supporting structural reforms and fairness 
during the first six months of 2019. In relation to this focus, the Romanian 
Presidency hopes to be close to the completion of the Economic and 
Monetary Union by the European Council meeting in Sibiu on 9 May. 

As a second overarching focus, the Romanian Presidency outlined 
the need for better regulation in the fiscal field, within the limits of 
the Treaties as taxation remains broadly speaking a Member State 
competence. This not only means ensuring effective and fair taxation, but 
also combatting fraud, tax evasion and money-laundering. The Presidency 
is aware that in order to achieve this, all Member States will need to be 
involved and close coordination between the Council of the European 
Union and the Eurogroup will need to be ensured.

Key proposals

• Risk Reduction Package: CRD/R + BRRD/SRM + Non-
performing loans (minimum loss coverage + secondary 
markets)

• European Deposit Insurance Scheme

• Capital Markets Union: SME Growth Markets

• Taxation: Modernising VAT (incl. for cross-border 
e-commerce + Common Corporate Tax Base + Digital 
Taxation

• European Supervisory Authorities Review: AML/CFT 
Component
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ENVI
Environment Council

Over the past several years, the EU has become a leader in sustainable 
development and stood at the forefront in the fight against climate change. 
In line with its predecessors, the Romanian Presidency will seek to 
consolidate the EU’s leadership position by achieving the long-term goals 
of the Paris Agreement and ensuring achievement of the transition to a 
low-carbon economy.

In the field of climate policy, the Romanian Presidency will lead 
discussions among Member States on the European Commission draft 
strategy for long-term EU greenhouse gas emissions reductions 
2050, presented by the European Commission on 28 November 2018. 
Furthermore, the Presidency will endeavour to conclude negotiations 
with the European Parliament on the proposals to establish CO2 emission 
standards for new heavy-duty vehicles and advance negotiations on the 
legislative proposal on monitoring maritime sector CO2 emissions.

Regarding environmental policy, the Presidency attaches importance 
to the promotion of biodiversity and efficient water management. To 
achieve the targets under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 
the Presidency stresses the need to provide adequate funding for the 
protection of biodiversity. Thus, considerable efforts will be made 
to conclude interinstitutional negotiations on the LIFE Programme. 
Moreover, as part of the implementation of the Marine Environment 
Strategy, marine plastic pollution will be a topic for debate in the informal 
Environment Council.

The Romanian Presidency will also prioritise EU water policy. Romania 
will seek to continue work on the re-use of water and drinking water 
legislative files. Romania will have to work particularly hard to break the 
deadlock formed among Member States on the revision of drinking water 
legislation.

Key proposals

• CO2 emission standards for new heavy-duty vehicles

• LIFE Programme

• Drinking water and water re-use
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EPSCO
Employment, Social Policy, Health & Consumer Affairs Council

The Presidency’s main focus on health will be to continue efforts made 
to ensure patient’s access to medication as well as on patient mobility. It 
intends to assess the implementation of the directive on the application 
of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare and encourage further 
cooperation between member states in the treatment of patients under the 
age of 18 who suffer from rare diseases. 

Furthermore, in the context of lower vaccine coverage, increased 
vaccination hesitation in the EU and threats to public health, the 
Presidency aims to identify methods to increase vaccination coverage by 
facilitating the exchange of best practices and expertise. The Presidency 
will also propose a set of Council conclusions on fighting antimicrobial 
resistance and hospital acquired-infections, as well as advancing 
discussions on the One Health collaborative approach to risks to the 
health of humans, animals and ecosystems. Finally, Romania will continue 
working on the Health Technology Assessment file to reach consensus 
within the Council. Particular attention will also be paid to health care 
issues in the proposal on the European Social Fund and on e-Health.

The Presidency’s attention in relation to employment and social affairs 
will turn to promoting labour mobility through a series of debates and 
meetings. The Presidency wants to consolidate mobile workers’ access to 
rights such as social security, as well as reducing risk of discrimination and 
undeclared work. Romania will continue negotiations on the coordination 
of social security system, as well as on the regulation on the European 
Labour Authority.

On the issue of gender equality, The Presidency will hope to provide 
equal opportunities for women and men in the labour market by reducing 
the pay gap and implementing measures to help workers maintain a 
balance between family and professional life. The Presidency will continue 
negotiations on work-life balance for parents and carers. 

Romania also aims to encourage women entrepreneurship and promote 
actions that increase would women’s presence in decision making 
positions by continuing discussions on the proposal on improving 
the gender balance among non-executive directors of publicly listed 
companies.

Key proposals - Health

• Application of patients' rights in cross-border healthcare

• Health Technology Assessment

• European Social Fund Plus (ESF+)

Key proposals - Employment and Social Affairs

• Coordination of social security systems

• European Labour Authority

Key proposals - Gender equality
• Work-life balance for parents and carers
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EYCS
Education, Youth, Culture and Sport Council

The Romanian Presidency considers Education a key area and a 
fundamental tool to create a stronger and more cohesive Union based 
on common values. On these issues, the Presidency has renewed its 
support for establishing the European Education Area by 2025. Another 
important issue for the Presidency is the idea of ‘Connecting Education’ 
through mobility, inclusion and excellence. On this issue, the Presidency 
will continue the negotiations on the Erasmus+ Programme, with special 
attention paid to pupil mobility, the promotion of European values and 
establishing and developing European University networks. 

Another file that will be subjected to debate is the proposal for Council 
Recommendation on high-quality early childhood education and care 
system. Romania will also focus on promoting training, multilingual and 
cultural awareness amongst European citizens. In fact, the Presidency 
aims at reaching a consensus on the Council Recommendation on a 
comprehensive approach to language teaching and learning.

Another key concern of the Presidency will be to promote the active 
participation of the young in European Union programmes, especially 
in connection with the upcoming European Elections. The objective is to 
promote European values to contrast the rise of Euroscepticism and to 
promote active participation and volunteering. From this perspective, 
the Presidency will aim at advancing the negotiations on the proposal for 
the European Solidarity Corps. Romania will also promote initiatives 
aimed at ensuring to young people access to culture by proposing 
Council conclusions aimed at fostering creativity, intercultural and 
communication skills as well as entrepreneurship. The Romanian 
Presidency will also use the legacy and momentum generated from the 
European Year of Cultural Heritage to organise debates and events aimed 
at emphasising the importance of preserving cultural heritage. 

Furthermore, Romania will continue the negotiation on the proposal for 
a Regulation Establishing the Creative Europe Programme (2021-2027). 
The Presidency will also play a role in the promotion of European films 
and music through conclusions on improving cross-border circulation 
of audio-visual creations and co-productions. Another priority will also 
promote debates aimed at tackling disinformation, improving media 
literacy and improving trust in journalists.

Finally, regarding sport, the Presidency will press forward to facilitate 
access to organised sport for people with fewer opportunities. Romania 
will also facilitate the formation of a common position of EU Member 
States on the review of the World Anti-Doping Code and continue the 
review process of the Council resolution on the representation and 
coordination of EU Member states in WADA Foundation Board’s 
meetings.

Key proposals

• Erasmus+ Programme

• European Solidarity Corps

• Regulation Establishing the Creative Europe Programme
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FAC
Foreign Affairs Council

The Romanian Presidency will continue actions towards achieving the 
ambitious goals of the EU Global Strategy. Romania will seek to cope with 
current international risks and threats by increasing the efficiency of the 
EU’s external action and promoting a consistent EU Neighbourhood 
policy with a specific focus on the Western Balkans and Turkey. The 
Presidency will work to reinforce the EU’s role as an upholder of the 
of the multilateral global architecture to safeguard a rules-based 
international order.

To enhance the efficiency of the EU’s external action, the Romanian 
Presidency will push for strengthening ongoing CSDP initiatives 
with a focus on existing mechanisms and ensuring the synergy of new 
instruments. Romania will support actions on research and development, 
on defence industrial cooperation as well as ensuring a robust response in 
the CSDP civil component. However, Romania stresses that it will support 
the consolidation of the EU-NATO partnership and that all CSDP 
initiatives should ‘ensure the coherence of these initiatives with similar 
NATO instruments and processes’.

The Western Balkans and Turkey are a priority for the Romanian 
Presidency’s engagement with the EU’s neighbourhood. Romania will 
encourage discussion on the current regional cooperation with the 
Western Balkans and primarily focus on youth issues and promoting 
further dialogue. Furthermore, the Romanian Presidency will make ‘every 
effort to impart a pragmatic and constructive dynamic to EU-Turkey 
relations’, especially in the fields of migration and security. More broadly, 
Romania will promote higher EU involvement in sectoral cooperation 
projects, based on a common maritime agenda in the Black Sea area and 
try to revitalise EU-Central Asia relations. According to Romania, it will 
contribute to a revival of relations with Central Asia by engaging on issues 
related to water resources management, education and connectivity.

Finally, Romania will emphasise the crucial importance of transatlantic 
relations, of strengthening international law and of raising the EU's role 
in the multilateral system. In order to solve the problems faced by the 
multilateral trading system, the Romanian Presidency of the Council 
intends to promote the modernisation of the multilateral trading system 
under the aegis of the World Trade Organisation (WTO). Furthermore, 
the Presidency will seek to coordinate Member States to formulate a 
vision for a new partnership with ACP countries, as the current Cotonou 
Agreement expires in 2020. Romania will also support actions for the 
implementation of the new European Consensus on Development.
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GAC
General Affairs Council

The Presidency will will put significant efforts into the 2021-2027 
Multiannual Financial Framework, focusing in particular on defining 
the main principles of it, and give attention to the Enlargement Policy as 
means of retaining stability and safety within the EU.

In area of cohesion, the Presidency will seek to stimulate greater 
convergence across the entire Union by focusong on the development 
of an investment-based framework able to stimulate economic and 
social development for all Member States. It will also aim to facilitate 
the adoption of Council conclusions based on the report on the 
implementation of macro-regional strategies.

The Romanian Presidency has set itself the goal of bringing the EU closer 
to its citizens. Therefore it will focus on the topic of citizens' protection 
and empowerment by supporting greater citizen involvement in the 
European decision-making processes, and in a shared reflection on the 
future of the European project. This will also involve efforts to ensure 
better communicating decision made at the EU level.  

Continuing, on enlargement, the Presidency will give attention to 
candidate countries and to potential candidates, ensuring enlargement 
principles and criteria are adhered to, and see to the implementation of 
provisions in the Stabilisation and Association Agreements. During the 
Romanian Presidency, the Agenda adopted at the EU-Western Balkans 
Summit in Sofia on 17 May 2018 will also continue to be implemented.

On Brexit, the Presidency will squarely focus on retaining the unity 
among the 27 EU Member States, while ensuring the process is clear 
and transparent. Furthermore, the Presidency is set on building a 
future relationship as close as possible between the EU and the United 
Kingdom.

Key proposals

• Brexit future relationship

• Cohesion package

• Multiannual Financial Framework
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JHA
Justice and Home Affairs Council

Fitting into the overarching motto of the Romanian Presidency “Cohesion, 
a common European Value”, the Presidency identifies a need for joint 
action, eliminating fragmentation, fostering trust and cohesion of actions, 
and ensuring greater coherence between the policies and instruments 
which define the area of freedom, security, and justice. 

In order to achieve this objective, the Presidency aims at increasing the 
level of safety of European citizens. This, among other things, means 
a coherent and uniform implementation of the actions included in the 
EU internal security strategy and promoting the implementation of new 
instruments which would ensure additional security and lead to a renewal 
of the smooth operation of the area of free movement.

The issue of migration remains in focus for the Romanian Presidency, 
which aims to continue the substantial work done by the European 
Commission, the European External Action Service, and previous 
presidencies. 

In the area of justice reforms, the Presidency will focus on improving 
judicial cooperation between Member States by enhancing the efficiency 
of the judiciary and consolidating mutual trust between the judicial 
authorities of all Member States, as well as supporting the adaptation 
of European judiciaries to digital developments. Alongside judicial 
cooperation, the Presidency will also continue efforts to make substantial 
progress on combating the financing of criminal activity.  
 

Key proposals

• Interoperability Package: current system (SIS, VIS, 
EURODAC) & new EU systems (EES, ETIAS, ECRIS-TCN)

• Union Civil Protection Mechanism / RescEU

• Brussels II bis Recast

• Judicial Cooperation: e-evidence package

• Mutual Recognition: European arrest warrant + mutual 
recognition to judgements in criminal matters
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TTE
Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council

Transport

The Presidency will focus on connectivity through the development of 
smart, safe, sustainable and fully interconnected networks. Mobility will 
be addressed from the angles of good connectivity, accessibility, high-
quality infrastructure, modernisation and diversification of transport 
services and the application of innovative means of transportation and 
traffic management.

The Presidency will prioritise the completion of the mobility packages 
while also pushing forward the negotiation on the Connecting Europe 
Facility, which is key to the Presidency’s connectivity ambitions. On 
safety, the Presidency will work on moving forward the negotiations on 
road infrastructure safety management. On rail, the Presidency will work 
to advance negotiations on the proposal concerning railway passengers’ 
rights. Freight transport issues and ways to better utilise existing freight 
transport infrastructure will be addressed through the negotiations on the 
revision of the Combined Transport Directive.

In the Maritime sector, the Presidency will focus on ongoing legislation, 
including the initiative on the training of sailors and certification 
recognition system, as well as on restarting the discussions on the 
Council Recommendation on small passenger ships. The Presidency also 
hopes to start negotiations on the European Maritime Single Window and 
make progress on the use of electronic information in freight transport file.

Digital

The Presidency will work to maximise EU’s potential in relation to digital 
economy, blockchain, and artificial intelligence, among other fields. 
Primary efforts will go into moving forward on a number of ongoing files, 
including Digital Europe Programme, CEF-Telecom, and creating the 
European Cybersecurity Industrial, Technology and Research Competence 
Centre and the network of coordinated national centres. The Presidency 

will also seek to start talks on the Digital Single Market post-2020. Lastly, 
the Presidency will work to promote the participation of women in the 
tech sector -'Women in tech – towards a cultural change’.

Energy

Regarding energy, the emphasis will be on the promotion of clean 
energy, energy efficiency, reliable market signals to investors on 
long-term energy needs, energy affordability as well as energy 
storage solutions. From the point of legislation, the Presidency will 
work to implement the Energy Union initiatives, including supporting 
the development of the European energy systems through actions 
on infrastructure, storage and technologies, and contributing to the 
strengthening of nuclear security. The Presidency will seek to close the file 
on the reform of the electricity market, work to find a common position on 
the Natural Gas Directive, and make progress in the inter-institutional 
negotiations on the Connecting Europe Facility.

Key proposals - Transport
• Mobility Packages, Connecting Europe Facility, Railway 
Passenger Rights

Key proposals - Digital
• Digital Europe Programme, ePrivacy, Connecting 
Europe Facility

Key proposals - Energy
• Natural Gas Directive, Clean Energy for All Europeans, 
Connecting Europe Facility
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 Viorica Dancila had been the Prime 
Minister of Romania since 29 January 2018 and 
has been a member of the PSD for over twenty 
years. She is the first female to hold the office of 
Prime Minister in Romania. 

Between 2009 and 2018 she was a Member of the 
European Parliament, serving two terms, and 
from 2014 she was the head of the Romanian 
S&D delegation in the European Parliament. In 
2015, she was shortlisted for the MEP Awards 
in the Agriculture category after her tenure as 
Vice Chair of the Committee on Agriculture 
and Rural Development. Ms Dancila began her 
political career in 2000 as President of the PSD’s 
Women’s Organisation in Videle, of which she is 
still President. She began as a councillor of Videle 

and in 2008 moved on to county councillor in the 
Teleorman County Council.

Before entering politics, Ms Dancila was 
an engineer for Petrom SA, a large oil and 
gas producer. Prior to this, she was a teacher 
at Industrial High School, Videle where she 
specialised in engineering. In 1988 she graduated 
from the Faculty of Drilling of Wells and 
Exploitation of Hydrocarbon Deposits of the 
Institute of Petroleum and Gas in Ploieșt. She 
later obtained a Masters’ in European Public 
Space at the National School of Political and 
Administrative Studies in Bucharest in 2006. She 
is fluent in Romanian, English and French. Viorica Dancila 

Prime Minister

 Klaus Iohannis has been President 
of Romania since 21 December 2014. He the 
first Romanian President to come from an 
ethnic minority, as a Transylvanian Saxon. Mr 
Iohannis began his political career in 1990, when 
he joined the Democratic Forum of Germans in 
Romania, and later became its leader. In 2000, 
he was elected as Mayor of Sibiu. The victory 
was a surprise, but was followed by landslide 
re-elections in 2004, 2008, and 2012. Mr 
Iohannis has been credited with turning Sibiu 
into one of Romania’s most popular tourist 
destinations. 

Mr Iohannis was appointed candidate for Prime 
Minister in 2009 and, although this did not come 
to fruition, it cemented his position in Romanian 
national politics. In 2013 he was elected Prime-

Vice President of the National Liberal Party. 
The following year he was chosen as President 
of the party and later appointed candidate for 
President of Romania. On 16 November 2014 
Mr Iohannis was elected President of Romania 
with 54.43% of votes.

Mr Iohannis has recently locked horns with 
Prime Minister Vasilica-Viorica Dancila 
following the resignation of two ministers. 
Paul Stanescu from the Development Ministry 
and Lucian Sova from the Transport Ministry 
both resigned last month, however Mr Iohannis 
has stated that he would not accept proposals 
to  fill the positions made by Ms Dancila. Ms 
Dancila responded that Mr Iohannis “did 
so without explanation, proving he wants to 
block the Government’s activity”.

Klaus Iohannis 
President
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Eugen Orlando Teodorovici has served as 
Minister of Public Finance since 2015, initially 
under the Government of Victor Ponta. Prior 

to this, Mr Teodorovici served as Minister 
of European Funds. Following the recent 

resignation of Paul Stanescu, Mr Teodorovici was 
brought in as the Acting Minister of Regional 
Development and Public Administration, and 

made Vice Prime Minister.

Mr Teodorovici currently serves as Chairman 
of the Romanian Budget, Finance, Banking and 

Capital Market Commission and since July 
2018, he has also been Chairman of the Board of 

Governors at the European Investment Bank.

Mr Teodorovici recently faced criticisms for 
proposing that free movement across the EU 

for work should be restricted with time-limited 
work permits limited to one country.

Viorel Stefan currently serves as one of four Vice 
Prime Ministers, a position he has held since 

2018. Mr Stefan has a long Parliamentary career, 
first becoming a aenator in 1996 and then being 
made a Member of the Chamber of Deputies, a 

position he has held since 2012. Between January 
and June of 2017, Mr Stefan also served as 

Minister of Public Finance. 

He has been a member of the PSD since 1993 and 
is currently the Vice President of the party. 

Before being elected to office in 1996, Mr 
Stefan held a number of positions within the 
Romanian River Navigation Company. He 

joined the Company in 1980 as an Economist and 
progressed to CEO in 1991. 

He holds a degree in Economic Science for 
the Al. I. Cuza University of Iasi and a PhD in 
Economics from Lower Danube University of 

Galati. 

Ana Birchall has served as Vice Prime 
Minister for Romanias’ Strategic Partnerships 

Implementation since January 2018 she has 
vital experience in European Affairs. She 

was instrumental in beginning and steering 
preparations for Romania’s presidency of the 

Council of the EU, serving as Chairperson of the 
Special Committee on the matter.

Ms Birchall was also the head of Romania’s 
Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of 

the OSCE (between September 2017 and January 
2018) and served as the Minister for European 
Affairs (between January and June 2017). Since 
2014, she has held a number of positions on the 
European Affairs Committee and helped with 

ROmania's accession to the Schengen. 

Her background is in law, holding a Bachelor's 
degree from the University of Bucharest and 

also a Master’s and a PhD from Yale Law School. 
Between 1996 and 2014 she has held a wide 
range of positions, from Attorney for White 
& Case, New York (2002 to 2003) to being an 

advisor to the Prime Minister (2012).

Eugen Orlando Teodorovici
Vice Prime Minister, Minister of Public 

Finance and Acting Minister of Regional 
Development and Public Administration

Viorel Stefan
Vice Prime Minister and 

PSD Vice President

Ana Birchall
Vice Prime Minister and Minister or Romania's 

Strategic Partnerships Implementation
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Grațiela Leocadia Gavrilescu was given the 
positions of both Vice Prime Minister and 

Minister of the Environment in June 2017, under 
the Government of Mihai Tudose. Ms Gavrilescu 
was previously Minister of Environment, Water 
and Forests, from December 2014 to November 

2015.

Ms Gavrilescu graduated from the Petrochemical 
Technology Faculty at the Oil and Gas 

University of Ploiesti in 1989 and has experience 
in toxicology and environmental protection. She 
has previously headed the Romanian Humanist 

Party, Liberal Women’s Organisation and the 
Congress of the Liberal Reform Party.

.

George Ciamba has served as Minister for 
European Affairs since November 2018, a 

position which means he is responsible for 
promoting the active participation of Romania at 
all EU levels and the contribution of Romania to 

the elaboration of EU policies.

Prior to this, Mr Ciamba served as Secretary 
of State for European Affairs from 2012 until 
2015, as Special Representative for Economic 
Diplomacy in 2016, and as Secretary of State 
for Bilateral and Strategic Affairs in the Euro-

Atlantic Areas from 2017 until his current 
appointment.

Mr Ciamba has a background in international 
relations and attended Stanford University’s 

Program on International Relations and 
Economics. He has also published articles in 

this field, with particular focus on the Strategic 
Partnership between Romania and the US within 

the scope of the Euro-Atlantic relationship.

Petre Daea has served as Minister of Agriculture 
and Rural Development since January 2017 but 

has worked within the sector since 2004. Mr 
Daea has also held the position of Minister of 

Agriculture and Rural Development previously, 
serving in the Government of Adrian Năstase.

Prior to his work in government, Mr Daea 
worked as the Director General of the DGAIA 

(General Directorate for Agriculture and 
Food Industry) in Mehedinti County. He also 
trained as an engineer-agronomist and has a 
PhD in Agronomy from Timisoara Faculty of 

Agronomy.

Mr Daea is a particularly strong advocate of the 
sheep industry in Romania. In October 2017, 

his department launched a campaign aimed at 
boosting sheep meat consumption in Romania. 
He has also called for the tourism branding of 
Romania to be changed from a leaf to a sheep.

Mr Daea faced criticism recently over the poor 
handling of an epidemic of African swine 

fever from earlier in the year which led to the 
slaughter of thousands of pigs.

Gratiela Leocadia Gavrilescu
Vice Prime Minister and Minister of the 

Environment

George Ciamba
Minister for European Affairs

Petre Daea
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development
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Ştefan-Radu Oprea has served as Minister 
for Business Environment, Commerce and 

Entrepreneurship since January 2018. Prior to 
taking over this position, Mr Oprea was Senator 
for Prahova County, as well as previously being 

Prahova Country Prefect.

Mr Oprea graduated from the Technological 
Equipment School of the Oil and Gas University 

in Ploiesti and also holds a degree from the 
National Administration Institute.

Mr Oprea was sued in 2016 by the General 
Prosecutor’s Office for tax evasion and money 
laundering, however the file did not reach the 
courts. A company that Mr Oprea has ties to 
has also been previously contracted by the 

government to carry out contracts on public 
works – contracts worth millions of euros.

Nicolae Hurduc currently serves as the Minister 
for Research and Innovation and was appointed 

in November 2018. 

Mr Hurduc has limited political experience 
but extensive experience in research and 

administration. Hailing from a background 
in chemical engineering, from 2001 he was a 
lecturer at Georghe Asachi University of Iasi 
and in 2016 he was made Dean of the Faculty 
of Chemical Engineering and Environmental 

Protection. 

A published academic and researcher with over 
160 published papers, Mr Hurduc is one of the 

few Romanians who represents the country 
in CERN. He achieved his doctorate in 1993 

from Georghe Asachi University of Iasi and has 
remained a part of the institution ever since. 

Rovana Plumb has served as Minister of 
European Funds since January 2018 under 
the premiership of Viorica Dăncilă. Prior to 

this, she served as Minister of Labour, Family, 
Social Protection and Elders (November 2014 

to November 2015) and as Minister of the 
Environment and Climate Change (May 2012 
to March 2014). Due to resignation of former 

Minister for Transport

Before joining her national Government, Ms 
Plumb served as an MEP from 2007 to 2012 and 

was an MP between 2004 and 2007. 

She has a PhD in the management of industrial 
systems from the Polytechnics University in 

Romania. 

Stefan-Radu Oprea
Minister for Business Environment, 

Commerce and Entrepeneurship

Nicolae Hurduc
Minister of Research and Innovation

Rovana Plumb
Minister of European Funds & 
Acting Minister for Transport
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Ioan Denes is currently the Minister of Waters 
and Forests and has held the position since 29 

January 2018. He has been a member of the 
Romanian Senate since December 2012 and a 

member of the ruling party (PSD) since March 
2014. 

Mr Denes began his career as an Electrician 
before becoming a lecturer and eventually 

a Commercial Manager in two separate 
construction companies. In 2012 he left his job 
as Commercial Manager at SC Termotec SRL 

to pursue a career in politics. He also obtained 
a qualification in teaching in 1996 from the 

Technical University of Cluj Nepoca.

His elevation to Minister of Water and Forests 
sparked controversy because, in 2017, he made 
homophobic remarks and said that his freedom 

would be harmed if a same-sex couple could 
adopt a child or hold hands in public. 

Sorina Pintea became Minister of Health in 
January 2018. Prior to this, she was elected as 
a senator in 2016, however Ms Pintea gave up 
her mandate in early 2017, choosing to remain 
as manager of the Dr Constantin Opris County 

Hospital instead.

Ms Pintea was also considered for the role of 
Minister of Health under the previous two 

Prime Ministers and has a strong background 
in the management of hospitals. In 1988, Ms 

Pintea graduated with a degree in economics, 
and she has recently started a joint venture 

with the Ministry of Finance to ensure that both 
public and private hospitals do not submit false 

financial reports.

Carmen Daniela Dan became Minister of 
Internal Affairs in January 2017, after being 
elected as a senator in December 2016. From 

2012 until 2016, Ms Dan also worked as a prefect 
of the Teleorman County.

Ms Dan has a Bachelor’s in law and a Master’s 
in European Public Affairs Management and is 
fluent in both English and French. Prior to her 
job as a prefect, Ms Dan worked as a reviewer 
at the Agricultural Bank and as a teller at the 

Raiffeisen Bank.

Ms Dan faced criticism recently over claims that 
she violently repressed anti-government protests 

in Bucharest on August 10.

Ioan Denes
Minister of Waters and Forests

Sorina Pintea
Minister of Health

Carmen Daniela Dan
Minister of Internal Affairs
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Teodor-Viorel Meleşcanu was appointed to 
the position of Minister of Foreign Affairs in 

2018. He had previously held the position 
between 1992 and 1996, and in November 

2014, where he resigned eight days later as a 
result of problems with voting in the Romanian 
diaspora. Following this, Dr Meleşcanu joined 

the advisory board of the Fourth Ponta Cabinet, 
focusing on security and defence affairs, until 

Ponta’s resignation.

Dr Meleşcanu has broad experience with foreign 
affairs and has served as Minister of Defence 

between 2007 and 2008. He also led the Foreign 
Intelligence Service of Romania, as director, from 

2012 to 2014.

Outside of politics, Dr Meleşcanu holds a 
PhD in social and political sciences and was 

a professor of the Faculty of Political Sciences 
at the University of Bucharest until 2013. He 
has written a number of works and scientific 

publications revolving around international law 
and diplomacy.

Tudorel Toader has been Minister of Justice since 
February 2017 and has been a member of the 
Venice Commission of the Council of Europe 
since 2014. Mr Toader obtained a Bachelor’s 
in Law in 1986, followed by a PhD in Legal 

Sciences in 1998.

Between 2004 and 2016, Mr Toader was Dean 
of the Faculty of Law at the University of Iași, 

at which he taught criminology, Romanian 
criminal law and European criminal law. Mr 

Toader also sits on the editorial boards of several 
legal publications, including the Romanian 

Criminal Law Review and Journal of Eastern 
European Criminal Law.

In 2006, Mr Toader was appointed as a judge to 
the Constitutional Court of Romania and served 
two successive terms in office between 2006 and 

2016.

Anton Anton is the current Energy Minister in 
the Romanian Government. He won his seat in 
2016 when he ran on the ALDE ticket but was 

inducted into the cabinet of Prime Minister 
Dancila in January 2018 due to his experience of 

Government. 

He started his political career as a member of the 
PNL and became state secretary to the Minister 

of Education in 2005. By 2006 he was the 
president of the National Authority for Scientific 
Research, an agency of the Ministry. In 2008 he 
was made Minister of Education following the 

dismissal of his predecessor. He only served for 
a few months before the legislature came to an 

end. 

His background is in Engineering and he is 
considered to be an expert in hydrodynamics 
and hydraulic engineering, having published 
over 80 articles in scientific journals and being 

a leading member of the European Academy of 
Sciences and Arts. 

Teodor-Viorel Melescanu
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Tudorel Toader
Minister of Justice

Anton Anton
Minister of Energy
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Valer-Daniel Breaz is the Minister of Culture 
and was appointed in November 2018 during a 
cabinet reshuffle. He is a PSD Senator and was 
part of the Committee on Labour, Family and 
Social Protection, as well as the Committee on 

Culture and the Media. 

Before joining the Government, he served 
as academic Rector of the 1 December 1918 
University in Alba Iulia since 2012. He was 
previously a professor of mathematics and 

obtained his degree in 2002 from Babes-Bolyai 
University of Cluj-Napoca. 

Ecaterina Andronescu currently serves as the 
Minister of Education, a position which she took 
up in November 2018. She has held the position 

a total of four times, between 2000 and 2003, 
2008 and 2009 and 2012. She was a member of 

the Chamber of Deputies from 1996 to 2008 and 
then became a Senator in 2008, a position she has 

held ever since. 

Before beginning her political career, Ms 
Andronescu was an engineer. After graduating 
in Oxidic Materials Science from the Politehnica 

University of Bucharest in 1972, she pursued 
a PhD which she obtained in 1982. From 1972, 
she served as a researcher, teacher and lecturer 

and pursued studies in Western Europe in 
the early 1990s. She has published over 155 

scientific works and has published 3 books on 
engineering. 

Marius-Constantin Budai currently serves as the 
Minister of Labour and Social Justice. A lifelong 

civil servant, he took up his position in late 
2018. Prior to his promotion, he was executive 
director of the Botoşani County Pension House 

(between 2013 and 2016) and had worked at 
the Department for Social Assistance and Child 
Protection in Botosani for 18 years (from 1995 to 

2013).

Mr Budai obtained his degree in 2008 in Finance 
and Banking from Spiru Haret University and a 

m
Masters’ in 2010 in financial-accounting 

management of public administration from the 
same institution.

Valer-Daniel Breaz
Minister of Culture

Ecaterina Andronescu
Minister of Education

Marius-Constantin Budai
Minister of Labour and Social Justice
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Niculae Badalau
Minister of Economy

Alexandru Petrescu
Minister of Communications

Niculae Badalau currently serves as the PSD’s 
Minister of Economy and has been a member of 
the Senate since December 2012. Before this he 

served as a Member of the Chamber of Deputies 
between 2004 and 2008. Between 2001 and 2003 

he was sub-prefect of the county of Giurgiu. 
Soon after, in 2003 he was made prefect of the 
county by the PSD, a position he held until his 

ascension to the Chamber of Deputies. 

He holds a degree in law from Bioterra 
University and a PhD in Economic Sciences 

and Domain Management (obtained in 2013). 
Like many other Romanian politicians he is also 

a graduate of the National Defense College. 
Mr Badalau is a controversial figure and has 

numerous run-ins with the law and Romania’s 
anti-corruption task force, DNA. He has been 

accused of corruption numerous times and 
been involved in various scandals involving 

state contracts and land acquisition. He has also 
been accused of assault, money laundering and 

providing police with false statements. 

In 1988, Mr Badalau was imprisoned for a year 
for theft but was pardoned in the early 1990s 

following the collapse of the authoritarian 
Romanian Government.

Viorel Ilie is currently the Minister of Parliament 
Relations, a position he has held since March 

2017.

Before entering into national politics, he was a 
longtime participant in local politics. Between 
2008 and 2016 he served as mayor of the city 
of Moinesti in Bacau County. Prior to this, he 

served as the Director of Administration of SRC 
Trust Income SRL between 2000 and 2008.

After completing several qualifications in 
engineering, communications and physics, he 
worked as an engineer from 1989 to 1997. He 

holds two Bachelors’ and two Masters’ degrees. 

Alexandru Petrescu currently serves as Minister 
of Communications and was appointed in the 

November reshuffle of 2018. He has previously 
served as Minister of Economy and Minister 

for Business, Commerce and Entrepreneurship 
between 2014 to 2017. From the summer of 2017, 
he was General Manager of the SME Guarantee 

Fund before taking up his current position.

Before entering politics, Mr Petrescu was the 
General Manager of the Post Office and, prior to 
this, held several senior positions in UK finance 
and banking companies. He holds a degree in 

economics from the University of Wales.

Since 2015, Mr Petrescu has been involved in 
a scandal from his time in the Romanian Post 
in which he was accused of illegally collecting 
bonuses. The Romanian anti-corruption board, 

DNA, has been investigating the case since 
November 2017. 

Viorel Illie
Minister of Parliament Relations
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Bogdan Gheorghe Trif
Minister of Tourism

Natalia-Elena Intotero
Minister of Romanians Abroad

Bogdan Gheorghe Trif is the Romanian Minister 
of Tourism and was appointed in 2018. He has 

been a member of the PSD since 2004 and in 2017 
he was appointed interim president of a regional 

PSD branch. 

Before entering politics, he was heavily involved 
in the National Environmental Guard from 

2004 to 2016, most recently serving as General 
Commissioner. 

He graduated from Lucian Blaga University of 
Sibiu with a degree in Agronomy in 2001 and 
since then has obtained a number of further 

degrees and diplomas. He obtained a Masters’ 
in Expertise and Management of Ecological 

Systems in 2006, a Diploma in environmental 
auditing in 2007, a Masters’ in Security, Health 
and Relationship Management in 2008 and a 

degree in law in 2012. 

Natalia-Elena Intotero is the Minister for 
Romanians Abroad and has been a Member of 
the Chamber of Deputies since 2016, a position 

she held previously between May and December 
2012. Prior to her most recent appointment, she 
was president of the PSD County Organisation 

in Hunedoara, where she was formerly a 
councillor.

Ms Intotero caused some controversy in 2009 
when she said that Sweden had a President, 

instead of a king, while working for the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. Ms Intotero is a fully qualified 

teacher and holds a degree in Romanian 
Language and Literature from the University of 
Spiru Haret. She also obtained a postgraduate 
qualification from the Romanian Diplomatic 

Institute and the National Defense College. She 
is currently a deputy of the Uninomial College 
Orastie-Simeria-Geoagiu, a role she adopted in 

2012.

Born in RM. Vilcea, on 26 October 1980, little is 
known about the Minister of Youth and Sports, 
Constantin-Bogdan Matei, except that he has a 
background in sports, with a career as a teacher 

of physical education for 11 years prior to his 
start in politics. 

Mr Matei will be chairing the Education, Youth, 
Culture and Sports Council at the Council of 

the EU. It has been said that Mr Matei is a very 
hands-on Minister, often dropping into offices 

and attending organised events.

Mr Matei trained in football coaching as a young 
man, attending the National College of Sports 

Mastery at the Lucian Blaga University in Sibiu, 
in 1999. He played central defender.

Constantin-Bogdan Matei
Minister of Youth and Sports



The Events
Stay connected with the key dates 

for the next six months
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Council Calendar
The Council is a single institution but it meets in ten configurations 

determined by policy area. Although there is no hierarchy, the General 
Affairs Council has a special coordination role and is responsible for 

institutional, administrative and horizontal matters. Any of the Council’s 
ten configurations can adopt an act that falls under the remit of another 

configuration.

Click on the DeHavilland EU 2019 Council Calendar on the next page to 
view our Live Document which includes meetings of the Council alongside 
Parliamentary committees, and their relevant agendas. For the most up to 
date version, bookmark the URL. DeHavilland EU will be updating this 

calendar throughout the year. 
 

See the official calendar of the Romanian Presidency, including all 
associated cultural and political events, here.

https://www.dehavilland.co.uk/Europe/Home/HoMyDH.aspx
https://www.romania2019.eu/events/list/?tribe_eventcategory=133
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 Member states holding the Presidency work together closely in ‘Trios’. Each Trio lasts 18
months, with each country in the Trio chairing all configurations of Council meetings for a 6-month period. Aims of 
each Trio are set by the European Council. Romania is the first country in the 9th Presidency Trio, joined by Finland 

(July-December 2019) and Croatia (January-June 2020). Minister for European Affairs and Chair of the General Affairs 
Council George Ciamba emphasised three key elements that will be defining the actions of the current Trio, namely 

maintaining European unity and strengthening the European project, especially in light of Brexit and of the upcoming 
European Parliament elections; observance of political priorities already agreed upon at European level; and more 

effective communication on the future of Europe.  

Romania: January-June 2019 

Finland: July-December 2019 

Croatia: January-June 2020

Germany: July-December 2020

Portugal: January-June 2021

Slovenia: July-December 2022

The Trio
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We trust you found this briefing useful

DeHavilland EU produces in-depth political information for public 
affairs and policy professionals every day. 

Our highly informed EU Policy Analysts gather vital political news 
from Brussels to bring our subscribers relevant policy updates and live 

coverage tailored to their information needs.

To find out how our political monitoring and research services can help 
your organisation and to request a free trial, contact our team now.

https://www1.dehavilland.co.uk/contact-us

