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Data accurate as of 24/08 (ECDC Data) - comparisons with 17/08 

Click to find Member State of interest. 

Member State Cases Per 100,000 (last 14 
days) 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer 2020 Forecast) 

1. Spain 152.7 -10.9% 

2. Malta 122.4 -6.0% 

3. Luxembourg 96.3 -6.2% 

4. Romania 86.3 -6.0% 

5. France 67.1 -10.6% 

6. Croatia 63.1 -10.8% 

7. Belgium 59.1 -8.8% 

8. Netherlands 45.9 -6.8% 

EU Average 39.9 -8.7% 

9. Sweden 36.6 -5.3% 

10. Austria 36.4 -7.1% 

11. Czech Republic 31.3 -7.8% 

12. Denmark 29 -5.2% 

13. Portugal 28.5 -9.8% 

14. Greece 28.4 -9.0% 

15. Poland 26.3 -4.6% 

16. Bulgaria  26.2 -7.1% 

17. Ireland 25.6 -8.5% 

18. United Kingdom 22.2 -9.7% 

19. Cyprus 20.4 -7.7% 

20. Germany 20 -6.3% 

21. Slovenia 19.3 -7.0% 

22. Italy 14.5 -11.2% 

23. Slovakia  13.9 -9.0% 

24. Lithuania 13.7 -7.1% 

25. Estonia 13.7 -7.7% 

26. Finland 9.1 -6.3% 

27. Hungary 5.2 -7.0% 

28. Latvia 4.7 -7.0% 
 

Key changes since last week: 

• Spain now has the highest infection rate across the EU27+1 (152.7). Latvia has the lowest at 

4.7. France (45.7 – 67.1) and Croatia (32.2 – 63.1) have recorded large increases. 

• Germany issued a travel warning on travel to Brussels, as well as the Paris area and the 

French Riviera. 

• The Netherlands lifted quarantine requirement for Sweden. 

• Finland has removed most EU countries from its green travel lists. 

• People from certain French regions will have to self-isolate in Belgium. 

• Cyprus has put Spain and Malta on its category C countries. 

• The UK has added Portugal to its quarantine exempt countries but removed Croatia. 

 

 

 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/cases-2019-ncov-eueea
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Austria – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

36.4 

Border Status (EU) • Only Austrian, EU/EEA, or Swiss citizens as well as people 
with a residence permit are allowed to enter Austria without 
restrictions 

• Non-eligible travellers to present negative test in previous 72 
hours. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Entry possible from non-EU countries without “stable 
COVID-19 situation”. 

• Without negative COVID test, quarantine for 10 days 
alongside presentation of negative test. 

Domestic Restrictions • Masks are mandatory in enclosed public places and on 
public transportation. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -7.10%  

• (15/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• +5.90% 

• (26/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €331m 

• (16/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Contributor 

• +€1534m 

• 6th Highest Net-Contributor 

 

Political Analysis 

Sebastian Kurz has been Chancellor of Austria since January 2020 and previously from December 
2017 to May 2019, which came to an end because of a scandal with his coalition partner. Austria 
closed all schools on 15 March 2020, two days before the third COVID-19 death was confirmed. Non-
essential movement has been banned one day later. As of 17 August, there have been 23,373 cases 
(0.26% of the population) and 728 COVID-19 deaths (3.11% of cases).  
 
According to a Statista poll in July 2020, 70% of Austrians were either very satisfied (27%) or rather 
satisfied (43%) with the COVID-19 measures while 20% were rather not satisfied and 10% were not 
at all satisfied. However, 51% did not approve how the government managed the economic 
consequences of the crisis.  
 
The opposition in Austria pressured Chancellor Kurz to undo the measures as quickly as to not 
drastically interfere with the peoples’ basic rights any longer. 56% of Austrians, however, say that the 
easing of measures including the freedom of travel came too fast.  
 
Austria was a member of the “frugal four” at the EU Council summit, asking for reductions of 
spending. Therefore, the Austrian Chancellor was very satisfied with the outcome, as Austria 
additionally received an increased rebate.  
 
The next Austrian presidential election will take place in 2024. 

 

 

 

https://www.bmlrt.gv.at/tourismus/corona-tourismus/corona_gaeste.html
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Belgium - More information  

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

59.1 
 

Border Status (EU)  • 14-day quarantine period needed for those in high risk areas 
including regions in Malta, Spain, Bulgaria, France and 
Romania.  

• Self-isolation & testing is recommended for people returning 
from Cyprus, Greece, Luxembourg, Sweden and regions 
from countries such as Portugal, Spain, France and 
Denmark. 

• Travel to Denmark, Finland, Malta and areas of Spain, the 
UK, Romania and Bulgaria is not authorised. 

• Germany issued a travel warning. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Non-essential travel outside the EU / EEA is prohibited. 

• Mandatory 14-day quarantine and test for arrivals. 

Domestic Restrictions • Wearing of a face mask in public spaces, public transport & 
shops is compulsory in Brussels. Children over 12 and 
teachers will also wear a mask at schools as of September. 

• Public events are limited to 100 indoors and 200 outdoors. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -8.80%  

• (9/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 7.00% 

• (16/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €311m 

• (19/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€2590m 

• 6th Highest Net-Beneficiary  

 

Political Analysis 

Following several deadlocks in forming a government since December 2018, in March 2020 opposing 

parties agreed to form a new one in order to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. Sophie Wilmès is 

the current Prime Minister governing with a minority. Its mandate ends in September.  

In Belgium, schools, cafes and restaurants closed and all public gatherings cancelled from 13 March. 

Non-essential travel was banned as of 5 April. Restrictions were gradually lifted from early May and 

the government unilaterally reopened its borders to all EU and Schengen zone countries on 15 June.  

It has seen a rise in new infections and new restrictions are in place as the next phase of reopening 

has been delayed and travel warnings were issued. In early stages of the pandemic, scientific experts 

have criticised the government’s actions and requested more binding measures. Criticism was also 

focused on the shortage of medical supplies and the lack of protective equipment in care homes. 

The Belgian PM has welcomed the July Council agreement as several points promoted by the country 

were accepted such as the €5bn ‘Brexit’ adjustment fund and an increase to the share that countries 

can retain of customs duties in the form of collection costs. Whether the country will begin drafting its 

recovery plan will depend on the outcome of the negotiations to form a new government. 

 

 

https://diplomatie.belgium.be/en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/96/cohesion-fund#:~:text=For%20the%202014%2D2020%20programming%20period%2C%20the%20EU%20is%20allocating,to%2085%25%20of%20its%20cost.
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/96/cohesion-fund#:~:text=For%20the%202014%2D2020%20programming%20period%2C%20the%20EU%20is%20allocating,to%2085%25%20of%20its%20cost.
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Cyprus – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

20.4 

Border Status (EU)  • Most European countries face no restrictions, whilst those 
from Belgium, France, Greece, Italy, Croatia, Poland, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, the Czech Republic and the U.K. are 
allowed to visit but need a health certificate issued at least 
72 hours before their flight. 

• Travel from Bulgaria, Sweden, Luxembourg, Romania, 
Spain and Malta is mostly restricted and only with a negative 
test and quarantine for 14 days. 

Border Status (Non-EU)  

• Aligned with the EU’s approved travel list. 

Domestic Restrictions • A face mask is needed in enclosed public spaces. Offices 
are open with safety measures applied. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -7.70%  

• (13/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 8.60% 

• (11/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €163m 

• (23/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €289m  

• (13/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• +€61m 

• 2nd Lowest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

Cypriot President Nicos Anastasiades has been in office since 2013. Following the first infections, the 

country went into lockdown on 24 March. Then, it began easing its measures by allowing some 

businesses to reopen beginning on 4 May, with restrictions on movement lifted on 21 May. At the end 

of July, Cyprus re-introduced measures to contain a new surge of the coronavirus infections, including 

the need to wear masks in all indoor public places.  

Cyprus was in course of solid growth before the COVID-19 pandemic, which slowed down economic 

growth with real GDP expected to contract by 7.7% only to partially recover in 2021. In addition, the 

pandemic and its travel restrictions will significantly dampen international demand for tourism. 

In the whole course of the pandemic so far, Cypriot citizens backed the government’s measures 

which resulted in very few daily cases, with opposition party AKEL continuously criticising the 

measures for lacking clarity. The next presidential elections will take on 2023 and the parliamentary 

elections on 2021. 

Cyprus expressed its satisfaction of the European Council deal on the MFF 2021-27 and the 

Recovery Fund; it will raise a total amount of over €2.7bn. The island has already began drafting its 

recovery plan aiming to establish a competitive economy, smart and sustainable growth mainly in the 

fields of green growth and digital transition. It has been confirmed that a large part of the European 

Recovery funds would be dedicated to e-government projects and waste management. 

 

 

https://www.pio.gov.cy/coronavirus/en/
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Denmark – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

29.0 

Border Status (EU) • Free travel for citizens of Norway, border regions on Sweden 
and Germany. 

• Travelers from Portugal, Luxembourg, Bulgaria and certain 
parts of Sweden are only allowed entry if they have a worthy 
purpose. 

• Travel from Spain, Malta, Belgium, Bulgaria and Romania is 
restricted. 

• Family members, including boyfriends and girlfriends, of 
Danish citizens, can also travel to Denmark. 

• Anyone arriving to Denmark will be required to present proof 
of accommodation booked for at least 6 days. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Travellers from outside the EU, Schengen and UK can only 
travel to the EU if they have a worthy purpose. 

• Countries on the EU’s approval list are free to travel. 
 

Domestic Restrictions • Mask wearing is compulsory on public transport. 

• Random testing may occur. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -5.20% 

• (27/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 6.40% 

• (23/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €217m 

• (23/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Contributor 

• +€1,468m 

• 7th Highest Net-Contributor 

 

Political Analysis 

Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen has been in office since 27 June 2019. Denmark imposed lockdown 

measures on 13 March. The reopening process began on 6 April in the form of Kindegartens.  

Confidence in experts amongst the Danish population is the highest across the European Union at 

64%. The Danish population also felt the least affected by COVID-19 in relation to their financial 

situation. Nearly half of Danish people in one survey believed in the implementation of stronger 

external border controls. 

The economic forecast of Summer 2020 projected Denmark to be the second least impacted Member 

State by COVID-19. 

In terms of the economic recovery of the European Union, Denmark took and initially tough stance on 

the provision of majority grants as part of the Next Generation EU package. As a member of the frugal 

four, Denmark insisted on the EU budget not exceeding 1% of the EU’s gross national income. 

Denmark will next have a general election on 4 June 2023. 

 

 

https://politi.dk/en/coronavirus-in-denmark/travelling-in-or-out-of-denmark/entry-into-denmark
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Estonia – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

9.1 

Border Status (EU) • Borders are open on the condition that travellers do not 
display COVID-19 symptoms. 

• Travelers who have spent at least 14 days in a country with 
more than 16 infections per 100,000 inhabitants in the last 
14 days are required to quarantine for two weeks upon 
arrival.  

• From 1 September, quarantines can be replaced by a 
negative test. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Residents of countries on the EU list can travel into the 
country if they show no symptoms. 

Domestic Restrictions • Face masks are optional and only required in enclosed 
public spaces. Workspaces can open with safety measures. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -7.70% 

• (12/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 9.20% 

• (9/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €569m 

• (13/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €1073m 

• (12/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• +€516m 

• 5th Lowest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

Estonia is being ruled by a coalition government between the Centre Party, the Conservative People's 

Party (EKRE) and Isamaa. The head of the Centre Party, Jüri Ratas is the PM since 2016. 

In early March, Estonia declared a state of emergency which lasted until 18 May, closed its borders 

and entered a full lockdown to stop the spread of COVID-19. As of 15 May, the Baltic states created 

the first travel bubble allowing citizens to move freely across the three countries with Estonia also 

relaxing some of its restrictions.  

The country has been appraised for its online administration and digital state, which is also used in 

the fight against coronavirus, such as digital classrooms, digital health records and a range of online 

public services.  

The Estonian Reform Party has tried to keep the government accountable and accused the PM for 

not cooperating with the Parliament. At the same time, the Social Democrats have said that the 

government has misled citizens on coronavirus testing. The next parliamentary elections will be held 

in Estonia by 5 March 2023 and current polls show that support for the Reform has grown. 

The government had been split over the recovery plan with EKRE fearing the loss of sovereignty and 

the Centre party having a pro-EU stance. During the negotiations, Estonia did not support covering 

current costs from the restarting plan and preferred a payback scheme via a gross national income-

based pay-in. Eventually, it will get €6.8bn from the long-term budget and receive more than €1.5bn in 

subsidies from the economic recovery plan. 

 

https://vm.ee/en/information-countries-and-quarantine-requirements-passengers
https://vm.ee/en/information-countries-and-quarantine-requirements-passengers#EU%20+%20Schengen
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Finland – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

5.2 

Border Status (EU) • Anyone from Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, and 
Slovakia is free to travel to Finland. 

• Anyone arriving to Finland, other than from the EU countries 
mentioned above, is recommended to self-quarantine for 14 
days. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Anyone from New Zealand, Rwanda, South Korea, Thailand, 
Tunisia and Uruguay is free to travel to Finland. 

• Anyone arriving to Finland, other than the countries 
mentioned above, is recommended to self-quarantine for 14 
days. 

Domestic Restrictions • General social distancing practices are being enforced. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -6.30% 

• (22/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 8.30% 

• (13/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €749m 

• (11/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Contributor 

• +€679m 

• 2nd Lowest Net-Contributor 

 

Political Analysis 

Prime Minister Sanna Marin has led the Finnish government since 10 December 2019. A state of 

emergency was confirmed on 16 March with measures lasting until 13 May. Finland also announced a 

€15bn support package as part of the future recovery.  

In terms of public opinion, the Finnish have reported that they will feel the most negative financial 

impact of COVID-19 across the Nordic countries, with 4 in 10 respondents stating that they were 

somewhat or very concerned about losing their job to the pandemic. In terms of the damage of 

COVID-19 to society, 98% of respondents believe the COVID-19 pandemic has damaged the Finnish 

society. Nearly half describe the level of damage as high or extremely high. However, 39% of 

respondents say they do not expect the crisis to have any major long-term impact on society. Nearly 

as many, 36%, say the crisis will make their society stronger. 

In terms of the EU recovery package, Finland were widely considered as one of the frugal member 

states. Prime Minister Marin defended the package, adding that to classify the NGEU package as 

“joint debt” was inaccurate, adding that the liabilities of each country were exactly defined.  

The next Finnish parliamentary election will be in April 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thl.fi/en/web/infectious-diseases-and-vaccinations/what-s-new/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-updates/travel-and-the-coronavirus-pandemic


 

 

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2020      www.dehavilland.co.uk 

Hungary – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

5.2 

Border Status (EU) • Borders are open for Hungarian citizens. 

• Other countries have been categorised into “green”, “yellow” 
and “red lists”. 

• Non-Hungarian citizens arriving from “yellow” countries like 
Bulgaria, Romania, Sweden and the United Kingdom are 
subject to a medical check and a 14-day quarantine, unless 
they present documentation showing two negative COVID 
tests, performed with a gap of at least 48 hours, in the five 
days before arrival in Hungary. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Entry ban for non-Hungarian citizens from “red” countries. 

Domestic Restrictions • It is mandatory to wear face masks in shops and on public 
transport. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -7.00%  

• (19/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 7.00% 

• (19/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €1,825m 

• (17/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €6,025m 

• (4/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€5,029m 

• 2nd Highest Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis  
 
Hungary has been ruled by the Fidesz–KDNP alliance since 2010. Fidesz is the senior partner in the 

coalition. Victor Orbán has been Prime Minister of Hungary since 2010. The next Hungarian 

Parliamentary Election is in 2022.  

On 11 March, the Hungarian Government declared a state of emergency. Whilst there was no formal 

national lockdown, citizens were asked to remain at home. Those infected were liable to receive a 

compulsory home quarantine order. Public gatherings of over 100 people in an enclosed space were 

banned. Hungary started to ease lockdown measures from May. Certain shops and restaurants 

began to reopen. As of 17 August, there have been 4916 recorded cases of COVID-19 in Hungary, 

with 608 deaths. The capital Budapest had the highest concentration of cases (2102).  

On 30 March, the Parliament adopted a “coronavirus protection act”. It granted Prime Minister Victor 

Orban’s Government the right to rule by decree. It was repealed on 16 June. Opposition figures 

criticised the Government for using the emergency decree for political purposes. It has also been 

criticised by external NGO’s and European politicians. Despite this, PM Orbán has seen his approval 

rating increase to 62% according to a July Nézőpont Institute poll.  

Hungary stated that it would veto any agreement that stringently tied respect for certain democratic 

principles (rule of law) to the receipt of payments. Ultimately, the final agreement watered down such 

a provision. Hungary will receive a total of €15.1bn – €8.1bn in grants, and €7bn in loans. 

 

 

https://koronavirus.gov.hu/cikkek/nnk-kanada-sarga-portugalia-zold-besorolast-kapott
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/ip125_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/ip125_en.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/96/cohesion-fund#:~:text=For%20the%202014%2D2020%20programming%20period%2C%20the%20EU%20is%20allocating,to%2085%25%20of%20its%20cost.
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/96/cohesion-fund#:~:text=For%20the%202014%2D2020%20programming%20period%2C%20the%20EU%20is%20allocating,to%2085%25%20of%20its%20cost.


 

 

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2020      www.dehavilland.co.uk 

Ireland – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 14 
days) 

25.6 

Border Status (EU) • Ireland’s borders never closed. 

• Arrivals have to quarantine unless travelling for essential work 
or from countries on its green list. These are Estonia, Finland, 
Greece, Greenland, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, 
or Slovakia.  

• The UK is not on the green list, but Northern Ireland is exempt. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Ireland has not implemented the EU’s external travel ban. 

Domestic Restrictions • Masks are mandatory on public transport and advised when 
taking private transport.  

• Employers are to let employees work at home. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -8.50%  

• (10/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 7.40% 

• (15/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €187m 

• (24/27) 

Cohesion Fund Allocation 
(2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Contributor 

• +€542m 

• Lowest Net-Contributor 

 

Political Analysis  

The Irish General Election took place just prior to the COVID-19 pandemic in February. Fianna Fáil 

and Sinn Féin won a greater proportion of seats then Taoiseach Leo Varadkar’s Fine Gael. After 

months of negotiation, on June 27 an agreement was reached which saw Varadkar step down and 

replaced by Fianna Fáil’s Micheál Martin. His new Government has been formed with the support of 

Fine Gael and the Green Party. Prior to the end of his term in office, Varadkar saw his approval 

ratings increase from 45% (February) to 75% (June). The next Irish General Election will be held in 

2025.  

Ireland went in to lockdown on 27 March. Citizens could only leave their homes to shop for groceries 

and make essential trips to see family members. Ireland has adopted a phase approach to lockdown 

easing. However, in both July and August the Government has postponed enacting phase four of the 

procedure. In mid-August, Ireland’s Government reintroduced certain restrictions, such as a 15-

person outdoor gathering limit, due to an increase in outbreaks across the country. 

Ireland’s economy grew 1.2% in Q1 2020, as exports of IT and pharma products offset the impact of 

COVID-19. However, there was 12.7% contraction within the domestic economic sphere, including 

the distribution, hotel and restaurant sectors. The Commission’s summer forecast predicts Ireland’s 

GDP to contract by 8.5% in 2020, while 6.25% growth is expected in 2021 

Prior to the pivotal July Council Summit, Taoiseach Martin conceded that Ireland would be a net 

contributor, noting that Europe’s recovery was the priority. However, alongside the recovery fund, a 

€5bn ‘Brexit adjustment reserve’ was secured. This will be to Ireland’s benefit, being the UK’s only 

physical neighbour within the EU. Meanwhile, Ireland will receive €1.9bn in grants via the recovery 

fund 

 

https://koronavirus.gov.hu/cikkek/nnk-kanada-sarga-portugalia-zold-besorolast-kapott
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Latvia – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

2.4 

Border Status (EU) • No 2-week quarantine required for those arriving from 
countries with a fortnightly case per 100,000 figure of 15 or 
below. 

• Current high-risk list includes Spain, Malta, Andorra, 
Luxembourg, Romania, Czech Republic and Sweden. 

• All arrivals required to fill a contact form. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Latvia’s external approval list is largely based on that of the 
EU’s. 

Domestic Restrictions • Restrictions on gatherings were relaxed as of 17 August. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -7.00% 

• (17/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 8.60% 

• (12/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €242m 

• (21/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €1,349m 

• (11/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€935m 

• 7th Highest Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

The Latvian government has been led by Prime Minister Krišjānis Kariņš (Unity party) since 23 

January 2019. Latvia declared a state of emergency on 12 March which concluded on 14 April.  

Latvia has the 26th most cases in the EU 27+1. 

The Bite Latvija mobile operator outlined polling results which concluded that as many as 75% of 

Latvian residents believed that COVID-19 has consolidated society. However, one issue caused by 

the COVID-19 crisis in Latvia was an 86% increase in visits to pirate websites according to the 

Ministry of Culture. 

52% of Latvian citizens believed EU assistance to Member States was sufficient. Respondents were 

aware of some EU measures to support its Member States during the crisis, such as the closing of 

external borders (84%), the coordination of repatriation (57%) or the common procurement for 

medical equipment (47%). 53% of Latvians expressed concern over their income stability over the 

next six months. 

In terms of the budgetary negotiations which concluded at the European Council summit in June, 

Latvia’s main input into discussions concerned the rule of law and payments link. Latvian Prime 

Minister Krišjānis Kariņš drafted a proposal which which was adopted by acclamation, and “underlines 

the importance of the protection of the EU’s financial interests”. 

The next election in Latvia is scheduled for 1 October 2022. 

 

 

 

https://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/consular-information/news/66019-emergency-situation-in-latvia-to-restrict-the-spread-of-covid-19
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Lithuania – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

13.7 

Border Status (EU) • Borders open for those arriving from countries with a 
fortnightly case per 100,000 figure of 16 or below. 

• Those arriving from countries higher than 16 must self-
isolate for 16 days. 

• Lithuania has added Germany to its virus isolation list. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Foreigners arriving from third countries outside the 
European Economic Area, Switzerland and the United 
Kingdom, will be required to stay in isolation for two weeks. 

Domestic Restrictions • It is compulsory to wear a mask or face covering in taxis, on 
public transport, shops, indoor markets and public 
institutions. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -7.10% (2020)  

• (14/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 9.70% 

• (6/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €345m 

• (15/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €2049m 

• (10/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€1624m 

• 9th Highest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

Lithuanian Prime Minister Saulius Skvernelis of the Lithuanian Farmers and Greens Union Party has 

led Lithuania since 22 November 2016. Lithuania declared a COVID-19 quarantine from 16 March to 

17 June.  

At the end of May, 63% of Lithuanians appreciated the work of the government during the pandemic. 

Additionally, 60% rated the work of their municipality as good. On the other hand, 42% of Lithuanians 

state that their financial situation was not good enough to withstand a crisis, with additional data 

suggesting that 57% of Lithuanians would be ready for a possible financial shock in the future and 

have a financial reserve for at least three months. 

Despite high approval ratings in terms of Lithuania’s management of COVID-19, the Lithuanian 

government were forced to revoke guidelines which required the display of signs advising people over 

60 or with chronic health conditions to not enter shops, cafes and other businesses. 

An interesting dynamic in Lithuania is its relationship with neighbouring Belarus, after Lithuania voiced 

concern over inadequate reaction to the spread of COVID-19 in Belarus. 

In terms of the European Union’s economic recovery, Commissioner Virginijus Sinkevičius told 

Lithuanian media that the country could receive €6.3bn from the NGEU fund, including €3.9bn euros 

in grants and €2.4bn in loans 

Lithuanian citizens will next go to the polls for its Parliamentary election on 11 and 25 October. 

 

 

http://koronastop.lrv.lt/lt/naujienos/i-lietuva-vis-dar-draudziama-atvykti-is-portugalijos-jungtines-karalystes-ir-svedijos


 

 

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2020      www.dehavilland.co.uk 

Slovenia – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

19.3 

Border Status (EU) • Slovenia eliminated border restrictions on May 15, but 
tightened restrictions in June. 

• Those countries on Slovenia’s safe list can travel without 
restrictions. 

• Slovenia have also created a list of those with a deteriorating 
epidemiological situation which informs restriction tightening. 

• Added Croatia to list of country to “red list” which imposes 
mandatory quarantine. 

• Anyone arriving to Slovenia will undergo a health screening. 

• Those from a “yellow” or “red” country will be required to 
present a negative PCR test. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Travel remains restricted. 

Domestic Restrictions • General social distancing rules apply. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -7.00%  

• (18/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 7.00% 

• (17/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €327m 

• (18/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €895m 

• (13/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€471m 

• 4th Lowest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

Prime Minister Janez Janša has led the Slovenian government since 13 March 2020. It was an 

extraordinary time in Slovenian politics with the Slovenian Civil Defence coordinating the approach to 

the disease on 11 March, an epidemic being declared on 12 March, and the new government entering 

office on 13 March.  

Slovenia has the 21st highest rate of COVID-19 infection in the European Union. 

According to a Slovenian poll in July, the share of the population who thought measures were too 

strict was at 22%, whilst those that believed that they are not strict enough is up to 32%. In terms of 

the economic impact of the pandemic, more than 40% of Slovenian respondents to one survey 

reported loss of employment, or contracts in the case of the self-employed– the third highest level in 

the EU. 

Slovenia secured €10.5bn as part of the NGEU plan, of which €6.6bn is to be made up of grants. 

The next Slovenian Parliamentary election will happen no later than 5 June 2022. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.si/en/topics/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/ip125_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/ip125_en.pdf
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Bulgaria – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

26.2 

Border Status (EU)  • Open to all EU citizens. 

• Travellers from Portugal & Sweden need to present a 
negative test or quarantine for 14 days. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Bulgarian citizens must quarantine for 14 days if coming 
from non-approved country without test. 

• Bulgaria is open to citizens to the EU’s list. 

Domestic Restrictions • Face masks are mandatory in all indoor public spaces. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -7.10% (2020)  

• (16/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 7.00% 

• (18/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €1,710m 

• (6/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €2278m 

• (9/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€1,585m 

• 8th Lowest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

The government is formed by the GERB Party and the parliamentary coalition of the United Patriots. 

Boyko Borisov has been Prime minister of Bulgaria since May 2017, making him Bulgaria's third-

longest serving Prime Minister to date. 

Bulgaria declared a state of emergency, closed its borders and imposed a lockdown in early March. 

All restrictive measures were lifted on 15 June and until then Bulgaria was among the EU countries 

with fewer cases of COVID-19. However, at the beginning of August, several EU countries have 

introduced travel restrictions for Bulgarian citizens.  

Bulgaria’s tourism industry, which accounts for 12% of its GDP, could see its income fall up to 50%. 

Overall, real GDP is expected to decline by 7% in 2020 and then pick up by 5% in 2021. PM Borissov 

has announced various measures to support the economy including reduction of VAT for restaurants, 

catering and entertainment sector.  

Bulgaria is currently in a political turmoil with the PM being targeted for his alleged involvement in 

brinkmanship and corruption. Popular resentment for the government has become evident in recent 

months with lockdown only postponing a wave of anti-corruption protests. The protests have drawn 

support from across the political spectrum, as well as from young people with no political affiliation. 

However, recent polls suggested that Bulgarian citizens approved the government’s measures. 

Bulgaria was among the biggest supporters of the recovery fund as the country will receive an amount 

over 19% of its annual GDP. The country will also receive funding to be directed towards its most 

underdeveloped regions. PM Borissov has also supported the calls for EU countries having an 

oversight on how the money will be spent. 

Next parliamentary elections are due to take place on 28 March 2021 with GERB party having a 

medium lead over Bulgarian Socialist Party.  

 

https://coronavirus.bg/bg/
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Croatia – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

63.1 

Border Status (EU) • All EU and EEA citizens able to enter Croatia. 

Border Status (Non-EU)   

• 14-day quarantine is required for 14 days unless negative 
test presented (at own expense). 

 

Domestic Restrictions • Masks in public places are recommended, but not 
compulsory.  

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -10.80% (2020)  

• (3/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 10.20% 

• (4/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €235m 

• (22/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €2,560m 

• (8/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€633m 

• 6th Lowest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

Prime Minister Andrej Plenković assumed office on 19 October 2016. Croatia did not impose a 

national lockdown but introduced travel restrictions and banned all events. All schools were closed on 

16 March but have been reopening since 25 May. As of 13 July, it is mandatory to wear a mask in 

most public spaces and the gathering of more than 100 people has been restricted again.  

Parliamentary elections were held on 5 July with the lowest voter turnout since the first democratic 

elections in 1990. The results indicate a satisfaction with the government as the ruling party of Andrej 

Plenković was able to gain five seats while almost all other parties lost seats. 

Croatia was satisfied with the outcomes of the EU Council summit and the total of €22bn which it will 

receive, more than double the amount Croatia has received in seven years of membership. 

The next Croatian parliamentary elections will take place in 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://croatia.hr/en-GB/coronavirus-2019-ncov-q-and-a


 

 

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2020      www.dehavilland.co.uk 

Czech Republic – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

33.5 

Border Status (EU) • All European countries are on the approved list, allowing 
those citizens to not need to be tested or quarantined. 

• Workers from Sweden and Luxembourg have to be tested. 

• No quarantine for arrivals from lower-risk countries. 

• Belgian and Maltese workers will have to undergo a test, 
with this rule no longer applying to Swedish and Portuguese 
workers. 

Border Status (Non-EU)  

• Not permitted without a reason for entering the country. 
 

Domestic Restrictions • Masks required on public transportation and enclosed public 
places. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -7.80% (2020)  

• (11/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 5.00% 

• (27/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €2,074m 

• (4/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €6,259m 

• (3/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• +€2,136m 

• 7th Highest Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

Andrej Babiš has been Prime Minister of the Czech Republic since December 2017 but his minority 

government relies on Communist Party support. The Czech Republic was one of the countries 

reacting the fastest, even two weeks before the confirmed third COVID-19 death, it closed all schools 

and banned all non-essential movement five days later on March 16.  

Czech citizens expect an economic downturn and are frustrated by the measures limiting their 

freedom including the ban on large gatherings which restricted the increasingly common protests 

against PM Babiš who faces charges of misuse of EU subsidies and other scandals. The opposition 

criticised the government for constantly changing the measures and not clearly communicating with 

the public.  

The Czech Republic was satisfied with the outcomes of the EU Council summit as it could draw or the 

period 2021-2027 to more than €1.8 trillion. In the next seven years, the Czech Republic could draw 

up to €35.7bn from the EU budget, money from the recovery fund included. 

The next elections in the Czech Republic will take place in or before October 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mvcr.cz/mvcren/article/coronavirus-information-of-moi.aspx
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France – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

67.1 

Border Status (EU) • France opened its European borders on June 15.  

• The following travellers may be asked to quarantine upon 
arrival in France. 

o Travelers with symptoms of COVID-19;  
o Travelers who cannot prove the results of a virology 

test carried out less than 72 hours before flying 
which proves that the traveller does not have 
COVID-19. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • No restrictions for Andorra, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Monoco, 
Norway, San Marino, Switzerland, UK, Australia, Canada, 
Georgia, Japan, Morocco, New Zealand, Rwanda, South 
Korea, Thailand, Tunisia and Uruguay. 

Domestic Restrictions • Wearing face masks is mandatory in enclosed public places. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -10.6% (2020)  

• (4/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 10.10% 

• (5/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €1,825m 

• (5/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Contributor 

• +€7,442m 

• 2nd Highest Net-Contributor 

 

Political Analysis 

President Emmanuel Macron has led the French government since 14 May 2017. The French 
response led to a closure of schools on 14 March and a banning of non-essential movement on 
March 17. As of 10 August, there have been 197921 cases and 30,324 COVID-19 deaths.  
According to a Kantar research in July 2020, President Macron has reached confidence rating of 
33%, the highest since September 2018. His polling has mainly improved under young people, 
employees and workers and supporters of the left.  
 
President Macron undertook a limited cabinet reshuffle during July 2020. The main changes applied 
to Finance minister Bruno Le Maire’s amended title to suggest he will be responsible for COVID-19 
recovery.  
 
In terms of the EU’s recovery package, President Macron and German Chancellor Merkel were widely 
seen as instrumental in facilitating the framework of the Next Generation EU Recovery Package in 
which there was to be unprecedented mutualisation of debt in response to COVID-19.  
 
The next French presidential election will take place in April 2022. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/conseils-aux-voyageurs/
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Germany – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 14 
days) 

20 

Border Status (EU) • Open borders with quarantine rules decided across the 16 
federal states. 

• Test required for arrivals from high-risk areas: regions in 
Belgium, Spain, Hungary, and Romania, as well as Croatia. 

• Germany has issued a travel warning for the region that includes 
Paris as well as for the French Riviera 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Those on the EU’s safe status list are allowed to enter 
Germany’s external border.  

• Germany are also setting up mandatory testing facilities at 
airports. 

Domestic Restrictions • Face masks are mandatory on public transportation and in 
shops. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -6.30% (2020)  

• (21/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 4.00% 

• (28/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €4,614m 

• (1/27) 

Cohesion Fund Allocation 
(2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Contributor 

• +€17,213m 

• Highest Net-Contributor 

 

Political Analysis 

Chancellor Angela Merkel is in her last year of 16 years in power in Germany with the next elections 

coming up in September 2021. The German government responded swiftly by closing all schools on 

March 15th, three days after the date of the third confirmed death. Non-essential movement has been 

banned on March 21st while non-essential shops stayed open throughout. Testing was on a high level 

from the beginning and tracing the contacts of infected people took place throughout. Furthermore, it 

launched its coronavirus tracing app in June which has been downloaded by more than 20% of its 

population (European record).  

Currently, 59% of Germans see the COVID-19 measures in place as enough, while 11% say they go 

too far and 28% state they do not go far enough. Only a minority in the opposition, such as the AfD, 

oppose the COVID policies of the German government. Meanwhile, The FDP would like to see more 

support for businesses while Die Linke wants to help core workers more. Members of the Green party 

are even more satisfied with the work of the government (84%) than members of the coalition partner 

SPD (72%).  

Chancellor Merkel and the German government have been praised for dealing with the COVID-19 

pandemic in an exemplary way. 64% of Germans are satisfied (55%) or very satisfied (9%) with the 

work of the government while 71% are satisfied with Chancellor Merkel. 69% of Germans believe that 

a European aid programme is a step in the right direction while the joint liability for debts in the EU is 

accepted by 59% of respondents. 

 

 

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/einreiseundaufenthalt/coronavirus
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Greece – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

28.4 

Border Status (EU) • Greece have resumed flights with those countries other than 
those defined as having a high risk of transmission 
according to EASA. 

• No quarantine is required for EU-travellers, although random 
testing will be carried out. 

• People arriving via land borders will require to have a 
negative PCR test within 72 hours of travel. The same goes 
for air travellers from Sweden, Belgium, Spain, Malta, 
Bulgaria, Romania and the Netherlands. 

• All travellers will have to fill in a passenger location form. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Only citizens on the EU list are allowed into Greece. 

Domestic Restrictions • Mask wearing obligatory to all public and private enclosed 
spaces. 

• Further restrictions to several cities across Greece. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -9.00% (2020)  

• (7/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 19.90% 

• (1/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €1,049m 

• (9/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €3,241m 

• (6/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€3,202m 

• 4th Highest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

Centre-right New Democracy party and Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis is leading the country 

since July 2019 having secured an outright majority in the Parliament. The country recorded its first 

death on 26 February and ordered a general lockdown on 23 March. Restrictions were started easing 

since May while international travel was reinstated on 1 July with a few rules in place. However, an 

increased number of cases has led to a number of restrictions in public gatherings in enclosed spaces 

and the need for negative test for several international travellers.  

The lockdown measures implemented at the end of March led to a GDP decline of 1.6% in the first 

quarter of 2020. Real GDP is expected to decline by 9% in 2020 and to increase by 6% in 2021. The 

closure/opening of borders and future restrictions will be the main dependant on whether the 

economy will recover in the long-term.  

PM Mitsotakis praised the Recovery Fund and MFF agreement and especially for the fact that the 

country will receive more than €19bn in grants and €12bn more in loans. The funds are expected to 

be channelled towards the green and digital recovery of the economy, with the government already 

established a committee tasked to handle the funds and propose reforms. 

The next general election is going to take place on 2023. Recent figures show that New Democracy 

leads with a 20% difference in voting intention against the left party of SYRIZA.  

 

 

https://travel.gov.gr/#/
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Italy – More Information  

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

14.5 

Border Status (EU) • Travelers from the EU, U.K. and Schengen countries do not 
need to quarantine. 

• Since 24 July, Bulgarian and Romanian travellers must self-
isolate for 2 weeks. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Travelers who come from a permitted country but who spent 
time in a non-listed country in the previous 14 days have to 
quarantine for 14 days. 

• Italy has followed the EU’s list. 

Domestic Restrictions • Wearing face masks is required on public transportation and 
some enclosed public places.  

• Workspaces to adhere to safety protocols. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -11.20% (2020)  

• (1/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 11.80% 

• (3/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €1,301m 

• (8/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Contributor 

• +€6,695m 

• 3rd Highest Net-Contributor 

 

Political Analysis 

Italy is being governed by a coalition government between the Democratic Party and the Five Star 

Movement with Giuseppe Conte being its head since September 2019. 

Italy was the first country to impose a lockdown on 7 March, as the coronavirus cases were rising 

especially in the North. Restrictions were eased in the beginning of May with international travel 

allowed as of mid-June. An increased R rate in several cities such as Rome, led the government to 

extend the state of emergency until 15 October.  

GDP is set to decline by 11.20% and it is not expected to return to its 2019 level by the end of 2021. 

The tourism is the sector due to feel the largest impact from the COVID-19 measures. 

PM Conte has faced criticism from opposition parties (especially the Lega Nord) for restricting civil 

liberties and disregarding the Parliament, only to be revealed that the government overruled 

recommendations from scientific experts for a softer lockdown. Opposition also opposed the 

extension of the state of emergency.  

In March, the majority of Italian citizens approved the government’s handling and Conte was regarded 

as a crisis-time leader enjoying high approval rates. Next general election will take place on May 

2023. 

Italy has fought for a deal that would prioritise grants rather than loans and was in favour of the initial 

Commission proposal on the recovery plan. Ultimately, Italy will be one of the biggest beneficiaries, 

planning to receive some €209 bn in a combination of loans and grants. Far-right opposition parties 

have criticised the deal noting that the country’s sovereignty is being threatened due to the conditions 

attached in the disbursement of grants. 

https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/ministero/normativaonline/decreto-iorestoacasa-domande-frequenti/focus-cittadini-italiani-in-rientro-dall-estero-e-cittadini-stranieri-in-italia.html
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Luxembourg – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

96.3 

Border Status (EU) • Luxembourg imposed border controls with neighbouring 
countries in March but reopened the borders in May. 

• Arrivals do not need to quarantine. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Travelers from outside the EU and Schengen are not 
allowed entry, with an exemption of Australia, Canada, 
Georgia, Japan, Morocco, New Zealand, Rwanda, South 
Korea, Thailand, Tunisia and Uruguay. 

Domestic Restrictions • Wearing masks are mandatory when social distancing 
cannot be maintained. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -6.20% (2020)  

• (23/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 6.40% 

• (22/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €23m 

• (27/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€1,631m 

• 7th Highest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

Luxembourg is governed by a coalition that includes the Democratic Party, Social Democrats and 
Green Party. Prime Minister Xavier Bettell has been in power since 2013. The next General Election 
is due to be held in 2023.  
 
The Government did not enforce a national lockdown. However, non-essential shops were closed, 
and home working strongly encouraged. The government launched an extensive economic 
stabilisation programme, which has been described as one of the most generous globally. Since 
June, there has been a considerable uptick in positive cases. Therefore, certain countries, such as 
the UK, have ordered passages arriving from Luxemburg to isolate. A nationwide testing programme 
has been established.  
 
In June, the opposition Christian Social People's Party criticised the COVID-19 measures for being 
‘disproportionate’ due to limits on personal freedom. Yet, it appears the two most senior parties within 
the country’s coalition government – Democratic Party and the Social Democrats – have increased 
their popular support. A TNS Ilras poll in July put the former on 20% and the latter on 16% - up 4% 
and 1% respectively compared to November 2019.  
 
PM Bettell pushed for there to be a tie between respect for the rule of law and the attribution of funds. 

This stipulation was watered down in the final agreement, due to stringent opposition from Hungary 

and Poland. Luxembourg will receive 100 Million Euros from the fund. 

 

 

 

 

https://msan.gouvernement.lu/en/dossiers/2020/corona-virus.html
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Malta – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

122.4 

Border Status (EU) • All EU countries other than Sweden are on Malta’s safe list. 

• However, passengers from Bulgaria, Romania, and the 
regions of Barcelona, Girona and Madrid are required to 
submit a negative COVID-19 test. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • China is on the safe list, but the US is not. 

Domestic Restrictions • The wearing face masks is recommended in all public 
places. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -6.00% (2020)  

• (24/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 5.90% 

• (24/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €37m 

• (26/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €218m 

• (15/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€41m 

• Lowest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

The Labour Party has been in office since 2013. Robert Abela became Prime Minister in January 

2020. His predecessor, Joseph Muscat, resigned in relation to corruption allegations. The next 

Maltese General Election is due to be held in 2022. 

The Maltese Government did not enforce a national lockdown. However, on 11 March PM Abela 

announced a ban on commercial air and sea travel. Those considered most at-risk from COVID-19 

were required to remain at home. As the restrictions eased, Malta had hoped to host several music 

festivals over the summer. However, due to a spike in infections four such festivals were cancelled in 

August. Countries such as the UK and Ireland have since stipulated that passengers arriving from 

Malta are required to quarantine on their return.  

In the early stages of the COVID-19 crisis, the opposition National Party criticised the Labour 

Government for not closing schools sooner. However, support in Malta for the Labour Party has 

remained firm. In a July 2020 MaltaToday survey, Labour (47.8%) had a 27% lead over the 

Nationalist Party (20.8%).  

Malta went into the crucial Council negotiations in July arguing that the largest component of the 

recovery fund should be comprised of loans rather than grants. In the final agreement, there was 

roughly a 50:50 split. However, the grant component was reduced from €500bn to €390bn.  

Malta will receive €0.6bn in grants and €0.4bn in loans. PM Abela described it as an ‘exceptional’ 

result, noting that the overall MFF distribution of €2.25bn is the largest allocation that Malta has 

received from the EU. 

 

 

 

https://www.visitmalta.com/en/covid-19
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Netherlands – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

45.9 

Border Status (EU) • Travelers from EU and Schengen area countries can enter. 

• Anyone arriving to the Netherlands from highly impacted 
areas is required to undergo 14 days self-quarantine. This 
includes travel from UK and Sweden. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Those arriving from “high risk” countries are required to sign 
and pass a health declaration form. 

Domestic Restrictions • Masks required on public transportation. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -6.80% (2020)  

• (20/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 5.90% 

• (25/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €1,045m 

• (10/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Contributor 

• +€4,877m 

• 4th Highest Net-Contributor 

 

Political Analysis 

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte has been in office since 14 October 2010 and has led the response 

to COVID-19 in the Netherlands.  

The Netherlands attempted to implement an “intelligent lockdown”, and initially supported a strategy 

which aimed to achieve so-called “herd immunity”. Supporting this strategy, Mr Rutte said: “The 

bigger the group that acquires immunity, the smaller the chance that the virus can make the leap to 

vulnerable older people or people with underlying health issues.  

Prime Minister Rutte’s response has been generally popular amongst Dutch residents. According to a 

survey in May from I&O Research, Mr Rutte’s VVD party would have an extra 11 seats. Overall, two in 

three voters said they supported the government's actions in the coronavirus crisis. 

Whilst the VVD have increased in popularity, their CDA coalition partners of which Hugo de Jonge 

(Public Health Minister) and Wopke Hokestra (Finance Minister) have also led the response, are less 

popular in polling terms. 

The Netherlands is projected to have a milder economic impact following COVID-19 compared to 

other countries, particularly on unemployment where the Netherlands is predicted to have the 3rd 

lowest in the EU. 

The Dutch position on the EU’s recovery package was a pronounced one, as Mark Rutte was widely 

considered the leading representative of the frugal member states who favoured a system of loans 

rather than grants. The rebalancing of the €750bn package was in line with the Netherland’s position 

as the 4th highest net contributor to the EU budget. 

The next Dutch election is scheduled for Wednesday 17 March 2021. 

 

 

https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/tourism-in-the-netherlands
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Poland – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

26.3 

Border Status (EU) • Borders have been open since June 13. 

• Poland has banned the arrival of flights from 43 non-EU 
countries, as well as Luxembourg. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Borders are only open to EU and EFTA citizens, although 
flights from the UK, Canada, Georgia, Japan and South 
Korea are allowed. 

Domestic Restrictions • The wearing of face masks is recommended in enclosed 
public places and on public transportation. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -4.60% (2020)  

• (28/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 10.10% 

• (14/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €2,074m 

• (2/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €23,208m 

• (1/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€11,632m 

• Highest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

Poland has been governed by the United Right Coalition since 2015. The Law and Justice Party (PIS) 
are by far the most senior partner within the alliance. Mateusz Morawiecki has been Prime Minister of 
Poland since 2017. The next Polish General Election is due to be held in 2023.  
 
The Polish Government enforced a national lockdown. On 10 March, all mass events (1000+ 
participants) were cancelled. On 24 March, non-essential movement was prohibited. Poland was one 
of the earliest countries to ease lockdown restrictions. From April, hotels, shopping centres and 
libraries could reopen. As of 17 August, there have been 56684 cases of COVID-19 confirmed in 
Poland, resulting in 1877 deaths. In August, the Polish Health Minister resigned over allegations 
about the procurement of ineffective medical equipment.  
 
The Polish public have been divided over the Government’s handling of the crisis. A July Datapraxis 
and YouGov survey found that 42% believed the Government was doing well, while 40% held the 
opposite view.  
 
The first round of the Polish Presidential Election was due to take place on 10 May 2020. Despite 
opposition calls for the election to take place in May 2021, the first-round election date was moved to 
28 June. The PIS backed incumbent Andrzej Duda won the 2nd round run-off against Civic Platform’s 
Rafał Trzaskowski by 50.4% to 49.6%. However, the campaign was not without controversy, with 
Civic Platform alleging biased coverage against their candidate on state television.  
 
Poland, like Hungary, was opposed to any rule of law conditions being tied to the receipt of recovery 

funds. The eventual agreement watered down any such proviso. In gross terms Poland are likely to 

receive the largest sum in Central and Eastern Europe (€65bn). 

 

 

https://www.gov.pl/web/coronavirus/travel
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Portugal – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

28.5 

Border Status (EU) • Those on flights to the Azores and Madeira are required to 
have a negative COVID-19 test carried out in the 72 hours 
prior to the trip or submit to testing at the airport. 

• Only Portuguese passengers are allowed to disembark from 
cruise ships. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Travelers from outside the EU and Schengen are not 
allowed entry, with an exemption of the UK, Australia, 
Canada, Georgia, Japan, Morocco, New Zealand, Rwanda, 
South Korea, Thailand, Tunisia and Uruguay. 

Domestic Restrictions • The wearing of face masks is required on public 
transportation, and in enclosed public places. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -9.80% (2020)  

• (5/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 9.70% 

• (7/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €283m 

• (20/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €2,862m 

• (7/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€3,136m 

• 5th Highest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

António Costa has been Prime Minister of Portugal since November 2015. Four days before 
Portugal’s third confirmed death on 20 March, the Portuguese government closed all schools and 
banned non-essential movement.  
 
Portuguese citizens were satisfied with how the government dealt with the first wave as their country 
was able to count very few cases and even less deaths. However, relaxed measures have led to 
regional outbreaks around Lisbon and in the Algarve. In August, Portugal was readmitted on to the 
UK’s quarantine exemption list. 
 
Prior to the EU Council Summit, PM Costa has called for a quick result as his country will take on the 
next six-months Council Presidency and would like to have the MFF and Recovery Fund in place by 
then. President de Sousa has welcomed the historic result as excellent for Portugal.  
The next Portuguese legislative election will take place on or before 8 October 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sns24.gov.pt/tema/doencas-infecciosas/covid-19/prevencao/prevencao-dos-viajantes/viajar-para-portugal/
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Romania – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

86.3 

Border Status (EU) • Travelers from the EU, as well as Switzerland, Liechtenstein, 
Iceland and Norway can enter. 

• The government asks new arrivals from high-risk areas to 
self-isolate or quarantine for 14 days. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Non-EU non-essential travel not permitted except for certain 
exemptions. 

Domestic Restrictions • Face masks are required on public transport, enclosed 
public & outdoor crowded spaces. A number of regions are 
also in quarantine. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -6.00% (2020)  

• (25/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 6.50% 

• (21/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €2,704m 

• (3/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €6935m 

• (2/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• +€3,202m 

• 3rd Highest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

In Romania’s semi-presidential system, Prime Minister Ludovic Orban, who only gained parliamentary 

approval last March, is the head of the government, while President Klaus Iohannis is the head of the 

state since 2014. 

Iohannis put the country into state of emergency on 16 March and the government ordered a national 

lockdown on 24 March, having already banned indoor events and closed borders for specific 

countries. Despite the measures, the COVID-19 risk in Romania is still high and it has recorded over 

1,000 daily cases since 20 July. The country has started local lockdowns and several local authorities 

mandated mask-wearing in all public places, hoping to reverse the trend, partially attributed to the 

spread of disinformation in national media.  

The majority of Romanian citizens were satisfied with the measures taken first by the local authorities 

and the President and then with those of the government. In the political sphere, the ruling PNL party 

and the major opposition PSD have seen their popularity decreasing since the beginning of the year. 

Pro Romania party, which was active in criticising the government’s handling, is considered the 

political winner of the pandemic.  

PSD has presented its censure motion against the government, having accused it for insufficient and 

unclear measures that led to more infections. Political tension is rising as legislative elections are 

expected to take place by the end of 2020, while Iohannis will remain in place at least until 2024. 

Romania was advocating for a larger sum than the initial Commission proposal offered, and the final 

deal left the country with 4 million less in grants. In total, it will receive €79.9bn to rebuild its 

infrastructure, modernise the public authorities and invest in sustainable energy.  

 

 

https://www.politiadefrontiera.ro/en/main/i-restrictions-for-foreign-nationals-in-accordance-with-art-no-2-paragraph-1-point-2-annex-no3-of-the-government-decision-no-53315th-of-july-2020-7598.html
https://www.cnscbt.ro/index.php/liste-zone-afectate-covid-19/1928-lista-state-cu-risc-epidemiologic-ridicat-17-08-2020/file
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Slovakia - More Information  

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

13.9 

Border Status (EU) • Slovakia has opened borders for low risk countries, mainly 
across Europe but also include Australia and New Zealand. 

• It has announced high-risk regions with a recommendation 
to reconsider travel, including regions from EU Member 
States. PCR test is needed and self-isolation until the test 
results are known. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • If travellers have visited a country not designated as low risk 
in the two-week period before arrival they should quarantine 
while waiting on the results of a test. 

Domestic Restrictions • Wearing face masks is required on public transportation and 
in enclosed public places. Offices open under safety 
measures. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -9.00% (2020)  

• (8/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 8.80% 

• (10/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €580m 

• (12/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• €4,168m 

• (5/15) 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• +€1,600m 

• 9th Lowest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

Igor Matovič has been Prime Minister of Slovakia since March 2020. After he admitted to having 

plagiarised his masters’ thesis Matovič promised in July 2020 to step down after all his election 

promises were fulfilled. His government survived a no-confidence vote. 

Slovakia suspended all events on 10 March, closed all non-essential stores on 16 March, made face 

masks compulsory on 25 March, and banned free movement from 8 to 14 April. Slovakia was one of 

the first European countries to react and measures were only temporarily, keeping the COVID-19 

numbers down. Citizens adhered to the rules and were generally satisfied with the way the 

government took.  

PM Matovič declared the EU Council Summit and the resulting recovery fund great news for Slovakia. 

He joined President Čaputová in stressing the need for a plan on how to withdraw the EU money for 

the best benefit. 

The next Slovak parliamentary election is scheduled for early 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mzv.sk/web/en/covid-19
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/slovakia-announces-travel-risk-regions-tightens-covid-19-measures/
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Spain – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

152.7 

Border Status (EU) • No quarantine required for EU citizens, or if they possess 
COVID-19 citizens. 

• Travellers are submitted to a temperature check upon 
arrival, obliged to full out a contact tracing document, and 
officials from the Health Ministry looking for symptoms. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • Spain has followed the EU’s external border safe list. 

Domestic Restrictions • A number of Spanish regions have banned smoking in public 
places over concerns that it increases the transmission of 
COVID-19. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -10.90% (2020)  

• (2/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 18.90% 

• (2/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €1,397m 

• (7/27) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Beneficiary 

• -€428m 

• 3rd Lowest Net-Beneficiary 

 

Political Analysis 

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has led the Spanish government since 2 June 2018. On 13 

March the Spanish government announced a nationwide State of Alarm for 15 days. Restrictions 

slightly relaxed between 13 April and 1 May, and on 2 May a de-escalation strategy was formulated.  

Criticism has been levelled at the Spanish government for its handling of the COVID-19 crisis. The 

response was considered by some to be too slow and ineffective. In one opinion piece by the New 

York Times, it was considered that a stressed health care system impoverished since the 2008 

economic crisis, having to unify the 17 autonomous communities' healthcare systems on a central 

command, and having an elderly population, has led to the high case and death rate. 

The economic impact of COVID-19 on Spain is likely to be one of the worst across the European 

Union. Spain is projected to suffer the 2nd highest GDP impact and the 2nd highest unemployment rate 

by the end of 2020. 

In terms of the EU’s recovery package, Prime Minister Sanchez was influential in preserving a high 

level of grants as part of the NGEU stimulus. 

The next Spanish general election will be held no later than Sunday 10 December 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mincotur.gob.es/en-us/COVID-19/Paginas/Guias-sector-turistico.aspx
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Sweden – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

36.6 

Border Status (EU) • Fully open. 

• No quarantine requirements.  

Border Status (Non-EU) • Non-essential travel from other countries is not allowed 
under rules expected to remain in place until August 31. 

Domestic Restrictions • Wearing face masks is not required. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -5.20% (2020)  

• (26/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 9.70% 

• (8/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• €380m 

• (14/28) 

Cohesion Fund 
Allocation (2014-2020) 

• Not in receipt of cohesion funding. 

Net 
Contributor/Beneficiary 
2018) 

• Contributor 

• +€1,983m 

• 5th Highest Net-Contributor 

 

Political Analysis 

Stefan Löfven has been Prime Minister of Sweden since 3 October 2014. The country has for the kept 

the economy open which has resulted in the most relaxed approach out of all EU Member States in 

order to create herd immunity. The government has delegated Sweden’s coronavirus response 

almost completely to its public health agency which kept schools as well as shops open while 

suspending events. 

While its economy has so far survived the pandemic the best, Sweden has one of the highest death 

rates across Europe. The support for the public health agency increased from 75% in March to 82% 

at the beginning of May before decreasing to 70% in June. The country is split and doubts whether 

the herd immunity strategy was worth it or if it will even work exist alongside supporters of a more 

relaxed approach. 

Prime Minister Löfven joined the ranks of the frugal four at the EU Council Summit and hence can be 

satisfied with the decreased overall amount. 

The next Swedish general election will take place on 11 September 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.government.se/press-releases/2020/07/extension-of-temporary-entry-ban-to-sweden-until-31-august-2020-and-easing-of-restrictions-for-more-travellers/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/ip125_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/ip125_en.pdf
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United Kingdom – More Information 

Cases Per 100 000 (last 
14 days) 

22.2 

Border Status (EU) • Borders are open. 

• Quarantine applies to those countries not on the “air 
corridor” list, which has since excluded Spain and 
Luxembourg. 

• The UK has now implemented a two-week quarantine period 
for travellers returning from France and the Netherlands, 
Croatia and Malta. 

Border Status (Non-EU) • The UK is not distinguishing between European and 
worldwide arrivals. 

Domestic Restrictions • Wearing face masks is required on public transport and 
enclosed public places, when social distancing can’t be 
maintained. 

 

Economic Analysis – European Commission Data 

Projected GDP Impact 
(Summer Forecast %) 

• -9.70% (2020)  

• (6/28) 

Projected 2020 
Unemployment Rate 
(Spring Forecast %) 

• 6.70% 

• (20/28) 

Just Transition Fund 
Allocation (Jan 2020) 

• N/A 

 

Political Analysis 

The Conservative Party has been in power since 2010. They won an 80-seat majority in the 

December 2019 General Election. Prime Minister Boris Johnson has been in office since July 2019. 

The next General Election in the UK is due to be held in 2025. 

Due the devolved nature of the health system of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, certain 

COVID-19 mitigation measures differed from nation to nation. The UK Government is only responsible 

for measures in England.  

On 26 March, England, Scotland and Wales introduced lockdown restrictions. Northern Ireland 

followed suit on 28 March. Non-essential movement was banned, and all schools were closed. As 

national lockdown restrictions eased from June onwards, the UK and devolved Governments have 

enforced ‘local lockdowns’ in areas which have recorded a significant increase in positive COVID-19 

cases, such as in Aberdeen and Leicester. As of 17 August, there have been 318,484 recorded cases 

of COVID-19, with 41,366 deaths.  

The opposition Labour Party, under the new leadership of Sir Keir Starmer, has been generally 

supportive of the measures taken to combat COVID-19. However, Sir Keir has criticised the 

government for its failure to develop an effective contact tracing system. More so, he has suggested 

that PM Johnson has been ‘too slow’ to act throughout the crisis. An August 2020 Ipsos Mori poll 

suggested that 42% of the British public believed the COVID-19 crisis has been handled badly, while 

36% believing it had been handled well. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-control
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/ip125_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/ip125_en.pdf

