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Introduction
The healthcare sector faces a jam-packed agenda in the coming years as the Government seeks to push 
through a package of measures designed to integrate and improve the health and care system. This year 
alone there have already been two White Papers – the Integration and Innovation White Paper and the 
Reforming the Mental Health Act White Paper. Meanwhile a Green Paper on social care is (hopefully) 
imminent, and the Government has made a series of commitments to transform public health.

The Health Reform Rundown will capture the latest developments across all four areas as the health and 
social care landscape undergoes its most significant transformation since the Health and Care Act 2012.
The first edition recaps the background to each reform and the state of play ahead of the Queen’s Speech 
tomorrow. The Health Reform Rundown will arrive in your inbox every week with the latest updates.

Key highlights 
• All-party parliamentary group calls for evidence on role of medicines and devices in the health and 
care White Paper
• Johnson expected to delay social care reform
• Labour says fixing social care must be an “economic priority”
• Politicians discuss why previous attempts to fix social care have failed

The APPG on medicines and medical devices has announced that the third part of its consultation looks 
specifically at the health and care White Paper and its implications for the medicines and devices access 
agenda. It questions whether the Bill is too focused on and driven by covid-19 and highlights that there is 
little mention of access to medicines in the White Paper. 

Meanwhile, pressure on the Government to include social care in the Queen’s Speech continues to mount. 
An open letter to the Prime Minister, signed by leading care organisations and politicians, has called for a 
“1948 moment” for the sector. A new report from Engage Britain looks at why consecutive Governments have 
struggled to fix social care and the complexities of the problem. However, the Prime Minister is expected to 
delay the announcement of plans once again.

Labour’s shadow Care Minister Liz Kendall has set out the party’s priorities for fixing social care. Echoing 
President Biden, Labour has called for a 10-year plan of investment and reform. It argues that there needs to 
be a home-first approach that utilises technology to help people to live independently for as long as possible.

Kind regards

Rachel Lygoe
Senior Policy Consultant
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Name Type What is it? Closing date
HCLG Committee: 
Inquiry into long-term 
funding of adult social 
care

Inquiry An investigation into how 
covid-19 has impacted 
the sector and its long-
term funding needs

15 April 2021

DHSC: Reforming the 
Mental Health Act

Consultation A consultation on 
proposals to reform 
the Mental Health Act 
following the White 
Paper

21 April 2021

NHS England: System 
Oversight Framework 
2021-22

Consultation A consultation on NHS 
England and NHS 
Improvement proposals 
for a new approach to 
NHS system oversight 
that align with the ICS 
vision set out in the 
White Paper

14 May 2021

APPG for medicines 
and medicinal devices: 
inquiry into post-Brexit 
and post-covid reviews 
and consultations

Call for evidence Part C of the call for 
evidence focuses on the 
recent White Paper and 
the role of medicines and 
devices.

24 May 2021

Health and Care Bill 
The Health and Social Care Committee has finished its inquiry into the White Paper and will publish a report 
in due course. The Bill is likely to be introduced in the Queen’s Speech tomorrow.

Public health reform
DHSC has published its plans to reform the public health system with the creation of the UK Health Agency 
and the Office for Health Promotion.

Social care reform
Reforms are expected by the end of this year.

Mental Health Bill
The DHSC consultation on reform of the Mental Health Act closed on 21 April. The Government’s response 
will be published shortly followed by a draft Mental Health Bill early next year. 

INQUIRY AND CONSULTATION 
RUNDOWN

 

Like what you see?
It’s FREE to subscribe to this report  
and receive your weekly Health Reform 
Rundown, unsubscribe at any time.

To continue reading  
this report…

Subscribe

DeHavilland Information Services Ltd 2021 4

https://mailchi.mp/dehavilland/the-net-zero-run-down
https://mailchi.mp/dehavilland/the-net-zero-run-down
https://mailchi.mp/dehavilland/the-net-zero-run-down
https://mailchi.mp/dehavilland/the-net-zero-run-down
https://mailchi.mp/2452e5bb8b13/healthreformrundown
https://mailchi.mp/2452e5bb8b13/healthreformrundown

