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This briefing is part of a DeHavilland EU series on the 2014 European elections.  
 

Updated 8 September 2014 

 

Allocation of portfolios in the European Commission 2014-2019 

This briefing looks at possible allocation of portfolios in the next European Commission, now that a 
complete list of names has been submitted. Please note that this is speculation only. 

 
 
  

 

Austria – Johannes Hahn 
 
Despite being a returning Commissioner, no rumours have tipped Johannes Hahn for a 
top position in the next Commission. Latest drafts suggest that he is destined for the 
Neighbourhood Policy post, which, given its responsibilities for enlargement, and the 
current Ukraine crisis, probably still counts as a promotion.  

 

Belgium – Marianne Thyssen 
 
Jean-Claude Juncker supposedly fought quite hard to have Ms Thyssen picked, but 
Belgium's delays in nominating a candidate looks set to cost her, as sources point to an 
unwanted Skills, Youth and Multilingualism portfolio. Rumours persist about the 
Competition job, however. 

 
 

 

Bulgaria – Kristalina Georgieva 
 
Well-respected from her previous term in the Commission, and considered unlucky to 
miss out on the High Representative post, Kristalina Georgieva will probably pick up 
one of the coveted economic positions, probably either with responsibilities for 
Budgets or Taxation. He experience with the World Bank must count in her favour. 

 

Croatia – Neven Mimica 
 
As Croatia is such a new Member State, its nominee could not expect a major post, and 
will possibly move from Consumer Affairs to Regional Policy. He has also expressed in 
interst in the Fisheries job. 
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Cyprus – Christos Stylianides 
 
Tiny Member State Cyprus has been tipped to take on Culture, possibly with a more 
Digital element, despite this being very similar to current Commissioner Androulla 
Vassiliou's position. 

 

Czech Republic – Vera Jourova 
 
Czech Regional Development Minister Vera Jourova is currently the favourite to take 
on the Transport job, a decent portfolio for a mid-sized Member State. Alternatively 
the Regional Development position would be a good fit. 

 
 

 

Denmark – Margrethe Vestager 
 
A surprise late nomination by Denmark, respected Economics Minister Margrethe 
Vestager seemed well-placed for an economic portfolio such as Taxation, though some 
reports put her in charge of Environment. If, as is possible, a new Financial Services 
position is created, she would be one of the favourites, having impressed for the 
Danish Presidency during EU negotiations on bank reforms. Trade is also a possibility. 

 

Estonia – Andrus Ansip 
 
One of the former Prime Ministers tipped for an enhanced Vice-Presidency position, Mr 
Ansip may take overall responsibility for Economic affairs and Growth, overseeing the 
activities of other more policy-focused members of the college. 

 
 

 

Finland – Jyrki Katainen 
 
Long considered a contender for the Commission Presidency, the ex-Finnish PM will 
have to settle for a lesser role, but may take over the Financial Services brief, 
combined with a more general Economic role. As a former Head of Government, he 
may also receive a Vice-President role. 

 

France – Pierre Moscovici 
 
After a long fight between France and Germany over the Economic and Monetary 
Affairs portfolio, it is still not clear whether former French Finance Minister Pierre 
Moscivici has won it. If, as suggested by some, the position will also take on financial 
services, it may be undesirable, as Moscovici's compatriot Michel Barnier is currently in 
this role. Latest rumours have the Frenchman taking over Competition. 
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Germany – Günther Oettinger 
 
Initially targeting a return to the Energy portfolio, German nominee Günther Oettinger 
has more recently been linked with either Trade or Competition. One of the more 
overtly economic posts may be too much for some Member States who are suspicious of 
German austerity policies. Otherwise there are reports in the German media of a Digital 
Agenda position. 

 

Greece – Dimitris Avramopoulos 
 
Given its position in the Mediterranean, Greece is rumoured to be taking a new 
Migration portfolio, possibly as part of an expanded Home Affairs brief. 

 
 

 

Hungary – Tibor Navracsics 
 
Despite brief rumours of a Trade job, Mr Navracsics is likely too low-profile for such a 
powerful position, although he may receive a Customs position instead. 

 

Ireland – Phil Hogan 
 
Ireland is considered a strong contender for the Agriculture portfolio, and Mr Hogan, as 
a former Environment Minister, would fit the bill. However he might also be considered 
an outside shot for Trade, especially the TTIP negotiations and Ireland's close links with 
the US. 

 
 

 

Italy – Federica Mogherini 
 
High Representative - Confirmed 

 

Latvia – Valdis Dombrovskis 
 
Previously in the running for Commission President, and respected as a former Prime 
Minister in Latvia, Mr Dombrovskis will almost certainly take one of the "super-
Commissioner" Vice-President positions. Although his expertise is mostly economic, he is 
tipped for a role overseeing Energy. This would be a good result for a Baltic state, so 
dependent on Russian gas. 
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Lithuania – Vytenis Andriukaitis 
 
The Lithuanian Health Minister looks highly likely to take the same role at an EU level, a 
supposition supported by a meeting he held with the WHO this week. 

 

Luxembourg – Jean-Claude Juncker 
 
Commission President - Confirmed 

 
 

 

Malta – Karmenu Vella 
 
Never in with much chance of a high-profile portfolio, Karmenu Vella might take the 
Fisheries job, which would not be a terrible result for the island nation. 

 

Netherlands – Frans Timmermans 
 
Once it become clear that compatriot Jeroen Dijsselbloem would not get the Economic 
and Monetary Affairs position, Dutch Foreign Minister Frans Timmermans was drafted in 
as the country's nominee. There have been several reports that he would be a Vice-
President, possibly acting as Juncker's right-hand man, with responsibilities for Better 
Regulation or Administration. 

 
 

 

Poland – Elzbieta Bienkowska 
 
A last-minute replacement for Radoslaw Sikorski, who failed to get the High 
Representative job, Poland may be compensated with a Vice-President position, with 
Deputy PM Ms Bienkowska a contender for Budget. Prime Minister Donald Tusk has 
claimed that she will be responsible for Industry and Entrepreneurship and the Single 
Market. 

 

Portugal – Carlos Moedas 
 
Former banker Carlos Moedas has been tipped by several sources as next Commissioner 
for Employment Affairs.  
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Romania – Corina Cretu 
 
With Dacian Ciolos withdrawn at the last minute, when the Agriculture brief appeared 
out of reach, MEP Corina Cretu was a last-minute addition to Juncker's team. Romanian 
President Victor Ponta has already claimed to have secured the Regional Development 
portfolio for her, calling it the "most important" for his country. However others say that 
she will receive Humanitarian Aid. 

 

Slovakia – Maros Sefcovic 
 
Returning to the Commission for a second term, Slovakia was hoping to win an improved 
position for Maros Sefcovic, but early rumours suggest that he may have to settle for the 
Development portfolio, not considered vey powerful. Alternatively he might be 
considered a long shot for Competition. More recent reports state that he has secured 
the Neighbourhood job, which would also cover Enlargement. 

 
 

 

Slovenia – Alenka Bratusek 
 
Despite some controversy surrounding her selection, the former Slovenian PM may well 
take a Vice-President post, likely with responsibility for Digital issues and Innovation. 

 

Spain – Miguel Arias Canete 
 
Long considered a favourite for the Agriculture job, due a background in the field, Miguel 
Canete now looks more likely to take over the Research brief. Spain was unlikely to win 
such an influential post as Competition for a second time. 

 
 

 

Sweden – Cecilia Malmström 
 
Sweden's Cecilia Malmström ticks two boxes, being both female and a respected 
returning Commissioner. Mooted for Trade, she was reportedly put off by the travelling 
requirements, and now looks set to take over from Viviane Reding at Justice. 

 

United Kingdom – Jonathan Hill 
 
Lord Hill was a low-profile nominee for the UK, but looks set to take a combined Energy 
and Climate Change portfolio. The UK would have like an Internal Market role, but it 
appears that this position may no longer exist in the new Commission. 
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