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What do the people seeking to run the country really think about the key issues they could be 

debating and voting on in Westminster? 

 

DeHavilland has surveyed 275 parliamentary candidates standing in the forthcoming General 

Election to ascertain their positions on certain policy positions. This is not intended to be a definitive 

statement of all candidates’ views, but rather a snap shot of views taken from Prospective MPs 

across the country. 

 

Each candidate in the survey was asked to state how strongly they agreed or disagreed with a 

statement on a scale of one to four. One was strongly disagreeing with the 

statement and four was strongly agreeing.  

 

This briefing is intended to set out the lie of the land in the run-up to one of 

the most closely-contested General Elections of recent times.  

 

 

The 275 candidates who responded to our survey represent a cross-section of 

demographics, geographic areas and political views. However, we have not 

weighted the overall responses. 

 

The overall shape of our self-selecting sample is 71 per cent male and 29 per cent female. While 

heavily male-dominated, this gender split closely mirrors the overall gender makeup of the viable 

PPCs recorded in our PeoplePoint data as of late March. Indeed, the current proportion of female 

MPs in the 2010 Parliament is smaller, totalling just 22%. 

 

Meanwhile, our sample reflects a cross-section of political parties standing across the UK. However, 

not all parties are equally represented within it. 

 

 

Liberal Democrat candidates form 

the single largest group, followed 

by the Greens, then Labour, UKIP 

and the Conservatives. Parties 

whose candidates constituted less 

than ten per cent of the 

respondents individually, 

including the SNP, Democratic 

Unionist Party, Plaid Cymru, 

Alliance and National Health 

Action, have been grouped under 

“Other” parties for the purposes of 

this briefing. 

 

♂

♀
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Our sample of candidates is also drawn from candidates standing in all regions of the United 

Kingdom and Northern Ireland. Whilst not all regions represented equally, we are confident that the 

data represents a cross-section of the different geographic areas candidates will be contesting on 7 

May. 

 

The following sections highlight key findings from the survey, arranged by policy area. They show 

how potential parliamentarians responded to each of our topic questions, designed to indicate their 

positions on issues of particular national significance or controversy in the contemporary political 

context. 
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The great dividing line for this General Election is the question of austerity. Whichever party or parties form 

the next Government will inherit a deficit reduction plan that will stretch well into the next Parliament. 

 

The Conservatives are proposing deeper spending cuts to balance the books, whilst Labour advocates a fairer 

pace to protect core public services like the NHS. Walking a middle path, the Liberal Democrats claim to have 

a plan to end austerity earlier and borrow for investment in infrastructure. 

 

Meanwhile, parties such as the SNP, Plaid Cymru and the Greens have blamed austerity for inflicting pain on 

the country and have called for an end to it. How did our sample measure up on this core campaign issue? 

 

 

 

Unsurprisingly, the Conservative candidates recorded the strongest agreement with the statement that 

austerity represented the best policy for the UK. Whilst Labour showed slightly more dissent, the party still 

broadly supported the assertion. However, more than 40 per cent of Liberal Democrats candidates disagreed, 

perhaps reflecting their party’s desire for fiscal differentiation. 

 

 

At the end of the scale, the Green Party representatives were entirely opposed, whilst the other parties (which 

included the SNP and Plaid Cymru) showed similar disagreement. UKIP candidates appeared more split with 

just over half of their candidates backing austerity. 
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Geography matters a great deal in public spending as different parts of the country receive different shares of 

the cake. When broken down by region, it is notable that the highest levels of disagreement with austerity – 

locations with over 40 per cent of respondents strongly disagreeing – were found in Yorkshire and 

Humberside, Wales, the South West, Scotland and the East of England. 

 

However, opinion appeared to be more evenly split among candidates contesting the West Midlands, whilst 

the North West and the North East showed the strongest support for the notion. 

 

In London, meanwhile, 56 per cent of respondents rejected the statement – a much higher proportion than their 

counterparts in other parts of the south. 

 

These findings should, however, be taken with a pinch of salt, to the extent that our respondents were self-

selecting. The various demographic and electoral factors making a candidate more likely to respond to our 

survey could skew them significantly away from the average response for their geographical area.  
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The only party to have spoken out in favour of a coalition arrangement thus far is the Liberal 

Democrats. Most of the minor parties have suggested that they would accept looser arrangements, 

such as confidence and supply agreements or conditional support for the major parties. 

 

The major parties, meanwhile, continue to stay that their aim for the General Election is an outright 

victory, and have given few details on their potential coalition partners. However, under pressure 

from the Conservatives, Labour has ruled out a possible coalition with the SNP. 

 

 

 

 

With just under 70 per cent of Liberal Democrats suggesting they agreed or strongly agreed with the 

question, it appears that the party’s time in power has left a decidedly sweet taste in its mouth – or 

else pragmatism has led the party to accept partnership as its prime route to power. 

 

Also unsurprising is the opposition to a coalition among UKIP PPCs, though a significant minority 

in the party seems to look upon the idea favourably. 
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Support for a coalition also seems to be high in the Green Party, suggesting that the  leadership 

would have room for manoeuvre after the election were they to achieve sufficient electoral gains and 

recant their current opposition to a coalition. 

 

Just over 20 per cent of candidates from the Conservative party suggested they would benefit from a 

coalition, suggesting the party’s experience as part of the Coalition Government has not quite been 

to its tastes. 

 

The much higher opposition to a Coalition among Labour PPCs is striking, but may be related to the 

fact that the most likely coalition would to be with the party’s rivals, the SNP. It may also suggest 

that Labour PPCs believe such an arrangement may not be necessary after the election. 

 

For further details on red lines and possible coalition combinations, click to read DeHavilland’s Party Games 

briefing. 
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Housing is one policy area where a bout of consensus appears to have broken out amongst the major 

parties. “More is better” seems to be a principle widely endorsed by Conservatives, Labourites and 

Liberal Democrats alike, with all three of the main Westminster parties making attempts to be seen 

as the one most likely to drive through the most house-building in the next Parliament. 

 

It is therefore unsurprising that those parties’ PPCs should reveal the greatest willingness to sacrifice 

Green Belt land for new housing stock. The data could also reflect those parties’ strong Westminster 

bases, in the city where housing shortages are arguably felt most acutely. 

 

Perhaps the biggest surprise of DeHavilland’s survey is that UKIP candidates appear more staunchly 

opposed to encroaching on the Green Belt than the Green Party. The reason for this is, presumably, 

that Greens’ passion for protecting the environment is tempered by a desire for more egalitarian 

access to living arrangements. The view of UKIP candidates of the sanctity of British countryside 

does not appear to be similarly constrained. 
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Regional variation on this issue is not as pronounced as one might expect. The broad and general 

presumption against more housebuilding on Green Belt land was only significantly disturbed in 

three areas: London, the North East, and Scotland. 

 

That London-based candidates would be more inclined to developing on the Green Belt is far from 

surprising, given the general absence of such land within most London constituencies and the 

desperate nature of the housing market there. 

 

Motivations driving the views of PPCs in the North East and Scotland are less clear, potentially 

highlighting a desire for more housing stock, antipathy towards the Green Belt, or both. 

 

For further details on housing policy, please see the Housing PPC Briefing. 
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With the NHS a key battleground of the 2015 General Election, our survey results illustrate a stark 

contrast between Conservative and Labour attitudes towards the use of private providers.  

 

This is perhaps unsurprising given Labour’s vehement criticism of the Conservative-championed 

Health and Social Care Act for attempting to privatise the NHS “through the back door”.  

 

Although the Conservatives have repeatedly accused Labour of scaremongering over the issue, our 

results demonstrate an appetite for further privatisation among Conservative candidates. 

 

Support for the statement “competition and further use of market provisions can improve the 

performance of the National Health Service” was strongest among Conservative PPCs, with 93 per 

cent in agreement and 37 per cent of those strongly agreeing.  

 

Conversely, the majority of Labour candidates surveyed were opposed to the statement; 92 per cent 

disagreed, of which 74 per cent were in strong disagreement.  Only three per cent said they strongly 

agreed that competition and market provisions could improve NHS performance.  
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The picture among the Liberal Democrats was more mixed. Although the majority (70 per cent) 

disagreed with the statement, a not insignificant 30 per cent were in agreement. 

 

Interestingly, similar results were provided by UKIP candidates, with two thirds disagreeing with 

the statement and one third in favour.  

 

By far the party most opposed to introducing further competition into the NHS was the Green Party. 

All respondents disagreed that competition and marketisation could help improve NHS services and 

98 per cent expressed strong opposition to the statement.  

 

 

The age of the candidate does not appear to impact heavily upon support for further competition, 

with no clear indication of whether support increases or diminishes with age.  

 

However, the 45 to 54s emerged as most opposed to competition, with 90 per cent disagreeing with 

the statement.  

 

The 25 to 34 age group appear most open to marketisation. Results showed a near 50/50 split among 

respondents, with 55 per cent opposed to further competition and 45 per cent in favour.  

 

These results do not, however, indicate a trend among younger generations to view competition 

more favourably, as opposition was stronger among the 18 to 24 age group than among those aged 

55 to 64 and 65+.  
 

For further details on health policy, please see the Health PPCs Briefing. 
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The Conservatives have committed to protecting welfare payments such as the winter fuel allowance 

and pensions for the elderly, but have also said they would introduce further restrictions on Child 

Benefit and curb the ability of 18 to 21 year olds to claim benefits under the “earn or learn” plan. 

 

While Labour have broadly agreed to maintain the “triple lock” on pensions and leave most benefits 

untouched, the party has suggested it will reduce the annual allowance, the lifetime allowance and 

the rate of pensions tax relief. Further, Labour has also suggested that under it plans, the richest five 

per cent of pensioners will not receive the Winter Fuel Allowance. 

 

Meanwhile, the Liberal Democrats have said they would also support the triple lock on pensions and 

guaranteed that pensions would be at least £790 higher by the end of the next Parliament. However, 

they also promote themselves as the mediators of broader cuts the Conservatives have tried to make 

in areas such as Housing Benefit for the young, and performed a notable U-turn on supporting the 

“Bedroom Tax”. 

 

Among the smaller parties, UKIP has not clearly outlined a pensions policy. However, the Greens 

have guaranteed a non-means tested "Citizens' Pension" to replace the basic state pension. This will 

be no lower than the official poverty line and increase annually in line with inflation or pay growth. 
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The survey findings are largely unsurprising, given the stances of each of the parties in these areas. 

The Conservative PPCs largely agree with the prioritisation of benefits to older people, and the same 

is true of candidates from UKIP. 

 

Most surprising is probably the large proportion of Green PPCs who disagreed, given that their 

party’s more generous policies. 

 

However, the Green Party, Labour and Liberal Democrat responses are perhaps more indicative of 

their more generous overall welfare policies rather than an indication of opposition to pensions or 

welfare for older people.  

 

The age breakdown in the responses is perhaps a little surprising, with those of pensionable age 

actually less likely to prioritise benefits for their age group – perhaps an implicit recognition of the 

relative decreases in poverty experienced by pensioners in recent years.   
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When it comes to meeting the UK’s future energy needs, mainstream consensus centres on the need 

for a balanced mix of generation sources, permitting a gradual transition away from high-carbon 

fossil fuels with an emphasis on security of supply at a reasonable price – the so-called energy 

“trilemma”. 

 

The discovery of substantial resources of unconventional oil and gas beneath the UK has led some to 

hail what they hope could be a revolution for the sector like that experienced in the USA. However, 

opposition from campaigning groups and concerned residents of potential shale gas sites has 

rendered the fuel highly controversial and stimulated many a political debate. 

 

Responses to our survey question on fracking showed a picture that was divided overall, with just 

under 60 per cent of respondents expressing agreement with the statement. 

 

However, there was also a stark divide between the major parties, as the Conservatives showed 

vastly greater levels of approval than Labour. This might be seen as a reflection of the passionate 

advocacy of the party’s leadership on this issue, with Chancellor George Osborne and Prime 

Minister David Cameron both eagerly anticipating a future filled with fracking possibility. 

 

Second in the enthusiasm stakes was UKIP, though its candidates also exhibited a higher level of 

opposition to unconventionals. 
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For their part, the Labour candidates we asked appeared less convinced than their Shadow Energy 

and Climate Change team about the merits of exploiting domestic shale gas. Fully 90 per cent 

rejected the idea that the UK should pursue fracking to meet its energy needs, suggesting that the 

party’s next-generation rank and file have yet to be convinced over shale. 

 

The Greens, meanwhile, showed an unsurprising unity in vehemently rejecting fracking. Opposition 

to shale gas has become a central policy plank for the party, and its sitting MP, Caroline Lucas, was 

subject to a high-profile arrest after becoming involved in a protest against fracking in the village of 

Balcombe. 

 

 
 

A geographical breakdown of our respondents’ views on fracking reveals heightened antipathy to 

fracking in rural areas where residents are likely to have particular concerns over environmental 

damage. Welsh candidates in particular were concerned to reject the chance to frack the landscapes 

of the principality, while Londoners – perhaps simply not sensing a threat on their doorsteps – 

seemed less bothered. 

 

The Northern Irish results, though anonymous, should be interpreted with caution as they are the 

product of an especially small sample size. 

 

For a detailed breakdown of the arguments surrounding the issue of fracking, read our shale gas briefing, 

originally published in Summer 2014. 

 

For further details on energy policy, please see the Energy PPC Briefing. 
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PPCs’ opinions were split on financial support for renewables via subsidy. All groupings except the 

Conservatives and UKIP were substantially in favour of the question. Indeed, Labour has affirmed 

its support for onshore wind, solar PV subsidies and a commitment to setting a 2030 decarbonisation 

target.  

 

The Greens’ support for some form of subsidy is consistent with the party’s fundamental viewpoint 

on encouraging the use of clean low carbon energy from renewable sources, whilst Liberal Democrat 

respondents are also in favour.   

 

In contrast, and perhaps unsurprisingly, UKIP respondents were unanimously against the question, 

nearly all of them strongly. Indeed, the party has pledged to abolish the Department of Energy and 

Climate Change and scrap green subsidies entirely. 

 

 

The Conservative respondents’ support was split fairly evenly, but again this is consistent with 

disagreements evident within the party (and the Coalition) at a national level. For instance, the party 

has pledged to end subsidies for onshore wind if it wins the upcoming election.
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The trend over the past few decades has been towards schools independent of their local authorities. 

While it was the Labour Government that first began this trend through the introduction of 

academies, the Coalition has taken it forward through policies promoting academies and free 

schools.

 

While the Conservative Party have said that it would continue with its free schools agenda, Labour 

has pledged to discontinue this policy in favour of more parent-led academies.  

 

Although Shadow Education Secretary Dr Tristram Hunt suggested policies in a TES pre-election 

debate to help local authorities compete to open new schools, he acknowledged that the pressure on 

their budgets made it unlikely they would do so.  

 

In the same debate, Liberal Democrat Schools Minister David Laws said he had opposed the 

increasing move towards removing schools from local authority control, but did not suggest any 

policies to reverse this. 
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The most vehement policy response to this question has come from the Green Party, which has said 

that it would abolish the academies and free schools and return all schools to local authority control. 

 

 

While the overwhelming support for local authority control uncovered in the survey among Green 

party PPCs is unsurprising, what is more surprising is the huge support this statement enjoys among 

all parties except for the Conservatives. 

 

Although it was the Labour Party that first began the move to academies, its PPCs for 2015 strongly 

support local authority leadership for schools.  

 

Potentially surprising is the support for this idea among UKIP PPCs given that the party’s flagship 

education policy involves the creation of new grammar schools, which frequently enjoy additional 

derogations from local authority control. 

 

The overall high level of support for local authority control of schools suggests that the Labour 

leadership may struggle to bring to continue the reductions in funding for local government or push 

forward with academies instead. 

 

The findings may suggest that the Conservatives will have an uphill battle with potential coalition 

partners to push forward their free schools agenda. 

 

However, the relatively higher rates of opposition to local authority control in Northern Ireland may 

suggest that the DUP, the minor party suggested by the Conservatives have suggested as their most 

likely partner, would look on the idea more warmly.
 

Some caution should be exercised when interpreting the geographical breakdown above, in 

particular the findings for Northern Ireland and the North East, where sample sizes were 

particularly small and thus more vulnerable to anomalies. 

 

For further details on education policy, please see the Education and Children’s Issues PPC Briefing. 
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The Government has prioritised financial education as an important strand in its financial inclusion 

strategy. In September 2014 it made financial literacy a compulsory part of the national curriculum, 

to feature in citizenship courses for 11 to 16-year-olds. Pupils are now required to learn about the 

importance of budgeting, sound management of money, credit and debt, and different financial 

services and products. 

 

This move will not be reversed in the next Parliament if the views of our PPC survey are anything to 

go by. 93 per cent of candidates agreed that financial education was an important aspect of the 

school curriculum, with more than half of those strongly agreeing. This could point towards an even 

greater emphasis being placed on financial literacy in the next Parliament. 

 

As the results of the survey show, the presumption in favour of a good financial education is held 

strongly by candidates of all parties. 
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While the legislative shape of the 2015 Parliament remains unclear, depending heavily on who wins 

a highly-uncertain election, one major deliberation is already firmly on the schedule: the BBC 

Charter Review. 

 

With the current Charter expiring at the end of 2016, a new settlement for the Corporation must be 

found against a backdrop of rapid technological change and significant public spending pressures. 

 

The Government has already been forced to perform a U-turn on its attempts to bring in provision 

that would have allowed early alterations to the Licence Fee settlement, and a restless backbench 

movement of Conservatives looks set to demand change in the form of, at least, a decriminalisation 

of Licence Fee non-payment.

 

 

As one might expect from a relatively nuanced debate involving a number of potential alternative 

options, and a social justice angle designed curry support for change among natural opponents on 

the Opposition benches, candidates’ opinions appear split. Overall, the majority of respondents were 

supportive of  

 

Conservative restlessness about the current system appeared to be reflected in the party-by-party 

breakdown, with the party showing markedly less strong support for the existing Licence Fee than 

its major rivals. 

 

However, the greatest antipathy towards the Fee came from UKIP – among whom a full 67 per cent 

were vehemently opposed to the current settlement – perhaps a reflection of the party’s wider 

contempt for what it believes to be the media and political establishment, as epitomised by the BBC. 
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Any future Labour administration, meanwhile, could prove friendly to the BBC’s cause in defending 

itself against financially significant change – 58 per cent of candidates surveyed said they strongly 

agreed with the model as it stood. 

 

For further details on media and communications policy, please see the Media and Communications PPC 

Briefing.  
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The passage of the International Development (Official Development Assistance Target) Bill was 

supported in the Commons by Labour and the Coalition, and none of the established parties have 

suggested they would change this. 

 

However, the insurgent smaller parties are divided on this issue. While UKIP has called for an 80 per 

cent reduction in aid, the Green Party said in its 2010 manifesto that it wanted to allocate more than 

one per cent of GNP to aid and went on to support the legal minimum for levels of Overseas 

Development Assistance. 

 

The SNP has not spoken about aid from a Westminster perspective, but its suggestion during the 

Scottish Independence Referendum campaign for Scotland to give one per cent of GNI in aid 

suggests general support for generous foreign aid policies. 

 

 

 

 

Broadly speaking, the results of the survey match the respective policies of each of the parties. PPCs 

from Labour, the Liberal Democrats and the Green Party all expressed support for the policy, though 

it may be considered somewhat surprising that candidates from the Green Party did not express 

stronger support for the explicit aid requirement. 

 

On the opposite end of the spectrum, there was, unsurprisingly, universal opposition to the aid 

target among UKIP candidates.  
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The far higher proportion of Conservative PPCs who either strongly disagreed or disagreed with the 

statement, however, suggests a division between the party ranks and the leadership on this issue.  

 

Although the relatively low priority attached to International Development among the various 

policy areas means it is unlikely this could be a reason for serious turmoil, the division could point to 

a broader split in attitude within the party.  
 

 
 

There was also a marked gender split when it came to those who strongly rejected an aid 

commitment, perhaps reflecting the general overrepresentation of male candidates among the ranks 

of UKIP – the policy’s staunchest opponents.
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While not necessarily the most salient political issue for the electorate, Britain’s continued 

membership of the EU continues to attract unusual strength of feeling among politicians and has 

been set down as an electoral dividing line for the Conservatives in particular.  

 

The Liberal Democrats have effectively vetoed holding a referendum, while Labour has been keen to 

avoid addressing the issue directly through taking membership to the polls.  
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The Conservatives, on the other hand, have explicitly pledged to hold an in-out referendum in 2017 

following efforts to recast Britain’s relationship with the EU through negotiations. However, it 

naturally remains to be seen whether talks, if they were to take place, would lead to any substantive 

change. 

 

Of our total sample, the vast majority of respondents were supportive of Britain remaining in the EU, 

with the obvious exception being UKIP candidates. 

 

While part of this overwhelming display of support will derive from the fact that Liberal Democrats 

were overrepresented in the sample, even the overwhelming majority of Conservative respondents 

were in favour of Britain remaining in the EU. 

 

However, there are limitations to the question posed in that it does not incorporate caveats over 

whether continued EU membership would be favoured if reform were sought and achieved. 
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Although both of the major parties broadly support the maintenance of an independent nuclear 

deterrent, there have been indications that Labour’s stance on the issue may be softening. 

 

Party Leader Ed Miliband has suggested he wanted a “least-cost nuclear deterrent”, while Shadow 

Chancellor Ed Balls has suggested a future Labour Government would reduce the number of 

submarines.  

 

This could partially be driven by the fact that the three left-leaning minor parties most likely to 

secure seats in Parliament have currently suggested they would support a Labour Government in 

exchange for the party agreeing to scrap Trident. 

 

However, the SNP has recently dropped this as a condition for cooperation, though it remains 

opposed to a nuclear deterrent. 

 

Meanwhile UKIP has said that it would cancel the Trident replacement in favour of a cheaper 

"advanced stealth cruise-type missile". However, the party broadly supports an increase in Britain’s 

military force. 

 

The extent of opposition to a nuclear deterrent is perhaps a little surprising, given that the main 

parties all support some form of nuclear deterrent. 

 

Most of the results broadly follow the party lines, with widespread support from the Conservative 

and UKIP candidates and opposition to a nuclear deterrent from the Liberal Democrats, Greens and 

other parties.  
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The exception to this is the Labour Party, with over 60 per cent of its candidates declaring that they 

opposed a nuclear deterrent. 
 

This actually reinforces the findings of other polls, with a survey by the Campaign for Nuclear 

Disarmament finding that 75 per cent of Labour candidates wanted to scrap the nuclear deterrent. 

However, our results suggest the majority may not be as high as that survey suggested. 

 

Whether this is a blessing or a curse for the party is hard to say. While on the one hand this suggests 

a division between the leadership and the party as a whole, it may also smooth the route to a 

coalition after the election. 
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DeHavilland’s PPC survey is an example of the in-depth political information we provide to public 

affairs and policy professionals every day.  

 

Read more DeHavilland reports: www1.dehavilland.co.uk/reports.  

 

Our highly informed analysts gather vital political news from Westminster and the European 

Parliament to bring our customers live coverage tailored to their information needs. 

 

We will continue to update Parliamentary candidate profiles as the election approaches. Customers 

can view profiles for all of the candidates we have tracked on PeoplePoint, while our handy 

Quicklist and Search tools enable practitioners to discover new connections and contact prospective 

Parliamentarians. 

 

 

To find out how DeHavilland’s political monitoring and research can help your organisation and to 

try our service for yourself, contact our team: www1.dehavilland.co.uk/GE2015trial. 
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